IVA January 1941 The Reflection of the Reconnaissance Results in Hitler's Findings and the Actions of 
the High Commands of the Wehrmacht and the Army According to the war diary of the High 
Command of the Wehrmacht, the implementation of Directive No. 21 of 18 December 1940 was only 
discussed with Hitler on 9 January 1941. in discussion with Hitler, while interim reports on the status of 
preparations for Barbarossa were received on another four days, such as the report on 22 January on the 
course of Hitler's talks with the Duce on 20 January 1941. Other tasks seem to have occupied the High 
Command of the Wehrmacht more in January 1941. It is worth mentioning here the preparation of the 
"Marita" enterprise, the provision of a blocking force with armored forces for Libya, the further 
preparation of "Felix", etc., which were discussed almost daily in the High Command. Since the High 
Command was the military arm of Hitler as commander-in-chief and Jodi was his daily military 
advisor, the question arises how serious Hitler was about the implementation of Barbarossa despite the 
issuance of his Directive No. 21? It was not without reason that the Chief of National Defense in the 
Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht asked Jodi, the Chief of the Wehrmacht Command Staff, on 
January 18, 1941, whether Barbarossa should still be carried out. Jodi's answer was: "...that the Fuehrer 
in his meeting with the Ob.d.H. on 9 January, after a detailed presentation of the political situation, had 
again expressed his determination to carry out the eastern operation and that the Reich Foreign Minister 
had on this occasion supplemented the Fuehrer's presentation Nevertheless, Halder, Chief of Staff in the 
Army High Command, could afford to go on leave from 25 December 1940 to 15 January 1941.37 The 
Assessment of the Handbook "The War Defense Force of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics" as of 
01 January 1941 This edition on the war defense force of the USSR of 15 January 1941 (as of 01 January 
1941), procured by the Army High Command (Division Foreign Armies East (II)), is not reconnaissance 
information, but bears the character of a popular scientific handbook on the state of development of the 
Red Army reached as of 01 January 1941. It was a 243-page annex volume with extensive maps, 
diagrams and pictorial plates and a very detailed and also, with a few exceptions, real description of the 
state of the Red Army, its technology and equipment. The high number of 2,000 copies and the 
distribution to the High Command of the Wehrmacht, all offices of the General Staff of the Army, the 
Air Force and the Navy, as well as to the troops up to the division level, proves this statement. Since 
subsequent reconnaissance information also referred to data and figures from this manual, it is clear that 
the high commands of the Wehrmacht and the Wehrmacht divisions attached fundamental importance 
to it. In particular, this manual provided information on the current status of the Red Army's 
development: 1. The total strength of the Red Army was assumed to be 200 computational divisions, of 
which 161.5 computational divisions were in the western military districts. The map (Annex 7 to 
Document IV.25.) shows considerable reconnaissance accuracy, even though the locations of a number 
of units could not be determined because "...the shifts of large units are still continuing." This wording 
should have been taken as a signal that formations were moving westward, as evidenced by Russian 
documents available today. The contradiction in presentation, that in the west (i.e., against Germany) 
100 rifle and 25 cavalry divisions as well as 30 mot.mech. brigades were at free disposal, while 1t. Annex 
7 at least 121 rifle divisions have already been reconnoitered in the European part of the Soviet Union 
with simultaneous further westward movement, should have made it clear to any general officer that 
the Red Army buildup was continuing and that there are already 21 rifle divisions in excess of the 
number allegedly available in the western part of the Soviet Union. 2. the increase of the Red Army's 
human resources through the introduction of compulsory military service under the Law on Military 
Service of 03.09.1939, including the extension of the law to women, was recognized. Conscription, the 
manual noted, was subdivided into "active service" and "leave of absence" and extended over a period of 
2-5 years, depending on the branch of arms or special uses. The manual provided extensive information 
on the energetic raising of the Red Army's level of training. The following were identified as the main 


training principles implemented by the Red Army: thorough combat training from the bottom up, 
warlike conduct, tight combat management, tactically correct use of terrain, reconnaissance especially at 
night, increase of physical 4. demands on troops, organization of resupply and exclusive practice of 
attack. 5. the weaponry equipment of the Red Army is described in detail and partly shown in pictures. 
The information about the tank weapon ends with the tanks T-35 and BT. References to more modern 
and more powerful tanks, such as the T-34 or the KW heavy battle tank, are not included. Aircraft 
equipment was assumed to range from 12,000 to 14,000. Especially the SB-2 (fast bomber) and DB-3 
(long-range bomber) aircraft types were estimated to belong to the 1st class. 6. the Red Army's divisions 
were extensively presented, but not all of them are up to date. The mechanized corps formed on Stalin's 
instructions since early summer 1940 (in the inventory two armored divisions and one motorized rifle 
division with a target equipment of 888 tanks) were erroneously represented as consisting of two 
armored brigades and one motorized machine-gun rifle brigade. However, the armored units were 
judged to be very strong. The division of the air forces (here called "Fliegertruppe") was not yet known. 
It was assumed that they were in the process of reorganizing their structures along German lines. The 
ground organization, however, was backward. Thus, of the approximately 1,100 airfields, only 160 
airfields were said to be usable for tactical purposes. 7 The war army Kinzel assumes that the Russian 
war army still exists (Cf. von Lossberg, Document III.83.). Regarding the structure of the war army he 
writes: "The present Soviet Russian war army is formed from a partial mobilization of the peace army." 
and further "That a demobilization on a larger scale has been carried out seems unlikely in view of the 
political situation..." With these statements, Kinzel presented extraordinarily explosive reconnaissance 
results that corresponded to the truth. 8. Deployment and Operations Because of the great distances, the 
poor development of the railroads, and the inadequate condition of the installations, it was assumed that 
an attempt would be made to avoid a total deployment of the Red Army to be carried out in the shortest 
possible time and that this would already be taken into account by deploying near the borders. No 
documents were available on planned operations. It was expected, however, that in accordance with the 
Red Army's principles of command, the deployment north and south of the Pripjet area would be 
carried out with the aim of driving the attack with a pronounced emphasis against the flanks of the 
enemy grouping. Although it is obviously an assessment of the state of development of the Red Army 
for the Wehrmacht, covering many details and coming close to reality, this manual proves the still 
existing condition of a partially incomplete reconnaissance by the Foreign Armies East. A number of 
weaponry developments (e.g.: the existence of the T-34 and KW tanks) or of newly created structures 
(e.g.: the structure of the Mechanized Corps) of the Red Army were not or not correctly ascertained. 
Due to the high number of specimens and the distribution up to division level, any representation of 
aggressive phenomena, e.g.: Details of detected troop concentrations in the baikons or the threat of 
deployment of Soviet long-range bomber forces with a radius of action of 1,500 km, as in a number of 
Aufldaérungsmeldungen, was avoided. Although a certain if only partially accurate disdain and rather a 
balanced assessment of the Red Army speaks from a number of formulations in the manual, such 
discriminatory formulations, as by Halder, "The Russian man is inferior" (VgL citation IV.12.) are not 
to be found. 02 January 1941 Reports of other military attaches (here the military attaché from Tokyo) 
Some translated excerpts from the above briefing from Shanghai are reproduced below (citation IV 28). 
Quote IV28 "According to the latest information, there are 20 Soviet infantry divisions stationed in the 
Maritime Province, the Bei-Amur Province, and the Trans-Baikal Region, apart from technical units 
and border troops. In total, there are 20 infantry divisions, 31A cavalry divisions, 1000 tanks and more 
than 1000 aircraft in the 3 provinces. Since a Soviet division comprises 18,000 men, the Soviets in the 
Far East have 360,000 men excluding cavalry and technical units." ... Furthermore, information was 
provided on a large number of unit and troop locations as well as structures of the Red Army from rifle 


divisions to rifle platoons, interesting for the 

German reconnaissance, informed. Excerpts from the reported structure of a rifle division are given 
here: "The division of a Soviet rifle division: the division consists of 3 infantry regiments, 1 artillery 
regiment, 1 cavalry squadron, 1 chemical battalion, 1 tank company, 1 communications company. "... 40 
A comparison of some of the figures in the Shanghai briefing with those already known to the high 
commands of the Wehrmacht and the Wehrmacht components concerning the Far Eastern grouping of 
the Red Army and its strength is brought by the following Table IV.29. The present 

report from the Tokyo military attaché can be assessed as follows: After the reorganization of command 
in the Far East in June-July 1940, the Far Eastern grouping of the Red Army consisted of the 
Transbaikalian Military District and the Far Eastern Front. The 17th Army of the Transbaikalian Front 
was stationed in Mongolia. 1. while the figures available in the High Command of the Wehrmacht from 
a number of reconnaissance reports of a total of 38.5 computation divisions (real 46 divisions), including 
29 rifle divisions (real 28.5 divisions) of the Red Army formations stationed in the Far East were clarified 
approximately correctly, the findings apparently made by Chinese with 23 computation divisions 
(excluding armored troops) with 20 rifle divisions differ considerably. 2. in view of such formulations 
"In this area there are 2 infantry divisions and plenty of aircraft and tanks." or "In addition, in the 
Transbaikal area.... strong armored and aircraft units." are stationed, the information on armored units is 
conceivably thin. According to the information from Shanghai, the conversion of the mechanizedand 
armored forces to the corps structure was not recognized, nor was the existence of armored divisions 
elucidated. The number of tanks, stated in the information as 1000, was much higher in real terms. The 
5th Mechanized Corps and the 57th Self. Panzer Division alone had 1443 tanks in their inventory. 42 3. 
the reconnoitered division numbers given in the information correspond to about only 50% of the 
reality. On 01 June 1941, according to Russian data, the personnel strength of the Far Eastern grouping 
of the Red Army amounted to 650,700 soldiers (only Trans-Baikal Military District and Far Eastern 
Front including the formations transferred to the west by preliminary order of 26 April 1941, but 
excluding border troops, Amur Flotilla and Pacific Fleet). 43 The figure of 360,000 soldiers given in the 
information (calculating the 20 rifle divisions x 18,000 presumed soldiers/division, i.e., excluding 
armored troops and air forces) nevertheless appears approximately real, since Mobilization Plan 41 was 
not put into effect until 12 February 1941. Covered partial mobilization of the Red Army was indeed 
under way, although the peak of enlistments began later in the spring of 1941. Also, the personnel 
strength of a rifle division may well still have been about 18,000 soldiers due to the still continuing 
threat situation in the Far East, as reported in the information. The basic status, which was only 
introduced on 05 April 1941, then provided for a reduction to 14,483 soldiers of a rifle division 
upgraded to wartime strength. 4 In the High Commands of the Wehrmacht and the Wehrmacht 
components, as well as by the Foreign Armies East, the Far East units of the Red Army were at this time 
still considered to be tied against Japan and completely disregarded the fact that the political situation, 
which would make the release of the Femostverbande possible, could change very quickly, as it then 
happened on 13 April 1941 by the conclusion of the non-aggression pact of the SU with Japan 
(ratification of the treaty by the Japanese Emperor on 25 April 1941). Thus, as early as April 26, 1941 
(one day after the ratification of the pact), the combat-strong 5th Mechanized Corps and other 
formations received the directive of the People's Commissar for Defense to prepare for redeployment to 
the West. 5 The value of the report of the military attaché from Tokyo, despite some discrepant figures, 
obviously consists in the transmission of a number of details of this grouping (e.g.: the locations of units; 
the existence of modern underground hangars for aircraft equipment), as well as in the certainty that the 
units of the Far Eastern grouping were still in Femen East and had not been transferred to the West. 
From the point of view of our investigation, however, it also becomes clear that, in addition to the 


Foreign Armies East and Abroad/Defense, a great deal of other important information about the Red 
Army was available from other information carriers/reconnaissance organs in the high commands of the 
Wehrmacht not usually mentioned in the war diaries. 09 January 1941 Hitler's meeting at the Berghof 
with representatives of all branches of the Wehrmacht After the remarks on the other theaters of war in 
the context of the above-mentioned consultation, Hitler gave an assessment of the overall situation in 
the presence of the Reich Foreign Minister. Quote IV.30 Stalin, the master of Russia, was a clever man; 
he would not act openly against Germany, but one must expect him to make increasing difficulties in 
situations difficult for Germany. He wanted to take over the inheritance of the impoverished Europe, he 
also needed successes and was inspired by the urge to go to the West. He was also fully aware that after a 
full victory of Germany the situation of Russia would become very difficult. The possibility of Russian 
intervention kept the British upright. They would not give up until this last continental hope was 
shattered. For if they (the English) lost, they would no longer have the strength to hold their empire 
together. If they could raise 40-50 divisions and the U.S. and Russia would help them, then a very 
difficult situation would arise for Germany. This must not happen. Therefore, Russia must now be 
broken up. 44 One must miss here the alleged race-ideological arguments as well as the Lebensraum- 
demand, which should have moved Hitler 1t. the present established historiography to lead this 
"invasion" on the Soviet Union. Hitler further stated: Quote IV.31 "For the crushing of Russia, the 
question of time was particularly important. The Russian Wehrmacht, he said, was a clay colossus 
without a head, but its future development could not be predicted with certainty. Since Russia must be 
defeated in any case, it would be better to do it now, when the Russian Wehrmacht had no leaders and 
was poorly equipped, and when the Russians had to overcome great difficulties in their armaments 
industry, which had been developed with foreign aid. Nevertheless, the Russians must not be 
underestimated even now. The German attack must therefore be led with the strongest forces. "45 
Halder, who was unable to attend because he was on leave until January 15, 1941, noted in the war 
diary the report of General Paulus, who took part in the consultation with Hitler on his behalf and 
reported to Halder on January 16, 1941. Despite fundamental agreement between the war diary of the 
High Command of the Wehrmacht and the report of General Paulus to Halder on Hitler's lecture at the 
Berghof on 09 February 1941, some of the statements in the following quotation IV. 32 are again 
highlighted: Quote IV.32 "Russia has made certain demands of which she did not think earlier: Finland 
BalkanMariampol." "English hope: America Russia." (Eden man of going together with Russia.) 
"Stalin smart and clever; will always demand more. Victory of Germany intolerable to Russian ideology. 
" Resolution: force Russia to ground as early as possible. English can have 40 divisions in 2 years. Might 
tempt Russia to join forces with England. Russian armament: old material, as far as new, it is taken from 
foreign countries. Leadership mechanical! Spiritual format is lacking. "46 This is an unmistakable 
reference to the danger posed to Germany by Stalin's westward policy and the danger that could arise 
from Russia's alliance with England. It is also clear that Stalin's peripheral strategy was recognized by 
Hitler and in the high commands of the Wehrmacht and the Army, which could provide him with 
points of contact with England in Scandinavia and the Balkans and for which there were a number of 
facts that could no longer be ignored. 10 January 1941 Message from the Listening Troops East Of 
essential importance were the very detailed messages from the Commander of the Listening Troops East 
to Army Group B and the 4th, 12th, and 18th Armies, in which regular intercepts were made of current 
developments in the Red Army. The following is an excerpt from the message of January 10, 1941. 
Assessment of the message of the Hearing Troops East of January 10, 1941 Odessa Military District: 
While the 9th Cavalry Division in the Odessa Military District was correctly identified, the II. Tank 
Corps (according to Russian documents 2nd Mechanized Corps of the Odessa Military District) was 
incorrectly reinterpreted in this radio situation report 1/1 as part of the II Rifle Corps, which, however, 


belonged to the Western Special Military District. Leningrad Military District: the 420th Rifle 
Regiment was correctly identified as a unit of the Leningrad Military District (122nd Rifle Division). 
Baltic Special Military District: The headquarters in Riga of the staff of the Baltic Special Military 
District, newly formed by order of the USSR People's Commissar for Defense on July 11, 1940, was 
correctly identified. 

in Riga was correctly identified. Air Forces Transcaucasian Military District: the affiliation of the 25th 
Air Division (according to Russian documents, 25th Mixed Air Division) to the Transcaucasian Military 
District was correctly identified. The 26th Air Division was correctly identified as a special long-range 
fighter division (26th long-range bomber division according to Russian documents). Kiev Special 
Military Districts: the airfields of the 14th Fliegerdivision (14th Mixed Fliegerdivision at Luck ( correct: 
Luzk)), 15th Fliegerdivision (15th Mixed Fliegerdivision at Lemberg), and 46th Fliegergeschwader 
(46th Fighter Squadron at Dubno) mentioned in radio situation report 1/1 were correctly reported. 10 
January 1941 Aerial photographs of the 4th Army/Heeresgruppe B border section under surveillance 
Despite the initially still limited reconnaissance capabilities of Army Group B stationed in the east, the 
Army High Commands of Army Group naturally attempted to obtain maximum reconnaissance 
information on the opposite parts of the Red Army. By the commander of the Air Force at Army High 
Command 4 of Army Group B, which was formed in the east by directive of the Army High 
Command of 06 September 1940, aerial photographs of the monitored border section of the Russian- 
German demarcation line in the area of responsibility of the 4th Army were made in November 1940 
and made available to the troops on 10 January 1941. As described in Document IV.34 below, these are 
oblique photographs taken from German territory to a depth of 5-7 km beyond the demarcation line. 
Assessment of the aerial photographs 1. The abundance of installations recognized by the aerial 
photograph evaluators (created border barrier strips, field fortifications, completed or under construction 
bunker installations with trenches, Pak emplacements with firing lanes, dugouts, hump and wire 
obstacles, observation towers, air raid warning signs, demolition settlements, etc.) in a depth of etc.) at a 
depth of 5-7 km were, of course, important tactical reconnaissance results, especially for combat 
operations in the first hours of a possible military conflict, such as for the attacking assault troops or for 
long-range artillery. Obviously, these were border security installations of the border troops of the 
USSR. Although it is said to have been confirmed by witnesses that military personnel were housed in 
these many identified tent camps, occupation by Red Army formations and units, such as the covering 
armies, cannot be assumed. The proof is provided by Zhukov's immediate recall to the Kiev Special 
Military District on June 11, 1941, not to occupy the strip of the apron by field and training troops of 
the military district, to immediately cancel the order given for this purpose by the Kiev Special Military 
District to occupy the apron, and to immediately withdraw the troops brought forward. 49 Possibly, 
however, reinforced border guard detachments or commands, to which 1t. the manual (Document 
IV.25) was obligated to secure the deployment, or construction troops for the expansion of these 
established border security fortifications were accommodated. 2 These field fortifications in the 
immediate vicinity of the border, as documented in the reconnaissance photographs of the commander 
of the Air Force with the 4th Army and also recognizable in the graphic representation of the manual 
(Document IV.25, Annex 10), could be considered as very well reconnoitered. The nature of the 
installations and their proximity to the border did not initially permit any conclusions as to an imminent 
offensive or the intention to conduct defensive actions. 3. the oblique photographs and the depth of 
observation of 5-7 km testify to the fact that from the German side the border fortifications were 
reconnoitered without entering the territory of the USSR. Obviously, however, only the reconnaissance 
air forces assigned by the Luftwaffe to the Army High Commands of Army Group B could be used 
with their limited capabilities in view of their numbers. The decision to assign Luftwaffe reconnaissance 


squadrons to the Army and Panzer Groups (one reconnaissance squadron per Army High Command) 
was made by Halder's war diary on January 27, 1941. However, the forward deployments of these 
reconnaissance air forces, which could be easily detected by the Russian side, could not take place until 
June 1941 in the context of the concentration of the Luftwaffe. °° 1. The total strength of the Red 
Army was reconnoitered as of January 15, 1941, as follows: citation IV.50 "1.) Total strength of the Red 
Army 20 armies 30 rifle corps (at least), 150 rifle divisions (of which about 15 mot.) 9 cav. corps, 32 cav. 
Divisions 10 mot.mech. corps, 36 mot.mech brigades (at least). "53 According to these reconnaissance 
reports of September 09, 1940 (total strength 200 divisions and January 15, 1941 (total strength 200 
Berechmmegsdivisionen), no significant increase in the total strength of the Red Army was detected. The 
number of aircraft in the Red Army Air Forces also remained at 12,000-14,000. Nevertheless, there 
could be no question of easing the situation on the eastern border with an enlightened balance of forces 
of 120.5 computed divisions (Document IV.49) in the border military districts on the Soviet side and 32 
divisions (Document IV.61) of the Wehrmacht facing them. In the European part of the Soviet Union, 
according to this reconnaissance information, even 162.5 calculation divisions (Document IV.49) were 
established. Slowly, though in small steps in the autumn of 1940 and winter of 1941, the extent of the 
forces made available and the further development of the Red Army as a dangerous instrument became 
clear, for example with regard to the establishment of a "considerable artillery reserve", the abolition of 
nationally assembled units to increase their reliability, etc. 2. below is a comparison of the reconnaissance 
reports of September 9, 1940, and January 15, 1941, with regard to the number of divisions in the 
border military districts and their distribution among the operational directions. As Table 1V.S1 proves, 
the High Command of the Wehrmacht had recognized the incipient redistribution, especially from the 
Baltic Special Military District to the Western Special Military District and from the Odessa Military 
District to the Kiev Special Military District, that is, to the main direction newly ordered by Stalin on 
05 October 1940. However, the redistribution of considerable forces from the northwest to the west and 
especially to the southwest direction should have given the high commands of the Wehrmacht and the 
Army pause for thought. After all, it was a matter of the new concentration of 15 divisions. Today, after 
evaluating the Russian documents, we know that the changed deployment of the Red Army with the 
concentration of forces in the southwest direction was ordered by Stalin on October 5, 1940. 3. in the 
annex to the document IV.49 the reconnoitered defenses/fortified areas were explained. According to 
this reconnaissance information, the Wehrmacht was aware of the existence of an approximately three- 
tiered defense system consisting of border fortifications (trench systems, wire obstacles, etc.), the so- 
called Molotov Line (near the new German-Soviet demarcation line), which was still under 
construction, and the Stalin Line (along the old Polish-Soviet border). The description of the border- 
securing installations shows complete agreement with the border-securing installations identified by 4th 
Army photo reconnaissance at a depth of 5-7 km (Documents IV.34-48) and already recognized in the 
Manual on the Red Army (Document IV25, Appendix 10). Since, in view of the large amount of 
information contained in this annex, not every one can be evaluated, two that deserve special attention 
will be considered in more detail. ,,b) Section Suwalki-Zipfel to Ostrom. ... This northern section 
appears to be more developed as the previous right wing. " ,,c) Ostrow-Brest-Wlodzimierz section. The 
fortifications of this middle section run at a distance of 3001,500 m eastward of the Bug; the section 
appears to be the most weakly developed." 5. Following Stalin's decisions of 05 October 194 0 56, it was 
envisaged that the northern section would be developed for defense and that the Kiev Special Military 
District (later the Southwest Front) would be charged with carrying out the offensive. While the 
Northwest Front and parts of the Western Front (3rd and 10th Army units) were to be given the task of 
binding the Germans in the Memel-Ostrow northern section by active defense, for which defensive 
installations were needed, parts of the Western Front (13th and 4th Armies) were to conduct a relief 


attack in the Ostrow-Brest section for the offensive of the Southwest Front in the direction of Warsaw- 
Sedlez-Radom, for which defensive installations were hardly needed. If the reconnaissance troops of the 
Foreign Armies East were not aware of Stalin's directive of 05 October, however, such an important 
indication in this reconnaissance information could not have escaped the attention of the General Staff 
in the Army High Command. Assessment of the report of the Horchruppen Ost of January 17, 1941: 1st 
Land Forces Odessa Military District: The affiliation of the XX XV (according to Russian documents 
35th SchK), the XIV (14th SchK) and the VII (7th SchK) Rifle Corps to the Odessa Military District 
were confirmed by the Horchdienst and can today be called a correct statement. The first appearance of 
the 51st Rifle Division in the Odessa Military District was also correctly identified. Western Special 
Military District: the correctly identified 7th Division could only have been the 7th Armored Division, 
since the 7th and. 

11th Cavalry Division of the Western Special Military District were disbanded and re-equipped into 
the 2nd and 7th Armored Divisions of the 6th Mechanized Corps by decision of the CP(B) Central 
Committee on May 21, 1940. Thus, this re-equipment was not recognized. On January 10, 1941, a 
newly appeared radio network with 5 radio stations was detected. Baltic Special Military District: the 
90th Rifle Division (10th Rifle Corps) was correctly assigned to the Baltic Special Military District. 
However, there was no tank battalion in the Rifle Division inventory, but there was the 4th Tank 
Regiment in the 2nd Armored Division inventory. 2nd Air Forces Odessa Military District: this had in 
its inventory the 20th, 21st, and 45th Mixed Aviation Divisions, but not the 22nd Mixed Aviation 
Division. In enforcement of the decision of the Council of People's Commissars of the USSR of 05 
November 1940 on the creation of the long-range bombing forces, the above-mentioned 22nd Air 
Division, identified by the listening service, 

was placed under the 4th Long-Range Bombing Corps. It can therefore be assumed that the 22nd 
Fliegerdivision now entered the command and control network of the 4th Fembombenfliegerkorps and 
for this reason could no longer be intercepted as it had been until 06 January 1941. The listening service 
had thus correctly determined this, but could not yet interpret the causes, so the restructuring of the 
long-range bomber forces. The interception results of the 20th Mixed Air Division with its associated 
squadrons (4th and 55th Fighter Squadrons, 45th and 211th High Speed Bomb Squadrons) were 
correctly identified. Kiev Special Military District: the 149th Fighter Aviation Squadron deployed at 
Chernivtsi was also correctly identified, but belonged to the 64th Mixed Aviation Division rather than 
the 16th. 3rd Border Troops: The extensive information on the NK VD border troops is essentially 
correctly identified. Halder's Intensive Occupation with Reconnaissance Questions Obviously, Halder 
was moved by the feeling of insufficient knowledge about the concrete situation of the Red Army after 
his return from leave. Thus, on 16 January 1941, he arranged for the distribution/confirmation of the 
distribution of the Wehrmacht's long-range reconnaissance forces: ,,c) Long-range reconnaissance 
question: ObdL gives 4 long-range reconnaissance squadrons for army groups and OKH. In addition, 9 
for armies and tank groups = 13. "58 Let us also take this entry by Halder in the war diary as an 
indication that more intensive long-range reconnaissance could not take place until January/February 
1941 at the earliest, after the long-range reconnaissance squadrons had been assigned to the army and 
tank groups, but probably much later, since the army and tank groups mentioned were not even in the 
east at this early date. This impression of not yet having sufficient reconnaissance results on the Soviet 
Union and the Red Army also led him, in a conversation with Oberquartiermeister IV on 17 January 
1941, to state "Intensification of reconnaissance of Russia. "59 20 January 1941 Hitler's Remarks on the 
Situation On 20 January 1941, Hitler developed his thoughts and views on the situation to the Duce in 
the presence of the Reich Foreign Minister, the chiefs of the Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht 
and the Wehrmachtfuhrungsstab, the Italian Foreign Minister Count Ciano, and other Italian and 


German generals. Excerpts from his statements are given in the following quotations. Quote IV.55 
"From America, even if it entered the war, there was no great danger. Much more dangerous, he said, 
was the huge bloc of Russia. Germany had concluded very favorable political and economic treaties with 
Russia, but it was better to rely on its means of power. But since very considerable forces would now be 
tied up on the Russian border, it would not be possible to provide the armaments industry with 
sufficient manpower to increase the armament of the air force and the navy to the highest level. " 60 
"One would therefore have to be cautious. The Russians were always seeking to extract new demands 
from the treaties. That is why they do not want firm and precise formulations. Accordingly, one must 
always keep the Russian factor in mind and cover it with strength and diplomatic skill. In the past, 
Russia had been quite harmless to Germany, but now, in the age of the Luftwaffe, air attacks from 
Russia and from the Mediterranean could turn the Romanian oil region into a smoking debris field, and 
this oil region was vital for the Axis. "61 According to the war diary of the High Command of the 
Wehrmacht, however, the quotations IV.55/56 are a transcript of Hitler's remarks to the Duce, which, 
according to his own statement, General Warlimont made only two months later, on March 17, 1941.1 
wonder if he could remember correctly. Nevertheless, Hitler's fears and great dangers were clearly 
expressed. On January 12, 1941, the German-Russian border and economic treaty was signed and the 
Russian ambassador in Berlin was informed by State Secretary von Weizicker about German troop 
transports to Romania. 62 Russia was to be informed 10 days in advance of the invasion of Bulgaria by 
German troops. On January 17, 1941, it was reported that railroad preparations had begun as planned. 
According to a message from Military Attaché Késtring to Halder on 27 January 1941 (Quote IV.S7), 
the militarization of the social life of the USSR was being pushed with vigor in the interest of recruiting 
new recruits for the Red Army. Quote IV.57 "a) 600,000-800,000 working youths at craftsmen's 
schools, railroad schools, and factory workers' schools (from age 14). Cadet corps similar. Four years of 
practical work. Elevation of authority (for army and industry). b) Operational issues Russian supply base. 
(c) Finland Petsamo. (d) Persia. 63 The following registrant that day also raised the Petsamo question 
with Halder. Evidently, alarming reports of pressure exerted by the Soviet Union on Finland compelled 
him to regard the precautionary securing of the Petsamo area from Russian seizure as of extraordinary 
importance. On January 30, 1941, the following Red Army strength and its alarming massing in the 
European part of the Soviet Union were reported in the High Command of the Wehrmacht: Quote 
IV.58 "Lecture Boes Russia: 20 armies, 30 Sch.K. 150 Schiitz, of which 15 mot.Div. 32 Kav.Div. 36 
mot.mech.Brig. of which in Europe 121 Schiitz. 25 Kav.Div. 31 mot.mech.Brig. in Asia 29 Schiitz. 7 
cav. div. 5 mot.mech.brig. Peacetime strength approx. 2 mill. men (100 Rifle, 32 Cav. Div. 24 
mot.mech.Brig.) Field Army see above approx. 4 mill. men. Frontier Guard Corps: 50 °/o serving men. 
Military districts: Arkhangelsk, Leningrad, Kalinin, Baltic, West, Kiev, Odessa, Kharkov, Orel, 
Moscow, Urals, Volga, North Caucasus, Transcaucasus and Military Commissariat of Northern Russia. 
"64 The strength of the Red Army was again established at 200 calculation divisions, including 161.5 
divisions in the European part of the Soviet Union. Every general officer in the high commands of the 
Wehrmacht and the Army should have noticed that the peacetime strength was reported as 144 
calculation divisions, but the current strength of the Red Army was reported by Boes on 30 January 
1941 as 200 calculation divisions. The actual reported strength of 150 rifle divisions alone, as compared 
with the established peacetime strength of 100 rifle divisions, should have been a decisive signal that, 
according to these available reconnaissance reports, the Red Army had already hei*ed wartime 
structures by the end of January 1941 and that parts of it had been ffiilled up to near wartime strength. 
According to Russian documents, the actual strength of the Red Army in January 1941 was 3.8 million 
men, after its strength of 4.2 million had been temporarily reduced in August 1940 by the failure of the 
East Prussia campaign to release skilled workers for the armaments industry over the winter. Let us 


therefore note that in January 1941 the High Command of the Wehrmacht was informed about the 
stationing of the Red Army in the European part of the Soviet Union in a strength of 161.5 
approximately wartime computational divisions, which, according to all reconnaissance reports, were 
massed in the vicinity of the German-Russian demarcation line. And the march of the Wehrmacht had 
not even begun. Despite the leave of the Chief of the General Staff of the Army, Halder, until January 
15, 1941, and a gap in the keeping of the war diary by Halder related to this time, daily processing of the 
extensive problems in preparation for a military confrontation with the Soviet Union and the 
continuation of military manual planning in the High Command of the Army took place. Radio 
Situation Message of January 24, 1941 After listening in on a radio exercise of the 11th Army, its 
deployment in the Baltic Special Military District could be considered proven, even though the nature 
of the exercise could not be determined at first. The contents of the radio situation message 2/1 of 
January 17, 1941, concerning the location of the 20th, 21st, and 22nd Airborne Divisions in the Odessa 
Military District were again ascertained and could now likewise be considered proven. For the first time 
signals of the 106th and 116th Air Squadrons of the Central Asian Military District were intercepted. 
According to Russian documents, the 106th Flying Squadron was reorganized in the Central Asian 
Military District in Achshabad as a ground combat fighter squadron. The 116th Fliegergeschwader was 
also a new fighter squadron at Stalinabad, equipped with 1-153, which did not enter combat until 24 
December 1942. 

December 1942. As is known today, the Council of People's Commissars of the USSR decided on 05 
November 1940 to reorganize a total of 100 fighter squadrons in 1941. Thus, the Eastern eavesdropping 
troops had correctly determined the beginning of these new formations. The order of magnitude of new 
formations decided by the Council of People's Commissars was of course not or not yet recognizable. It 
was also possible to successfully intercept the radio conversations of the border troop commands with 
the crews on the islands of Dagé and Osel as well as to the newly created Danube flotilla in Ismail. 
Radio situation message of January 31, 1941 The 260th FLAK Artillery Division in the inventory of the 
128th Rifle Division of the Baltic Special Military District was correctly established. However, the 
128th Rifle Division, which was reported as motorized, was not motorized. This 128th Rifle Division, 
coming from the east, after staying in the Archankelsk Military District, was transferred to the Baltic 
Special Military District as early as 1940. The radio messages of January 20/21, 1941, from the Chief of 
Staff of the 21st Mixed Aviation Division of the Odessa Military District should have been of 
extraordinary 

importance for the radio situation evaluators, since it was the 67th Fighter Wing (in the inventory 64 
1-16) that was transferred to the airfield of Bolgrad (Bessarabia) in the immediate vicinity of the border 
(about 25 km to the Pruth). So also this pre-transfer was properly reconnoitered. Extensive findings 
about the border troops of the USSR followed. January 25, 1941 The Outline of the Field Army 
(Excerpt East) This record of the Army's outline and staffing of January 25, 1941, compiled by the 
Operative Department (III) of the Army General Staff, proves the deployment of the armies and 
divisions with a high degree of clarity. As of January 25, 1941, the 4th, 17th, and 18th Armies and the 
directly subordinate command of Panzer Group 2 (Generaloberst Guderian without armored divisions), 
combined into Army Group B with 32 divisions (including 4 armored divisions (including the 2nd and 
9th Panzer Divisions in their home bases in Vienna/St. Pédlten) and 1 motorized infantry division), were 
located in the east. As demonstrated in Chapter III, the 18th Army (9 divisions), transferred to the east 
immediately with the end of the French campaign, had to restore the security no longer guaranteed due 
to thinning in the east, while the formation of Army Group B served to increase security in the east in 
view of the reconnoitered massing of Red Army units in the border military districts (Documents III.43, 
79). After the completion of the transfer of Army Group B divisions, as evidenced by this document of 


January 25, 1941, no additional divisions were transferred to the east. This contradicts the assertion of 
established historiography that the Wehrmacht's deployment against the Soviet Union began 
immediately after the conclusion of the French campaign. (Cf. also the following Aufinarschanweisung 
of January 31, 1941 (Document IV.77.). The assertion that Panzergruppe Guderian had already moved 
to the east in the summer of 1940 also has no basis. Army Group B was directly subordinated only to the 
leading organ (Panzer Group 2) without armored divisions. A comparison of the armored divisions of 
Army Group B stationed in the east (18th Army 1st and 6th Armored Divisions; 17th Army 2nd and 
9th Armored Divisions) with the deployment of the armored divisions of Panzer Group 2 "Guderian" 
(3rd, 4th, 10th, 17th, and 18th Armored Divisions), which began on 01 June 1941 as part of 
Aufmarschstaffel 4b, proves this falsification of historical truth. 69 However, the 2nd and 9th Panzer 
Divisions, which 1t. above document were placed under the 17th Army, remained in their home base of 
Vienna/St. Pélten, to which they were to be transferred for resupply in accordance with the order to 
regroup the Army of 26 June 1940 (Document III.22, p. 3) from the Western campaign and were later 
placed under the 12th Army to conduct the Balkan campaign. 31 January 1941 Summary Report of the 
Commander of the Eastern Eavesdropping Forces on the Red Army On 31 January 1941, the 
Commander of the Eastern Eavesdropping Forces submitted a detailed multifaceted documentation 
covering all parts of the Red Army and its deployment. Excerpts of this documentation, formed from 
the interception results, will be reproduced below and some parts of the message will be compared with 
the information on the actual state of the Red Army based on Russian documents. The following 
(Document IV.62) is an excerpt from the first page of Information No. 100/41 with some explanations 
that indicate close cooperation with the Army General Staff: IU A comparison of the reconnaissance 
results of the listening troops with the information in the Russian documents yielded the following 
results: 1. Listening results on the military districts of the Red Army and their staffs In Annex 7 to 
Information No. 100/41, the identified military districts, which, as stated in another annex, had to form 
the front field commanders, as well as the locations of the command organs of the military districts were 
correctly determined. However, the reconfiguration of the military districts, determined by Stalin on 04 
July 1940, was not fully recognized. According to Stalin's determination, the western part of the Kalinin 
Military District was attached to the Baltic Special Military District and the Kalinin was dissolved, and 
the Smolensk Military District was united with the Byelorussian and reconfigured into the Western 
Special Military District. 71 At least, however, the Kalinin Military District was given a question mark. 
The commander of the listening troops also expressed his thoughts on the designation of the Western 
Border Military Districts as "Special" (Document IV.63). Although the assignment of the high 
commands to the military districts was complicated despite a number of previous changes caused by the 
local campaigns, and the interception period was set at approximately July to November 1940, the 
situation report correctly reflected the current status of the situation of the Red Army high commands. 
Without going into detail, it should be said that the high commands of the 7th, 9th 12th, and 13th 
Armies were disbanded after the campaigns against Poland, Finland, and Bessarabia in the 
spring/summer and were very quickly re-established, partly in other military districts (high command 
of the 7th Army in the Leningrad Military District, of the 9th Army in the Odessa Military District, of 
the 12th Army in the Kiev Special Military District, and of the 13th Army in the Western Special 
Military District). The high commands of the 16th and 17th Armies, not mentioned in Document 
IV.64, which were established in the Trans-Baikal Military District in July 1940, apparently could not 
be reconnoitered by listening troops because of the distance involved. Nevertheless, the Wehrmacht was 
aware of the existence of 20 armies (Document IV.49). 3. eavesdropping results of the Red Army rifle 
corps As of 01 January 1941, a total of 28 rifle corps were determined by the eavesdropping troops East 
(Document IV.65), all of which could be correctly spatially assigned to the respective military districts; 


only of four rifle corps the corps number was not recognized. This number of identified Rifle Corps 
roughly corresponds to the 30 mentioned in the manual of 01 January 1941 (Document IV25) and also 
in the information of 15 January (Document IV.49). Since 26 of these 28 Red Army rifle corps 
reconnoitered by the listening troops as of 01 January 1941 were found in the border military districts, 
the high massing of Red Army units on the demarcation line with East Prussia and the 
Generalgouvernement is proved. A comparison of the number of 7 rifle corps apparently massed in the 
Baltic Special Military District with the data on their last detection by the listening service (July to 
September 1940) leads to the conclusion that these troops were to be made available for an East Prussian 
campaign then not confirmed by Stalin, in accordance with the draft operational plan of August 19, 
1940 72. Such a consideration was already expressed by von Lossberg in his study of 15 September 1940 
(Document III.83), even though he did not expect a large-scale offensive by the Red Army as long as 
the Wehrmacht was not tied up for a longer period in another theater of war. 4. eavesdropping results of 
the rifle divisions The handbook (Document IV.25) of the Foreign Armies East of 01 January 1941 as 
well as the reconnaissance information of 15 January 1941 (Document IV.49) reported in agreement 150 
rifle divisions in the Red Army inventory, 121 of them rifle divisions in the European military districts. 
In the period from June to December 1940, the Eastern Hearing Service clarified the existence of 77 
rifle and mountain rifle divisions, 68 of which were in the European part of the Soviet Union and 58 of 
which were again in the frontier military districts. Also, the 20 rifle divisions reconnoitered in the Baltic 
Special Military District in the months of June to September 1940 prove, as already stated above with 
regard to the rifle corps, their readiness for the planned East Prussian campaign, while part of the 22 rifle 
divisions in the Kiev Special Military District, established especially in the late autumn of 1940, could 
already have been transferred to this military district on the basis of the determination made by Stalin on 
October 5, 1940, to concentrate the main forces in the southwest. 4. eavesdropping results of the 
motorized rifle divisions By the eavesdropping troops 6 motorized rifle divisions were established, while 
the reconnaissance information 

of 15 January 1941 already speaks of at least 15 motorized rifle divisions. However, only the 7th 
Motorized Rifle Division of the Kiev Special Military District was correctly identified as a motorized 
division of the 12th Army, while the 1st and 3rd Divisions, although correctly assigned to the 1st 
Mechanized Corps at Pskov (with 902 tanks the most powerful mechanized corps in combat in the 
frontier military districts), were the 1st and 3rd Armored Divisions. Moreover, the 1st Mechanized 
Corps did not belong to the Baltic Special but to the Leningrad Military District, even though its 
deployment was planned in the Northwest Front inventory. The division recognized as the 5th 
Motorized Rifle Division was a purely rifle division and not motorized. This is also true of the 128th 
Rifle Division, but its affiliation with the Baltic Special Military District was correctly established. 
According to the Russian documents, at least 6 motorized rifle divisions were stationed in the frontier 
military districts in the Mechanized Corps, the reorganization of which had been completed in October 
1940. 73 5. Hearing Results of Red Army Armored Mechanized Forces While the manual of 01 January 
1941 (Document IV25) and the reconnaissance information of 15 January 1941 (Document IV.49) were 
consistent in assuming 

at least 36 mot.mech. brigades, 31 of which were in the European part of the Soviet Union, a total of 14 
Red Army armored brigades were detected by the Hearing Forces East, but no armored divisions at all. 
According to Russian documents, the reorganization of the Red Army's armored forces, which Stalin 
had ordered at the end of May 1940 after the successes of the Wehrmacht's armored forces in the 
Western campaign became known, was considered complete as early as October 1, 1940, with the 
formation of eight mechanized corps (16 armored divisions in the inventory, 12 of which were in the 
western border military districts, two in the Moscow Military District, and two in the Far East). In 


addition, according to a directive issued by Stalin on 14 October 1940, the Red Army began to establish 
20 independent armored brigades in the rifle corps (one independent armored brigade per rifle corps), 18 
of them in the Western Frontier Military Districts. 74 Since, according to this document, the reported 
listening results on the "tank brigades"'m were last ascertained in the months of July to September 1940, 
it must be assumed that these were ascertained during the period of reorganization into tank divisions 
and did not yet provide an accurate picture of the condition of the tank/mechanized troops. Since the 
assignment of armored brigades to military districts was also very imprecise, it is very likely that the 
armored units identified were parts of the newly created armored divisions that were still on the move. 
The dubiousness of the communication about the Red Army armored brigades is also proved by the fact 
that 11 of the 14 armored brigades are said to have been detected in the Baltic Special Military District. 
The reconnaissance information of January 15, 1941, already mentioned several times (Documents 
IV.49), assumes six armored brigades in this military district. 6. listening results of the Red Army air 
forces As it turned out, the results of the Eastern listening service on the Red Army air forces were 
extremely significant. Here is the original of the groupings of Red Army air divisions reconnoitered by 
the listening service as of 01 January 1941. The disposition spaces of the airborne divisions of the Red 
Army frontier military districts shown in this document rv.69, Annex 16, can be judged, after 
comparison with Russian documents, to be correct without exception. Strikingly and ascertainable by 
every operational evaluator in the High Commands of the Wehrmacht and the Wehrmacht Parts, this 
high concentration of the airborne divisions had to have been recognized in the western border military 
districts, but especially at a low depth in the newly occupied border strip about 250-300 km wide west 
of the line about Leningrad, Lake Peipus, Polozk, west of Minsk, Shepetovka, Kamenezk-Podolsk, 
Odessa (west of the old border). Also, a particular concentration of air divisions in the operational 
directions west in the Western Special Military District (9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 42nd, and 43rd Air 
Divisions) and southwest in the Kiev Special Military District (14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, and 
44th Air Divisions) was evident. The structure of the grouping of Red Army aviation forces was depth- 
graded according to army aviation forces, front-line aviation forces, and long-range bombing forces, ie., 
in several lines. This echelon was also established by the listening troops. Further, detailed information 
on the disposition of the air squadrons of the Red Army Air Forces was reported by the Horchtruppen 
Ost, in each case as of 01 January 1941. Since the dates of the last intercept of the air divisions were also 
given (usually late November to mid-December 1940), it can be stated: All dates were already known at 
the time in mid-December 1940. A summary of these air divisions and squadrons reconnoitered by the 
Horchtruppen Ost in the 5 frontier military districts is given in Table IV.76 below. It should be 
emphasized that these findings were available as early as mid-December 1940 and were therefore highly 
topical. Nor should anyone claim that the operational evaluators in the high commands of the 
Wehrmacht and the Wehrmacht divisions did not realize this. Evaluation of the Reports of the Hearing 
Troops East January 1941 (Status 01 January 1941) The Hearing Troops East provided a complete 
overview of the higher. Stabe (military districts, army staffs) of the Red Army and their locations as well 
as those of the rifle corps, which were almost completely reconnoitered, while the anza and deployment 
of the rifle divisions belonging to the rifle corps could not yet be completely determined Nevertheless: 
the high massing of troops in the border military districts could be determined by the Horchtruppen 
Ost. About the development of the armored/mechanized troops of the Red Army and their locations 
only incomplete findings could be obtained by the listening troops. About the location of the airborne 
divisions, their newly created offensive groupings in the border military districts were provided by the 
listening troops almost perfect reconnaissance results (Cf. Document IV.69.). The same is true for the 
information obtained about the border troops of the NK VD. In the author's opinion, the reasons for the 
differences in the results of eavesdropping by the different branches of the armed forces can be seen in 


the following: While the higher staffs (military districts, army staffs, corps) were more and more fully 
equipped with radio means, which facilitated their safe reconnaissance and enabled reliable location 
determination, there were still a number of deficiencies in the units. It should be noted that in the 
process of massing, as a result of the change in the planned main direction of the strike, the formations 
were considerably on the move and thus more difficult to recognize and assign, especially since absolute 
radio prohibition was ordered during redeployments. The reasons for the inadequate knowledge of the 
listening troops about the Red Army's armored forces, their structures and locations were obviously 
political. Stalin, after the reorganization of the armored forces, combined with the formation of very 
strong Mechanized Corps, seemed to want to conceal their purpose as shock forces for breaking through 
strong defenses and making rapid advances into the depths of the country.76 Therefore, the formation 
of the Mechanized Corps, their strength and locations, and their exercises were concealed from the 
public. The formation of the corps took place under cover in the western border military districts, and 
redeployments and marches took place in absolute radio silence. Even when relocated by rail, the tanks 
had to be packed in wooden crates.77 In addition, often only the lead tanks were poorly equipped with 
radio equipment. The excellent and secure intelligence of the eavesdropping troops on the air forces can 
be attributed to the fact that air operations were hardly conceivable without secure radio links, even 
though often only the command aircraft (tracked or squadron aircraft) were equipped with radios. It 
should be noted that the interception results in the summary of January 31, 1941, covered a period from 
July to December 1940, thus documenting a high extraordinarily dangerous massing of large parts of the 
Red Army near the border, but no concentration of rifle troops for an offensive in the southwest 
direction could yet be discerned. Reflections on the deployment order of 31 January 1941 1. The 
contents of the deployment order prove the existence of a threat from the direction of the east and its 
initially sufficient reconnaissance The information on the enemy is kept brief in the deployment order, 
since the information in the manual on the USSR's armed forces with the: 01 January 1941 (Document 
IV.25) and the reconnaissance information of 15 January 1941 (Document IV.49), which were attached 
as Annex 3 (Cf. the reference to & 2 of the deployment order.), were considered as initially sufficient 
bases for the enemy assessment. The planning of operational directions and ordered methods bundled in 
the deployment instruction, as well as the further determinations, prove a sufficient state of 
reconnaissance of the Red Army, although not all information going into detail was yet available. 
Without the information given in the entire IV. chapter concerning 

Without repeating what was said in the whole of Chapter IV concerning the state of reconnaissance, a 
small selection of important reconnaissance results is summarized here once again, which would have 
been taken into account in the deployment order and sufficiently clarified the dangerous situation 
developing in the east: O the reconnaissance of a force ratio of 120.5 Red Army calculation divisions in 
the border military districts (in the European part of the USSR even 161.5 (Document IV.49)) against 
32 divisions 79 (Document IV.61 ) of the Wehrmacht in East Prussia and the General Government, 
which virtually challenged the establishment of readiness for the implementation of preventive measures 
by the Wehrmacht; O the reconnaissance of the high massing of the Red Army groupings in the border 
military districts, which forced the planning of the splitting of the Russian groupings by rapid and deep 
tank breakthroughs on narrow corridors followed by the formation of encirclement (p. 1); O the high 
massing of divisions of Red Army air forces in the western border military districts reported by the 
listening services as of 01 January 1941 (Document IV.69 ) with a total inventory of 12,000 to 14,000 
aircraft and the high threat posed to the German centers, which forced the massing of all forces against 
the enemy air forces (p. 12); O the reconnaissance of the use of chemical warfare agents to be expected 
by the Red Army, as reported by the General of the Fog Troops on November 


12, 1940 (Document IV.4), which required the warning of the troops against the use of chemical 
warfare agents (p. 4), and so on. Let us therefore hold that the deployment order of 31 January 1941 was 
issued by the Army High Command, signed by von Brauchitsch, in enforcement of Directive No. 21 
Fall Barbarossa of 18 December 1940, on the basis of available reconnaissance information on the Soviet 
Union and the Red Army, which conveyed a Geiahtdungslage. 2 Initially, only the preparation of this 
campaign was ordered, but not its execution. When Hitler's Directive No. 21 Fall Barbarossa of 18 
December 1940 states, "The German Wehrmacht must be prepared, even before the end of the war 
against England, to strike down Soviet Russia in a rapid campaign (Fall Barbarossa). " (Document 
IV 23), so this determination is also found in the deployment order. It says: "In the event that Russia 
should change her present attitude against Germany, all preparations are to be made as a precautionary 
measure which will make it possible to strike down Soviet Russia in a rapid campaign even before the 
end of the war against England. " (Document FV.77). One might think that a distorting interpretation 
of the term " preparation" should not be possible in view of the unambiguousness of our language. 
Nevertheless, let us hold: it was about the preparation of the campaign against Russia as a precautionary 
measure. After working through Hitler's statements at the consultation with representatives of all parts 
of the Wehrmacht on 09 January 1941 {"Therefore, Russia must now be crushed" (quotation IV.30 ) 
the impression must arise, however, that Hitler's preliminary decision of 18 December 1940 (issuance of 
Instruction No. 21 Case Barbarossa), after becoming aware of a series of additional information about 
the developments on the Russian side, turned more and more into a final decision, especially since he 
once again described the dangerously developing situation to the Duce in his remarks on the situation of 
20 January 1941 (Quotations IV.55 and 56). He was thus aware of the last reconnaissance results of the 
month of January 1941, but Hitler's final decision to carry out Barbarossa had not yet been made at that 
time. 3 The deployment order also responded to the emerging dual threat in Scandinavia from England 
and the Soviet Union, which suggested the danger of the two joining forces. Thus, item 6 states, "(a) 
The most important task remains the reliable securing of the entire Norwegian area not only against 
hand-to-hand attacks but also against serious landing attempts by the British, which must be expected 
in the course of this summer." (S. 11). Thus, considerable forces were to be deployed to defend against 
landings in the Kirkenes-Narvik section, while at the same time orders were given to provide forces to 
carry out the "Reindeer" and "Silver Fox" enterprises in the event of war with the Soviet Union. 4. the 
deployment began at the end of February 1941. the deployment order was issued on 31 January 1941 
and presented to Hitler on 03 February. Let us take this as evidence that the march did not begin until 
after the marching-up order was issued in February 1941. With his assertion that the Red Army's march 
was the ".... general staff reaction to the external march of the Wehrmacht, which started in autumn 
1940 and was observed by Moscow ... "80 Gerd R. Ueberschar completely overlooks the fact that the 
transfer of the 18th Army served to restore security in the East and the formation of Army Group B in 
summer/autumn 1940 served to increase it (cf: II. Chapter.), which nevertheless only resulted in a force 
ratio of 32 divisions of the Wehrmacht (D" kument IV.61 ) was achieved against the 162.5 Red Army 
divisions (Document IV.49) reconnoitered in the European part of the Soviet Union. Also the time 
periods and dates specified in points 12. "Course of preliminary work" and 13. "Submissions and 
reports" of the deployment instruction confirm, contrary to the abandonment of established 
historiography, the beginning of the Wehrmacht's deployment in the East in February 1941. Summary 
January 1941 1. After the issuance of Hitler's Instruction No. 21 Case Barbarossa of 18 December 1940, 
an accumulation of submitted reconnaissance documents on the deployment of the Red Army can be 
noted. The manual on the Red Army as of 01 January 1941 (Document IV25? opened a far from 
reassuring view of the Red Army. Although no significant strengthening of the Red Army was noted, 
there was growing evidence of the continued existence of the Russian Army despite the completion of 


local campaigns and its systematic shift to the west with the concentration of the mass of units in the 
border military districts. The reconnaissance of numerically very strong armored units, the enormous 
growth of the air force by production of 400-500 airplanes/month, the vigorously pursued elimination 
of the deficiencies that had appeared during the Polish and Finnish campaigns, the introduction of new 
training methods, such as, among other things, the establishment of attack as the object of training in the 
training of troops without exception, modern clear and definite principles of command, a hitherto 
underestimated transport situation, testified to an alarming increase in the combat value of the Red 
Army. The reconnaissance information of January 15, 1941 (Document IV.49), stating 120.5 
computational divisions in the border military districts and 162.5 in the European part of the Soviet 
Union, once again illustrated the enormous mass of divisions that had been made available, the 
deployment of which required only Stalin's political decision. This information also contained 
unmistakable indications of the Red Army's operational planning, in that 13.5 more divisions were 
reported in the Kiev Special Military District than in September 1940 (Table FV.51), while at the same 
time it was reported that "This northern section seems to be more strongly developed as a right wing. " 
(Quote IV.S2). It should be emphasized that the increase in the number of divisions in the Kiev Special 
Military District (southwest direction) was made by redeploying divisions of the Odessa Military 
District. The reports of the commander of the Eastern eavesdropping troops (document iv.33 and other 
reports.) continuously and in detail confirmed the statements made in the manual. In particular, the 
presented almost perfectly reconnoitered attack grouping of the divisions of the Red Army Air Forces in 
wartime division (documents iv.69, 71-75) confirmed all previously known fears about the high density 
of air forces created in the border military districts and their possible penetration depths. 2. in view of 
the ruthless westward expansion of the Soviet Union carried out by Stalin in the summer of 1940 by 
means of local campaigns, the aggressive demands of Stalin presented by Molotov on 12713 November 
1940 (citation IV2), the attempts of England to bring about a continental bloc against Germany with 
the inclusion of Russia (citation IV.32 ), for which the diplomatic preparations (Cf. IL chapter.) were 
clearly recognizable, the continuation of the policy of encircling Germany, recognizable by the landing 
of the British in Greece, and the presentation of conclusive reconnaissance documents by the 
Wehrmacht, energetic counteractions became necessary after Hitler had assessed the overall situation at 
the meeting with all parts of the Wehrmacht on 09 January 1941 (Cf. IV.30). By the detailed 
reconnaissance reports mentioned under 1. about the increasing combat value of the Red Army and a 
force ratio of 120.5 of the Red Army units massed in the border military districts alone (Document 
IV.49) to the 32 divisions of the Wehrmacht opposite in the east at the end of January 1941 (Document 
IV.61), the further actions of the Wehrmacht are understandably justified. Also, in Hitler's consultation 
with the "Duce" on January 20, 1941 (citations [V.55/56), the steady increase in the threat from the east 
and the very serious fears about the capabilities of the Russian 

air forces were clearly expressed, which compelled the issuance of the deployment order of January 31, 
1941 (Document IV.77). IV.5 February 1941 The Continuation of Intensified Reconnaissance in the 
East; the Beginning of the Deployment of the Wehrmacht On 01 February 1941, the Chief of the 
General Staff of Army High Command Norway, Colonel i. G. Buschenhagen, presented Halder with a 
number of very serious concerns, the present evaluation of which reveals the high degree of concern 
about the situation developing in Scandinavia. Buschenhagen's concerns obviously arose from the threat 
that, according to the reports, might be developing from two sides: "Russians and Englishmen" (quote 
IV.78). The accumulation of strong Russian forces in Murmansk reported by him proves that he did not 
only mean the threat to Spitsbergen (Cf. above.). 03 February 1941 Hitler's meeting with the Army 
High Command on Barbarossa and Sunflower On 03 February 1941, a very extensive meeting took 
place at Hitler's (12.1518.00) with the representatives of the Army High Command on Barbarossa and 


Sunflower. This consultation seems to have been extraordinarily significant, since Hitler in his 
execution, contrary to his formulations in Instruction No. 21 Case Barbarossa of 18 December 1940, left 
little doubt that he now considered the campaign against the Soviet Union necessary. Halder lectured in 
detail and had prepared his lecture on 02 February 1941. The following excerpt (Quote IV.79) from 
Halder's lecture prospect, recorded in his war diary, contains his statements about the enemy side. 2.2. 
1941 (Sunday, Berlin) Afternoon back in camp, processing Fiihrer lecture. * Notes by Generaloberst 
Halder on lecture to Hitler on 3 February 1941. lecture to Fithrer 3.2. Barbarossa 1. ... 2nd enemy: a) 
News not 

exhaustive, not [too] reliable. b) * Probably in Europe 121 Rifle Div. (13 mot.) 25 Cav. Div. at least 31 
mot.mech, Brig. in sum up to 180 units We reckon as tied: against Finland and Caucasus 21 LDiv. + 1 
K Div. Available: 100 Inf Div., 25 K.D., 30 mot.mech. brigades. Us: 1041.D. (incl. Light Div.) 34 sehn. 
Verb, (incl. K. Div.) In addition some Romanian Divn. Numerically: superior (experience, training, 
armament organization, leadership. People's character, idea). The following document IV.80, here an 
excerpt on the assessment of the Russian side, is, according to diction and form, obviously the original 
transcript of Hitler's consultation with the Army High Command. In the war diary of the High 
Command of the Wehrmacht the following was recorded about the consultation of 03 February 1941. 
Here is an excerpt about the assessment of the enemy side. Quote IV.81 "On the enemy side about 100 
Inf-, 25 Kav.und30 mech.Div. are to be expected. It is important to note that the Russian inf. divisions 
also have a relatively large number of tanks, but the material is poor and is thrown together. The 
Russian army was numerically superior to the German army in terms of mechanized divisions, but 
qualitatively superior. In terms of artillery, the Russians were normally equipped, but the material was 
also inferior. Among the Russian leaders, only Tymoshenko stood out. The intentions of the Russian 
leadership were not discernible; there were strong forces on the border, and a retreat was possible only to 
a limited extent, since the Baltic States and Ukraine were vital to the Russians for supply reasons. 
Russian fortification work was under way, he said, especially on the northern and southern parts of 
Russia's western border." 84 In assessing the strength of the Red Army formations reconnoitered in the 
European part of the Soviet Union, Halder proceeded from the current figures reported to him by Boes 
on 30 January 1941 (161, 5 calculation divisions, of which 30 mol mech. brigades). Of these, Halder 
assumed 100 rifle and 25 cavalry divisions as well as 30 mot.mech. brigades (corresponding to 140 
calculation divisions) as deployable against Germany. However, it is striking that according to the 
minutes quoted above (Document IV.80 and Quote IV.81), in contrast to Halder's conspectus, there was 
talk of 30 mechanized divisions. Also, according to his lecture prospectus of 02 February 1941, Halder 
mistakenly believed that the corps had only 2 mot.mech. brigades and 1 machine-gunner brigade in its 
inventory (Cf. Document IV.25, Appendix 8.). Obviously, even on 03 February 1941 there was still no 
clarity about the structure of the newly created Red Army Mechanized Corps, intended for 
breakthrough through a strong defense, and their numbers. But a number of remarks ("News not 
exhaustive, [not] reliable."; "After all, surprises not ruled out."; "Intentions of the Russian leadership 
were not discernible.") also point to other remaining gaps in the reconnaissance of the Red Army 
situation. Regarding Hitler's remarks at the meeting of 03 February 1941 on the transfer of the first 
divisions to the east, Field Marshal ZAiai iv.6z stated "According to Hitler's views, in the case of Russia, 
if it came to war at all, it was a matter of a preemptive strike." 85 Concerning Russian fortification 
work, it was again confirmed that an expansion was taking place especially on the northern and southern 
parts of the Russian western border. The situation that had now arisen (development of an increasing 
threat in Scandinavia and the Balkans, beginning of the Wehrmacht buildup and its endangerment by 
the enormous massing of Red Army formations in the east) forced Halder to make a permanent enemy 
assessment, for example on 22 and 27 February 1941. That actions by the Red Army against the 


Wehrmacht were indeed expected can be inferred from a note dated February 17, 1941, by the 
commander in chief of the 4th Army, which belonged to Army Group B, Generalfeldmarschall von 
Kluge, who feared that the 4th Army's depots, which were obviously too far forward, might be 
endangered by Russian attack.86 On February 17, 1941, Halder recorded a statement by Hitler about 
the Russian air force: "He (Hitler the author) was concerned about the news about the Russian air force. 
Confrontation was unavoidable. 87 Publication of an orientation booklet for the assessment of the 
Russian air forces As of 01 February 1941, the Foreign Air Forces East had compiled extensive 
information material on the strength, condition and deployment of the air forces of the Soviet Union. 
Assessment of the Orientation Booklet of the Foreign Air Forces East The Orientation Booklet contains 
reconnaissance results on the air forces of the Red Army determined by the Foreign Air Forces East as of 
01 February 1941 (Document IV.83). 1 In January 1941, the total number of USSR air forces was 
assumed to be 10,500 warplanes, divided into about 50 air divisions. More accurate data could be 
provided on the air forces in the European part of the USSR. While in the European part of Russia 
there were 38 air divisions with 162 squadrons, in the inventory 7,500 aircraft, of which 5,700 were 
fighter. Fighter and reconnaissance aircraft, of which 4,100 are said to have been modern, were 
recognized, the Foreign Air Forces East assigned only 3,000 aircraft to the vast Asian part. By the 
enlightened concentration of 136 flying squadrons in the 5 border military districts, a strategic emphasis 
is undoubtedly already apparent, although the neutrality pact with Japan had not yet been concluded 
and a high number of squadrons were still stationed in the Far East. 2 This intention of concentrating air 
forces in the West is made particularly conspicuous by Annex 8 (Document IV.84) on the ground 
organization of Red Army air forces and their massing in border military districts. Since, according to 
these documents, 1,430 aircraft were reconnoitered in the western direction (Western Special Military 
District) and only 1,085 aircraft in the southwestern direction (Kiev Special Military District), it 
becomes clear that the concentration of the main forces, including the air forces, ordered by Stalin on 
October 05, 1940, could not yet take effect. The reasons are probably to be found in the winter 
conditions corresponding to the season, which hardly permitted the transfer of air forces to field 
airfields. The large number of 2nd and 3rd order airfields in the immediate vicinity of the border 
(Document IV.84) in the Western and Kiev Special Military Districts, which may have been hardly 
suitable for permanent stationing under winter conditions, substantiate this statement. 3 However, the 
stated distribution of the air squadrons among the border military districts must be seriously doubted. 
Little credible, though not entirely excluded, is the reconnaissance of 33 air squadrons in the Leningrad 
Military District. On the other hand, the commander of the Eastern eavesdropping troops had reported 
the reconnaissance of 6 air divisions with 11 squadrons (according to today's assessment 20 air squadrons) 
in the Leningrad Military District as of 01 January 1941 (Document IV.71, Annex). However, in a 
directive of the USSR People's Commissar for Defense in the event of the so-called Continuation War 
against Finland of November 25, 1940 89 in which the North and Northwest Fronts to be formed were 
to participate, 55 aviation squadrons were assigned to the Northwest Front (Leningrad Staff). Since the 
leadership of the Leningrad Military District was not ordered to the General Staff for decision-making 
until February 15, 1941, an early concentration of 33 aviation squadrons in the Leningrad Military 
District is rather unlikely. Obviously, this is 

an undated assessment of the enemy picture, based on the reconnaissance results available at the time of 
January/February 1941 and summarizing them. 1. 1. also subsequently the total strength of the Red 
Army in this period was confirmed as 200 calculation divisions, 161.5 of them in the European part of 
the Soviet Union, while 29 rifle, 7 cavalry divisions and 5 mot.mech. brigades should be in the Far East 
(p.l). And the strength of the Red Army's air forces was also consistently given as 12,000-14,000 aircraft 
(p. 4), thus confirming in the overall assessment a continuing high degree of danger from the east. 2 This 


operational enemy assessment is not free of easily recognizable errors. The document states (p. 4): "No 
particular massing of forces on the Russian western frontier, which would permit the conclusion of an 
intended center of gravity in the event of any war, was discernible. The Russian forces, except for 
sections of terrain (large swamps, chains of lakes) which provided natural protection, were fairly evenly 
distributed." So let's take a closer look at the distribution of Red Army formations (by calculation 
divisions) given in this document: Table IV.88 . , Baltic Western "T'"" Kiev "T~ ~ Total in the military 
district ®e,s°nhdereL military district Grenzmihtar_ military district _ military district military district 
bezirken 18,5 19 28,5 39,5 15 120,5 Even without taking into account the formations of the military 
districts lying in the second line (Arkhangelsk, Kalinin, Moscow, Orel, Kharkov, et al. The author does 
not recognize "equal" distribution in the border military districts, but a clear massing of the units in the 
Kiev and the Western Special Military District is immediately recognizable. The creation of 
breakthrough groupings "from mot.mech.Div. and from them newly formed Pz.Korps", called 
"operational reserves" in the document (p. 4), was already correctly identified in the Western Special 
Military District (2 Mechanized Corps), even if the main grouping in the Kiev Special Military District 
(3 Mechanized Corps) was overlooked. 91 Correct recognition of the massing of Red Army formations 
in the Kiev Special Military District would have made it possible at this early stage to reconnoiter the 
probable main direction of a possible Red Army offensive, as was in accordance with Stalin's 
determinations of 05 October 1940. Radio Situation Report of 07 February 1941 For the first time, a 
72nd Rifle Division was correctly identified in the Kiev Special Military District in the Prezemysl- 
Sambor area. However, it was the 72nd Mountain Rifle Division, in the inventory 4 mountain rifle 
regiments, 1 light and 1 howitzer artillery regiment, as well as independent units, fully structured and 
trained for combat in low mountain conditions. Also, a close examination of the radio situation map 
(Document IV.89, Appendix 1) as of 01 February 1941 reveals a certain clustering of units in the Kiev 
Special Military District, including some newly emerged units. This statement is confirmed by the 
January/February reconnaissance information (Document IV.87, Table IV.88) with 39.5 computation 
divisions in the Kiev Special Military District. Of great interest should have been the intercepted 
message about the increase in the combat readiness of the Black Sea Fleet (transition to "2nd operational 
readiness") ordered as of 05 February 1941, which was undoubtedly intended to lend weight to 
Molotov's demand of 17 January 1941 that the USSR consider Bulgaria a Soviet security zone. This also 
provided belated support for Halder's fears about possible Russian military intervention in the Balkans, 
which he noted in the diary of January 16, 1941, "Russian incursionpp.$ The move also increased the 
growing danger of Russia joining forces with England, a statement Hitler also made on January 16. 
January 1941 with the phrase "Eden man of going together with Russia. "96 Radio Situation Report, 10 
February 1941 In the Kiev Special Military District, the streamlining of troop command by combining 
the military district's command radio networks into the 5th, 6th, and 12th Armies could be correctly 
ascertained. The affiliation of the 90th Rifle Division to the Baltic Special Military District was also 
correctly elucidated. By intercepting the lively radio communications with the 45th Bombardment 
Wing at Tiraspol and the 160th Reserve Aviation Wing at Kirovograd, it was possible to prove that the 
aviation forces of the Odessa Military District were also included in the increase in the combat readiness 
of the Black Sea Fleet ordered since February 5, 1941. Radio situation report of February 11, 1941 
Interception of Moscow- Vladivostok radio traffic revealed the formation of additional aviation 
squadrons, such as the formation of the 14th Aviation Squadron in the Far East Front. The 67th Fighter 
Squadron in Bolgrad could be confirmed in the inventory of the 21st Mixed Aviation Division of the 
Odessa Military District. 12 February 1941 Formation of Mobilization Plan 41 for the Extreme 
Enlargement of the Red Army 97 As early as October 1940, the drafting of a new mobilization plan 
began in the General Staff of the Red Army. After several revisions, the new draft plan submitted by the 


new Chief of the General Staff, Zhukov, was approved by the CC of the CP(B) and the Council of 
People's Commissars of the USSR on February 12, 1941. It planned an extreme enlargement of the Red 
Army in the shortest possible time and envisaged that all the formations and deployments of troops 
necessary for the successful opening of a war would be carried out under cover before the start of the 
war in the months of March to June 1941. In the event of mobilization, the Red Army was to achieve 
the following key figures in 1941: The total number of divisions was to be increased from 206 to 314 
(by 52 °/o). Emphasis was placed on the substantial reinforcement of troops suitable for offensive action. 
Thus, the reorganization of 28 rifle divisions, 42 armored divisions, 21 motorized divisions, and 29 air 
divisions was planned. Since, remarkably, the proportion of the garrisons of the fortified spaces in the 
total strength of the Red Army decreased from 3.3 to 3.0 °/o, a strategic emphasis became apparent. As a 
comparison of the Mobilization Plan 41 staffing plan figures by military district shows, the Western 
Military Districts were to provide 74.8% and the five Western Frontier Military Districts 49% of the 
total Red Army staff strength. Such a distribution of locations facilitated covered mobilization. In the 
interest of the shortest possible replenishment times, reservists were to be called up where troops were 
already massed at the time and where their deployment was planned. Thus, the Kiev and Western 
Special Military Districts were to bear the brunt of personnel replenishments, with more than one 
million call-ups each. 100 Significantly, the realization of this plan was covered and began immediately 
without having triggered mobilization. Thus, the Soviet Union entered the immediate war preparation 
period. According to the documents of the Foreign Armies East, the information of the Amt 
Ausland/Abwehr that has become known so far, and the correspondence of the military attaches, 
Mobilization Plan 41 did not become known in Germany. We shall see in the following chapter, 
however, that the Wehrmachtfuhrung was able to gain important knowledge about this enlargement of 
the Red Army from a whole series of reports, even if these extreme objectives were not made known. 
But let us keep in mind that work on this plan was begun in October 1940, while Directive No. 21 Case 
Barbarossa was not signed until December 18, 1940, and the Wehrmacht buildup did not begin until the 
last decade of February 1941. Assessment of the Information on the Enemy Situation of 13 February 
1941 This is Annex 7 to the reconnaissance information of the Foreign Armies East on the Russian 
troops facing Army Group B, dated 13 February 1941 and with handwritten corrections as of 16 March 
1941. First, an overall view (citation IV.95) was given and some information on the enemy lying in the 
planned direction of attack of Army Group B was given. Quote IV.95 "1.) The present total strength of 
the partially mobile Russian war army is approximately: 20 A.O.K. (Army High Commands of the 
Verf.) 30 rifle corps (at least) 150 rifle divisions (of which 15 mot.) 9 cav. corps, 32 cav. Divisions 6 
mot.mech.corps, 37 mot.mech.brigades (minimum). If a total mobilization is carried out, it is estimated 
that at most about 209 rifle divisions can be raised. 2.)Presumed distribution of forces as of 15.2.41 see 
enclosed map: (the enclosed map was not released by the author). It shows that the mass of the Russian 
war army in Western Russia is located near the border without a pronounced center of gravity." 102 1. 
Again, a total strength of 200.5 calculation divisions was established, but in the process it was concluded 
that the Russian army was made "partially mobile" and it was already spoken of the "war army". This 
strength of the Red Army of 200/200.5 divisions, which had already been reported several times and 
was again confirmed in February 1941, must already have had an alarming effect, but the realization 
that it was already the "partially mobile Russian war army" should have set alarm bells ringing. 
However, this information was not entirely new, as von Lossberg had already mentioned in his 

study of September 15, 1940 (Document III.83) had already drawn attention to this dangerous situation 
with the following report: "1.) There does not seem to be any mobilization in Russia in German terms in 
the form of replenishing active divisions and raising reserve divisions. The war army is likely to exist in 
its framework approximately already now, ...". 2. further, the compiler of this "single issue on the 


enemy situation" comes to the conclusion that a formation of centers of gravity is not recognizable. 
Since in pt. 3.) it was spoken of having established by radio reconnaissance the formations of 3 armies 
(AOK. of the 4th, 10th, and 11th Armies), it is possible to conclude that there is no focal point. Army), 
it can be assumed that the statement "without a pronounced formation of centers of gravity" refers to 
the armies of the White Russian Military District facing Army Group B and not to the overall situation 
of the Red Army in the Western Military Districts, since the concentration of forces in the Kiev Special 
Military District (39.5 divisions) as well as additional forces in the Western Special Military District had 
already been recognized in the information of January 15, 1941 (document rv.49 ). Quote IV.96 
"Accordingly, there remain at free disposal against Germany (including Romania): about 100-104 
Schiitz. Div." 24 25 Kav.Div. " 32 mot.mech.Brigaden. " 103 Obviously, we are not talking here about 
Red Army troops reconnoitered in the border military districts, but setting forth expected values in the 
order of 140-145 calculation divisions, i.e., the possibility of the Red Army to use this number of troops 
for a war against Germany and Romania. In pt. 5.) some considerations are made about different Russian 
weapon types, which must make one sit up and take notice and are compiled in the following quotation 
IV.97. Quote IV.97 "The OHL has a considerable Artl. reserve."... "The tank units are numerically very 
{"very" in the original deleted by the author) strong (at least 36 (in the original corrected to "237" by the 


author) mot.mech. brigades."... "The appearance of the Panzerkampfwagen is always to be expected, ...") 
.. "The use of chemical warfare agents therefore seems probable."... "Despite the high number of 12- 
14,000 aircraft in all (of which I. Class in Europe 4,000 and in the Far East 1,000), the striking power of 
the Russian air force is much less than that of the Germans."... "The training of paratroops is strongly 


encouraged. ... Frequent use ... Is therefore to be expected." 104 This noteworthy development of 

a number of weapon branches, the strong artillery reserve, the numerical strength of the armored units, 
the high number of aircraft, especially the range of the bomber units, the formation of the parachute 
troops, and the feared use of chemical warfare agents could not be evaluated otherwise than as a cause 
for concern. In item 7) information was given about the Russian fortifications under construction, 
which were judged to be a field fortification system with makeshift and light concrete MG stands, as 
well as with wire obstacles and wooden watchtowers running along the border. News about the further 
development of the fortifications lying in the depths of the country (obviously they meant the Molotov 
and Stalin lines) was not available. 1. this Operative Study covers parts of the Soviet republics of 
Bessarabia, Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan and the entire Crimea. With this Operative Study concerning the area 
of Bessarabia the later realized possibility of a push of the Wehrmacht in the form of a pincer arm out of 
the Romanian area was investigated:. At the same time, however, it makes valuable statements about the 
strategic planning of the Red Army in the southwestern direction valid in the autumn/winter of 
1940/194 '. as well as about the aggravation of the threat situation of the oil area Ploesti-Campina- 
Targoviste. 2. the reconnaissance of the southwest direction as the main direction of the Red Army and 
not the south direction. While the reconnaissance information of the Foreign Armies East of February 
13, 1941 (Document IV.94) indicated a concentration of 55.5 computational divisions of the Red Army 
for the total area of the Kiev Special, Kharkov and Odessa Military Districts, this Operational Study 
(Document IV.98 ), only very small forces, 5 rifle and 2 cavalry divisions and 5 mot. mech. brigades 
(corresponding to 9.5 calculation divisions), were reconnoitered in the immediate vicinity of the new 
southern border between Bessarabia and Romania. Since, at the same time, lively fortification work was 
detected along the Romanian-Russian border on the Russian side with the presumed aim of expanding 
the Prut position and defending it, and the Dniester position, a defense system staggered in depth in 
three lines, was also recognized as a second position, it is documented that the General Staff became 
aware that the main forces of the Red Army were being concentrated not for a thrust into Romania but 
in the direction of the General Government. As the Red Army documents known today prove, the Red 


Army southwestern front to be deployed was given the task of establishing this frontier in the southern 
direction for defense in the operational plan of September 18, 1940, which was confirmed by Stalin in 
mid-October 1940 and thus was still valid in February 1941. The following quotation is an excerpt from 
this task given to the Southwest Front. Quote IV.99 "The Southwest Front the main task: with 
sustained coverage of the borders of Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina after the concentration of troops 
in cooperation with the 4th Army of the Western Front to inflict a decisive defeat on the Ljublin- 
Sandomir grouping of the enemy and advance to the river Wisla. ..." The Cavalry-Mechanized Army of 
the Kiev Special Military District/Southwest Front stationed in the Lviv area, in its inventory 4 
armored and 2 motorized divisions and 2 cavalry divisions, was also given the task, after securing the 
border in the period of concentration of troops, to move to the attack in the direction of Lyublin and 
destroy the Lyublin grouping of the Wehrmacht in cooperation with the 5th, 6th, and 19th Armies of 
the Southwest Front. 107 According to the operational plan of September 18, 1940, from Lipkany along 
the Prut River to the Black Sea, the 9th Army (8 SchDiv., 3 KavDiv., 2 PBr., 1 mot.SchBr.equ. 12.5 
calculation divisions) had to be deployed, as we know108 today. Thus, the Red Army grouping 
reconnoitered at the Prut River, according to its magnitude of 9.5 Russian calculation divisions, also 
corresponded approximately to reality. 3. an attack of the Red Army in the southern direction as well as 
the access to or the disturbance of the petroleum area by the Soviet Union was not excluded justifiably. 
Despite the findings mentioned in 2, according to which a concentration of forces pointed more to the 
main direction west, the Operational Study justifiably regarded the southern direction with concern. 
The reconnaissance finding in the study that the divisions advanced to the Russian-Romanian border 
were in a fully mobilized condition was not likely to have had a reassuring effect on the General Staff of 
the Wehrmacht. In any case, this finding confirmed the statement already made by Lossberg in his 
operational study "East" of 15 September 1940 that "the Kriegsheer. . in its framework..." continued to 
exist, ie., large parts of the Red Army were in a partially mobilized state even in February 1941 (Cf. 
Document IV.94.). O Of the large number of airfields reconnoitered in Central and Southern 
Bessarabia, 17 were reported as occupied. Since they were usually grass airfields, only smaller units 
(possibly chains, squadrons) of the Red Army Air Forces could have been stationed there. The air threat 
was acute anyway. Thus, the entire above-mentioned area was within the radius of action of about six 
mixed air divisions (21st Odessa Mixed Air Division, 20th Kishinev, 45th Kirovgrad, 17th Proskurov, 
63rd Sambor, 16th Tarnopol). Of course, the entire area was also within the radius of action of the long- 
range bombing forces of the divisions (including the 5th Rostov Long-Range Bombing Division) of the 
newly created 4th Long-Range Bombing Corps. By June 22, 1941, however, only three airfields (Belzy 
55th Fighter Wing, Kishinev 4th, Akkermann 5th High Speed Bomb Wing) were still occupied. This 
need not be surprising, since it is well known that in the Kiev Special Military District many squadrons 
of the air forces were moved forward from the depths of the country to the west beginning on June 11, 
1941.109 O The Red Army's occupation on October 26, 1940, of the islands in the Danube Delta near 
Ismail on the grounds that they belonged to Bessarabia was known in the High Command of the 
Wehrmacht. Proof is the entry in the war diary of the OK W of October 28, 1940: "Russians on the 
26th in the morning occupied 3 islands Ismail and Kismanuela (?)." 10 O The statement about the 
newly created Danube fleet of the Soviet Union, about which more detailed information is contained in 
the Operative Study, must also have had an alarming effect in the High Command of the Wehrmacht. 
Thus, the strength of 2-4 gunboats and 10-12 speedboats as well as an unspecified number of armed 
launches were reported, but also the main berth of the Danube Fleet in Ismail as well as other berths in 
Reni, Valcow and Chilia noua were reconnoitered. A glance at the map shows that the oil area in the 
Ploesti-Campina-Targoviste area, which was of vital importance for the Wehrmacht, the oil port and 
the tank facilities in Constanta and Giurgiu as well as the Danube bridge at Cernavoda now had to be 


considered as particularly 

had to be considered particularly endangered. For the reasons mentioned under 3, taking into account 
the reports of the Abwehr, the authors of the Operative Study came to the conclusion mentioned in the 
following quotation IV.100: quotation IV.100 "Abwehr reports from recent times about Russian. 
Intentions in Moldavia as well as the various partially successful attempts to gain a foothold on the 
Danube islands substantiate this assumption. A Russian. An "attack" against Moldova will probably be 
conducted across the border in a broad front. Due to the force structure in southern Bessarabia, an 
approach via Galatz is to be expected, with the intention: a) to cut off the Moldavian province, b) to 
advance via Galatz to Ploesti. At the same time, an active approach from the north from Bukovina 
could be expected." Summary of the 4th Army reconnaissance information of February 28, 1941 (as of 
February 15, 1941) Although here, too, referring to the information of the Foreign Armies East, a total 
strength of the Red Army of 200.5 calculation divisions was assumed, a high number of 121 rifle, 25 
cavalry divisions, and 32 mot mech. Brigades (corresponding to 162 computational divisions) in the 
European part of the Soviet Union, which were massed in the three border military districts with a 
strength of 97.5 computational divisions, primarily in the vicinity of the border. 1. this information is of 
considerable accuracy. All the mentioned 7 armies were correctly assigned to the 3 frontier military 
districts, and of the 24 rifle divisions recognized in the Western Special Military District, all 24 divisions 
could be named with their locations in the attached location map M 1:1,000,000. A comparison of these 
divisions with Russian documents showed that the majority of the rifle divisions were acting in the 
above-mentioned military districts at the beginning of the war on June 22, 1941, despite the advancing 
deployment in the spring of 1941, which was connected with a redeployment to the main direction 
southwest newly determined by Stalin. As the following comparison (Table IV.103) of the reports of 
January 15 and February 28, 1941 proves, the further increase in the number of Red Army units massed 
in the three border military districts and the formation of a new main direction had already been 
detected by German reconnaissance in mid-February 1941. In view of the state of reconnaissance 1t. this 
document (February 15, 1941), it must be stated that the deployment of the Wehrmacht had been 
ordered on January 31, 1941 (Aufmarschanweisung), but had not even begun. Since the 1st echelon of 
the Wehrmacht's deployment of units (infantry divisions only) began on February 20, 1941, the Red 
Army's 

further massing of 97.5 divisions in these three border military districts took place before the 
Wehrmacht's deployment began. 3. the Red Army Mechanized Corps mentioned only in passing, 
although they had already been mentioned in earlier documents, including the January/ February 1941 
reconnaissance information (Document IV.87), permit the statement that the structure and strength of 
the Mechanized Corps had not yet been fully elucidated. The 360 combat vehicles mentioned in the 
information in the inventory of the corps of the three above-mentioned border military districts remain 
far below their inventory of 543 to 781 tanks already reached on 01 October 1940 (target 1t. Russian 
equipment record 888 tanks/mechanized corps, table rv. 125.). 4. the number of cavalry divisions in the 
three frontier military districts, mentioned as 17, was overstated. 5. attention should have been drawn, 
however, to the following sentence on page 1 of the above-mentioned document: "From this (the 
author's situation map) it is clear that strong parts of the Red Army in a mobile state are near the border. 
" 13-28 February Horchmeldungen Ost Message of 13 February 1941 (Document IV. 104) Again, a 
number of formations in the Trans-Baikal Military District as well as in the Far Eastern Front were 
mentioned for the first time, supporting the assumption that the redeployment of Red Army units was 
continuing. As the above excerpt from Document IV. 104 proves, a conspicuous increase in radio traffic 
was noted in the border military districts, the Baltic, the Western, and the Kiev Special, as well as in the 
Odessa Military District in the area of air forces. In addition, new radio stations appeared, more and 


more entire radio networks were formed in a wide variety of structures, which testified to a 
reorganization of subordination relationships and the streamlining of command. Message of February 15, 
1941 (document rv.105) The 27th Rifle Corps in the Kiev Special Military District could be confirmed, 
but the recognized 44th Rifle Division was a mountain rifle division. Of interest should have been the 
131st Rifle Division, identified for the first time, a motorized rifle division that was part of the newly 
established 9th Mechanized Corps of the Kiev Special Military District ordered by Stalin. The 72nd 
High-Speed Bombardment Wing of the Leningrad Military District was correctly ascertained to be at 
Bessovets, but it belonged not, as reported, to the 5th Aviation Division but to the 55th Mixed Aviation 
Division of the Military District. Message of February 21, 1941 (Document IV.106) As the following 
excerpt from this message shows, there was a substantial expansion of radio communications in the Kiev 
Special Military District to Lviv and establishment of a strong Lviv-Sambor message axis. This 
intelligence axis runs exactly in the main direction of attack ordered by Stalin. The distance from 
Sambor to the demarcation line was only about 28 km. The 72nd and 99th Divisions were also correctly 
reconnoitered in the Kiev Special Military District, but the 72nd Division was a mountain rifle division. 
The 2nd Rifle Corps reconnoitered in Diinaburg belonged to the Western Special Military District. The 
14th Aviation Squadron correctly identified in the Kiev Special Military District was the 14th Heavy 
Bomber Squadron at Borispol (east of Kiev). The 54th Fast Bomber Wing correctly identified in the 
Baltic Special Military District at Vilnius belonged to the 8th Mixed Air Division. The 42nd Fighter 
Squadron of the 4th Mixed Air Division, also stationed in Vilnius, and the 5th Fighter Squadron of the 
Far Eastern Front were first identified. Message of February 26, 1941 (poorly legible document) The 
24th Rifle Corps was assigned to the Leningrad Military District, but belonged to the Baltic Special 
Military District. At least, however, the operational direction was correct. The placement of the 5th Air 
Division in Vyborg could be confirmed. However, it was not a mixed but the 5th Fighter Division of 
the Leningrad Military District. Message of February 28, 1941 (Document IV.107) The 9th Cavalry 
Division and the 49th Armored Brigade could again be correctly located in the Odessa Military District, 
as well as 27th Rifle Corps, 44th Rifle Division (a mountain rifle division), and 135th Rifle Division in 
the Kiev Special Military District. The 131st Rifle Division (first located on 15 February 1941) was 
correctly identified in the Kiev Special Military District, but incorrectly assigned to the 27th Rifle 
Corps because it was a motorized rifle division belonging to the newly formed 9th Mechanized Corps. 
15 February 1941 Issuance of the Guidelines for Enemy Deception With the Guidelines for Enemy 
Deception, outlined below, issued by Keitel, the largest strategic operation to disinform the enemy in 
World War II began. Issued in time before the start of the Wehrmacht's deployment in the east, the 
above-mentioned guidelines were highly successful in deceiving the potential enemy.115 1 In 
enforcement of the directives, a large number of extensively coordinated and hardly transparent 
deceptive measures were worked out by the Wehrmacht Thus, in the first stage of the march for 
Barbarossa, more divisions were moved to the west than to the east, embarkation sections on the west 
coast were cordoned off, English dictionaries were distributed among the troops, English interpreters 
were called up, even personnel carriers rolling to the east carried signs reading "We are rolling against 
England." Fictitious documents for "Sea Lion" (Document V.22) were also prepared in the High 
Command. 2. essential for the deception of Stalin was Hitler's letter to Stalin on May 14, 1941 
(Document V1 15), in which Hitler assured him: "Expected 15-20 June pla. ne I to begin the massive 
transfer of troops from your border to the west." , As evidenced by the immediate revision of the 
operational planning for the attack on Germany of May 15, 1941 (at the earliest), Stalin believed in such 
a course of further events. The article "Crete as an Example", written by Goebbels, no doubt with 
Hitler's consent, and launched in the Vélkischer Beobachter of June 13, 1941, also contributed to the 
misleading of the Soviet leadership as an indirect allusion to the landing of the Wehrmacht in England 


allegedly planned in the near future. Above all, however, the immediate confiscation of this issue on 
"Hitler's personal instructions " was intended to attract attention. Goebbels celebrated the effect of his 
article in the Vélkischer Beobachter like that of an exploding bomb. In his diary he wrote: " Yesterday: 
My article on Crete a real sensation in the country and abroad. "And on June 15, 1941, after checking 
the reactions abroad: "Our production succeeded excellently.... In London, the subject of the invasion is 
once again at the center 

of attention. "116 4. The following example of the effectiveness of this deceptive action may be cited: 
Pt 11.3 of the Guidelines referred to the importance of the use of the Airborne Corps against England. 
Russian reconnaissance had recognized the feigned concentration of airborne units in the west, so that 
Golikov, with Special Message Reconnaissance No. 660506ss, reported their following distribution to 
Stalin as late as May 15, 1941: "Moreover, in the Air Force inventory there are 8-10 
paratrooper/airborne divisions, of which 1-2 divisions are in Greece, 5-6 divisions on the north coast of 
France and Belgium, and 2 divisions within the country." A misreporting of the number of Wehrmacht 
airborne divisions by Golikov and a misinterpretation of their imminent deployment against England 
that fooled Stalin. The Abwehr's Reconnaissance of Enemy Work in the East Direction As the 
following Abwehr documents prove, there were important Abwehr reports available to Army Group B 
despite the considerable difficulties created by the USSR in the east. The reconnaissance order given to a 
Russian spy, mentioned in Document IV. 109, proves the great interest of the Russian side in 
information about locations and tasks of the Wehrmacht in the Generalgouvernement. Since the 
Wehrmacht's deployment did not begin until February 20, 1941, with the 1st Deployment Squadron in 
the eastern direction, this great interest of Russian reconnaissance could only have been directed at Army 
Group B. Also, the subject mentioned in the Abwehrstelle's message (Document IV. 110), "Enemy 
order of English and Russian ND (intelligence services of the author). " could lead to the assumption of 
an existing or emerging cooperation between these intelligence services. Let us take these reports as an 
indication that at least the work of the Abwehrstelle at the Military Commander in the 
Generalgouvernement, which had been operating in the eastern direction for much longer than that of 
Army Group B, was functioning well. Due to the total isolation of the Soviet Union, there was, as can 
be seen, a lack of sufficient depth in the work of the Abwehrstellen. This is also proved by the reports of 
the Abwehrstelle (documents III.110-113 ) on the ammunition dumps and airfields reconnoitered on 
the Russian side in the fall of 1940. February 1941 Beginning of Planning for Barbarossa in the Army 
Groups and the Army High Commands The following documents, selected from a large number, prove 
that the procurement of the materials necessary for detailed planning in the Army High Commands did 
not begin until after receipt of the deployment order for Barbarossa of 31 January 1941 and in 
connection with the beginning of the deployment (1st deployment squadron on 22 February 1941). 
Since there were obviously only inadequate prerequisites in the staffs for these planning processes, it is 
reasonable to conclude that there was no long-term view of the plan for an eastern campaign at the level 
of the army and tank groups and in the army high 

commands. Even Army Group B, which according to established historiography was supposed to have 
begun its buildup for an invasion of the Soviet Union as early as the late summer of 1940, did not 
request the topographical documents necessary for planning a strike, in this case the securing of maps of 
the road network of western Russia (Document IV] 11), until February 21, 1941. The approval of the 
Army High Command of 10 February 1941 (Document IV] 12) for the destruction of older orientation 
booklets on Russia and the hi~ weis to the manual "The War Defence Force of the USSR" of 01 
January 1941 confirm that the information and figures in the manual (Document IV25) tibe: the Red 
Army in the Army High Command were regarded as fundamental to the further. Planning process were 
considered. Also, the request for the aerial photographs necessary for planning operations, above, that of 


KoLuft in Army High Command 18 (Document IV.113, dated 23 February 1941, confirms the start of 
the 18th Army planning process in February 1941, although the 18th Army had been in the east since 
August 1940. Let us take these documents as an indication that Army High Command 18, too, was 
concerned with offensive investigations and planning only after receiving the appropriate instructions in 
execution of the deployment order of 31 January 1941. But also the very late start of the necessary aerial 
reconnaissance becomes clear. Thus Kinzel was forced to report to Halder on 18 February 1941 that 
aerial reconnaissance could not be completed by 01 March 1941. ~~ As evidenced here by a few 
documents, a process of drafting all planning documents for Barbarossa and their continuing 
specification, which was constantly ongoing across all planning levels, was not initiated until February 
1941, depending also on the staggered arrival of staffs/precommandos and formations/troop units in the 
east. Even the planning process for the three Army Groups North, Central, and South did not begin 
until after Halder had received the deployment order for Barbarossa and had deliberated on the Army 
Groups' draft operations for the eastern campaign on 20 February 1941.123 On 17 February 1941, 
Halder recorded a statement by Hitler about the Russian air force in the war diary: "He (Hitler the 
author) was concerned about the news about the Russian air force. Confrontation was unavoidable. ... 
"124 The direct subordination of the Air Force to the Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht as an 
independent part of the Wehrmacht allows the assumption that Hitler received direct information about 
the dangerous development of the Red Army air forces through Reich Minister Goering or Generals 
Jeschonnek or Konrad. He may also have been aware of the findings of the Horchtruppen Ost of 
January 17, 1941, on the concentration of Red Army air forces (Document IV53) in the border military 
districts or of the summary account of the Horchtruppen with the annexes of January 31, 1941 
(Documents IV.62-75). It was probably this consternation on Hitler's part about the Russian air force 
that prompted Halder subsequently to have Generals Konrad and Jeschonnek report in more detail on 
the threatening development of the air forces of the USSR. February 20, 1941 Establishment of a 
Working Staff at Gatow A series of the above reports prompted the Luftwaffe High Command to turn 
its attention to the East. As Kesselring expressed it, this did not happen until 20 February 1941. Quote 
IV. 114 "Under the immediate direction of the OB of the Luftwaffe, a small working staff was formed 
at Gatow (Luftkriegsschule) near Berlin on 20 February 1941, the head of which, Colonel i. G. Lobel, 
informed me from time to time of its progress or sought my decision." 125 22 February 1941 Message 
from General Konrad The latter gave a lecture on the air forces of the Red Army on 22 February 1941. 
Excerpts from his detailed reconnaissance results are shown in the following quotation: QuotelV.il 5 
"Russian Air Force (General Konrad): a) Air Force no independent Wehrmacht part (organization). b) 
Accommodation and strengths 1100 airfields, 200 of them serviceable, equipment worse than ours. We 
assume 4000-5000 fighters, of which north of Pripjet: reconnaissance and combat 1530, fighters 2200, 
south of Pripjet: reconnaissance and combat 675, fighters 1250, [-5655] thus center of gravity north of 
Pripjet. Luftwaffe considers this to be determination of the Russian West Aufinarsch (new Russia 
booklet). Transport aircraft and paratroopers Kiev. In summer 60% of above numbers to be assumed 
operational. (c) Types: Reconnaissance aircraft obsolete, ... Schiachtfliegeiin the mass unfashionable, ... 
Rata-J 16 fighter good. ...Inferior to the German fighter. New machines under construction. 1941 
probably not yet [ready]. Fighters: 2/3 good: SB 1-3 and TB 3 =2/3 of total mass. SB 1-3 penetration 
600 km. Night and bad weather aircraft. Prey of TB 3 penetration depth 1,000 km (2,000 kg). German 
fighter DB 3 penetration depth 1,500 km (800 kg). e) Ground organization, 
Lujiwajfennachrichtentruppe: ..Ground organization poor. Gr parts attached to air units. Stockpiling 
apparently poor. ..." e) Ground organization, Lujtwaffennachrichtentruppe: ..Ground organization 
poor. C arge portions attached to airborne units. Stockpiling apparently poor..." 126 Then, on 26 
February 1941, the OK W war diary recorded, "For "Barbarossa" the first transport movements have 


been initiated. "127 27 February 1941 Consultation with General Jeschonnek From a meeting with 
General Jeschonne held on 27 February 1941, Halder recorded in the war diary the latter's following 
assessment of the Red Army's air forces: quote FV.1 16 "Barbarossa: fighters 6:1 (3:1) 128 allegedly 
considerably outnumbered in material and equipment. Kampffl. [of Russians] outnumbered 2:1 (1:1) in 
training. Fighters only 400 modern, in whole 3000; used in ground combat. Fighters 1600-2000, mostly 
older types. Expected to be strong against our attack tops, but collapse against our superior technology 
and experience. Marginal note: Destruction targets. Ground organization of Russians not separate from 
operational formations, hence cumbersome and, once disrupted, not quickly repaired." 129 The war 
game of Panzergruppe Guderian conducted on 26727 February 1941, the progress of which was 
reported to Halder on 28 February 1941, confirms that planning for the eastern campaign did not start in 
the Panzergruppe command organ until February 1941 and was examined in the course of this war 
game. 10° IV.6. the aggravation of the 

of the Situation in Scandinavia and the Balkans The Threat to Finland from the Soviet Union 
Concerning the increasing danger to Finland, Hitler made the following statement to the Duce on 20 
January 1941: Quote IV. 117 "The Fiihrer began by pointing out the great importance of Finland to 
Germany because of its nickel deposits, the only one in Europe. The Russians, he said, had agreed to 
supply Germany with the quantities of nickel she needed, but they would do so only as long as they 
wished; Finland, therefore, must not be touched again. " 131 But Stalin was not only concerned with 
the nickel ore mines, but with seizing the strategically important positions on his northern flank. This, 
too, became known to the German side. According to information provided by the military attaché on 9 
Feb. 1941, Mannerheim pointed out as early as 8 Feb. 41 that in the event of Russia's occupation of the 
nickel ore mines, the supplies for the German troops in the northwest that were proceeding along the 
Arctic Ocean Route would come under Russian control.132 The following excerpts from the war diary 
of the High Command of the Wehrmacht from February 16 to 21, 1941, prove that the High 
Command was fully informed of these events directed against Finland: February 16, 1941: The Chief of 
the Wehrmacht Guidance Staff instructed the Foreign Department to take appropriate political 
measures to prevent the Russians from becoming trapped in the Petsamo nickel ore mines. February 18, 
1941: Finnish-Russian conflict over the mines. "The Finns fear an act of violence on the part of the 
Russians, since the negotiations have reached a dead point." February 19, 1941: The Foreign Office, 
since the beginning of the pressure on Finland and the negotiations with Russia over the nickel ore 
mines in Petsamo, tried to prevent the Russians from getting stuck in the nickel ore mines. February 21, 
1941: Due to Russia's enormous pressure on Finland, the Finns temporarily considered giving up 
Petsamo and ceding it to the Soviet Union. 133 The tremendous pressure exerted by the Soviet Union 
on Finland is made clear in these few messages received in time at the High Command of the 
Wehrmacht... Di; excerpts also prove, however, that the German side initially attempted to prevent d 
circle appropriate political measures of the Foreign Office a loss of Petsamosj. Threat to Norway by 
English jamming and landing operations On 16 January 1941 in evaluation of Hitler's speech of 09 
January 1941, General Paulus info:mated Halder, who had returned from leave, about the consequences 
statement by Hitler: "Norway secured. English demonstration not excluded. "134 The close connection 
of taking precautions against English landing attempts in Norway za and securing Finnish Petsamo 
against Russian seizure was also evident in Gen.Oberst von Falkenhorst's message to Halder on the same 
day about coastal stockpiling on the Norwegian coast. Von Falkenhorst also reported on important 
points of the coastal defenses and on the nature of their armamentto the problem of Petsamo- 
Murmansk, in the event of war with Russia, to work out a Finnish-German thrust in the direction of 
Lake Ladoga-Onega as an operational proposal, as well as on supply and command questions. 135 In 
accordance with this need to strengthen coastal defenses, the Wehrmacht commander Norway 


ordered the additional deployment of 15 batteries from booty stocks on 13 February 1941. However, 
this did not yet resolve the newly emerged nc! need for the sea defense of Narvik, where only 15-cm 
guns were located. Russia's Threat in the Balkans Russia was also exerting increasing pressure on 
Bulgaria because of its intention to join the Three-Power Pact, since this could jeopardize Bulgaria's use 
as a bridgehead against Germany and as a deployment area and supply base for the Red Army's planned 
troop deployment to the Dardanelles, and the Soviet Union's influence in the Balkans would diminish. 
In order to reassure the Soviet Union that the transport of troops durcl Romania did not threaten the 
security of the Soviet Union, an orientation of Russia on the military transports to Romania took place 
on 12 Jamia 1941. 136 Nevertheless, military intervention by the Soviet Union in the imminent passage 
of German troops through Bulgaria was considered quite possible, as evidenced by Halder's diary entry 
"Russian Incursion pp." of January 16, 1941, especially since the Soviet Foreign Commissar Molotov 
had told the German ambassador in Moscow on January 17, 1941, that the USSR considered Beil garia a 
Soviet security zone. 137 Hitler made the following comments to the Duce on January 20, 1941, about 
this situation, which was becoming more complicated for Germany: Quote IV] 18 of the German 
march into Romania, a demarche had been made by the Russian government; it would be rejected 
accordingly. The Russians always become insolent in the times (winter) when nothing can be done to 
them. The march on Romania had a threefold purpose: an operation against Greece, the protection of 
Bulgaria against Russia and Turkey, and the securing of the guarantee of Romania. " 138 These few 
lines identified part of the problems that not only seriously strained German-Russian relations but also 
aroused further fears. Although the deployment order for the 12th Army for "Marita" had already been 
presented to the Chief of the Wehrmacht Joint Staff by OSL von Lossberg on 11 December 1940 and 
signed by Hitler on 13 December 1940 after improvements by the Chief of the Wehrmacht Joint Staff, 
the 12th Army was still not fully replenished on 25 January 1941, as the following excerpt from the 

OK W's Gliederungsund Stellenbesetzungsnachweis (Document IV.1 19) proves. There were 15 missing 
units still at Army High Commands 1, 2, 4,7, and 17. The 12th Army's planned deployment to the 
Balkans was, contrary to otherwise loud. Claims, not a component of an early deployment against the 
sov tunion. The opposite was the case, the 17th Army of the Army Group B stationed in the East and : 
responsible for security in this direction was assigned for c: Deployment in the Balkans 6 divisions 
(including the 2nd and 9th Armored Divisions) and 4th Army one infantry division were withdrawn, 
seriously weakening Army Group B by 7 D sions. The repeated communication from the Foreign 
Armies East that the total za?.. reconnoitered divisions of the Red Army had not changed significantly in 
the fall of 1940/winter of 1941 may have eased the decision to temporarily withdraw units from the east 
2 and 9th Panzer Division from its home base in Vienna/St. Pélten). e. Because of the Red Army's 
occupation of the Danube islands and the station rung of the Russian Danube flotilla at Ismail, which 
could emsthrt endanger oil supply lines, Hitler was forced to decide on 30 January 1941 to deploy troops 
of the Wehrmacht Mission Romania to Tulcea to secure the Geb i e south of the southern Danube 
region against the north, that is, against Russia.140 Let us take this determination as further evidence 
that these expansive har: lings by Stalin caused a brewing worrisome situation on the ball-:;. It was also 
considered quite possible that Russia might induce Turkey to take fine.k eben action against Germany, 
even if the "Marita" undertaking did not drive sc te to a military confrontation with Russia. Threat in 
the Balkans from England Although it could be established as late as October 1940 that an air fakr f-_ 
the oil regions of Romania by English air forces would exist only from aircraft carriers or from the 
Greek mainland and that Crete would be of only limited suitability as a jumping-off point because of 
limited capacities ("/ land airfield for 1 fighter group"), the invasion of Greece by Italy ar 29 October 
1940 created another dangerous situation in the Balkans not provoked by Germany. Immediately with 
the general mobilization of Greece, England declared on 29 Ok tober 1940 that it saw itself as an Ally of 


Greece and wished to guarantee every possible hi including the dispatch of British forces. 1" After 
receipt of the report of the transfer of aircraft of large empirewe - by the British to Greece on 
November 30, 1940, it became apparent c t the opening of another theater of war in the Balkans. The 
Chief of the Military Mission in Romania took account of the extraordinary threat that had now arisen 
to the oil region of Ploesti from British air forces with the following Order No. 2 of 12 February 1941, 
which stated: "I. According to recent news, surprising enemy measures are to be expected on Romanian 
territory. English air attacks (especially low-flying) will probably be directed primarily against: oil 
depots and oil port in Constanta and Giurgiu installations of the oil area in the area of Ploesti, Campina, 
Targoviste ..." As a result of this assessment, Order No. 2 (Document FV.120) ordered intensified 
defensive measures, established protective areas, and organized fire protection. 27 February 1941 
Indications of Turkey's Cooperation with England While as late as 21 December 1940, in a document 
from the Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht signed by Jodi, the Bulgarian Army was considered to 
take over flank protection against Turkey, 143 since its military intervention was not yet considered 
likely at that time, however, in February 194a 

dangerously escalating situation in the Balkans with Turkey. Encouraged by the defeat of the Italians in 
North Africa in December 1940 and by the successful Greek counteroffensive in Albania, Turkey 
declared that it wanted to continue cooperating with England. Thus, the military attaché in Ankara, 
General Rhode, reported to Chief L on 07 February 1941 that Turkey would enter the war against 
Germany "... because it feared that at an earlier or later date it would be attacked by Germany after all." 
The entry into the war could only be averted by a sufficient assurance, not by the German ambassador 
in Ankara, but by Hitler himself. Moreover, the German troops moving into Bulgaria would have to 
stay about 50 kilometers from the Turkish border. 144 As late as February 10, 1941, according toa 
report by General von Mittelberger, an attack by Turkish divisions in the direction of Plovdiv was 
considered possible by the Army General Staff, and considerations were made to forestall this attack. 145 
On February 25, 1941, Heusinger reported to the Army General Staff the expectation of a British 
landing in Greek Thrace and likewise contemplated preemptive action, which Field Marshal List was to 
plan.146 According to information provided by the military attaché at the German Embassy in Tokyo 
on February 27, 1941 (Document IV.121 ) about the landing of 300 British planes, parts of them in 
Eastern Thrace, and delivery of further war equipment by England to Turkey, the German General 
Staff had to expect Turkey to join forces with England, the main enemy. Also, Eden, while in Ankara, is 
said to have promised the deployment of 250,000 British troops alongside Turkey if she entered the war. 
147 The looming danger was primarily the emergence of a possible British-Russian alliance that might 
result from an understanding between England and the Soviet Union under Turkish mediation. A grand 
coalition of Germany's adversaries was looming. To prevent this, German foreign policy was interested 
in maintaining existing tensions between the Soviet Union and Turkey. Although it was assumed in the 
High Command of the Wehrmacht that the "Marita" enterprise would not lead to war with Russia, but 
that it was possible that Russia might induce Turkey to take hostile action against Germany, this report 
had made Turkey's entry into the war alongside England more likely. 149 As a result of the information 
provided after the report of TI. February 1941 (Document IV.121), the threat to the oil region, the 
transshipment points/loading ports, and the necessary transport facilities escalated considerably. From 
this, as it seemed, common interest situation of the Soviet Union and England and considering further 
serious indications of a possible cooperation (Cf. above.) an approaching deadly danger for the vital oil 
supply of the Wehrmacht from Ploesti had to be recognized. In case of inquiries from the Soviet Union 
concerning Germany's intentions in the Balkans, the following argumentation was worked out as a 
precautionary measure: Germany could not tolerate a British foothold in the Balkans and, moreover, 
was obliged to protect it by Romania's accession to the Three-Power Pact. However, the concentration 


of forces carried out for these reasons was by no means directed against Russia, this was already shown 
by the assembly exclusively in southern Romania. "10° Only in the following order No. 3 of February 
23, 1941, the tasks of the air force and army mission were stated very clearly: "The overall task 
protection of the Rumanian oil area and protection of the Russian oil industry is to be carried out by the 
air force. Oil area and protection of oil depots and transshipment points. "Significantly, this Order No. 3 
no longer contains a formulation directed exclusively against British air forces (cf. Order No. 2, 
Document IV. 120.), but, one must assume, took into account the threat posed simultaneously 

by the air forces of the Red Army and England. It was not until March 26, 1941, that the High 
Command of the Wehrmacht issued an instruction (Document V.40) related to the preparation of 
Barbarossa for the defense of the Romanian petroleum area. Even in the subsequent period, the chain of 
command can be traced to Order No. 10 of 31 May 1941, no change was made in the locations 
established for the protection of the oil area. Summary of the Dual Flank Threat in Scandinavia and the 
Balkans 1. As mentioned above, the months of January/February 1941 were characterized by a rapidly 
escalating threat situation on the northeastern and southeastern flanks of the German Reich, which had 
been reconnoitered and was known to the political and military leadership of the German Reich and the 
Wehrmacht. According to the available documents as well as the diary entries of the High Command of 
the Wehrmacht and Halder, the following main threat points were identified: - the Finnish-Russian 
conflict over the Petsamo nickel ore mines, including the danger of their occupation by Russian troops; 
- the increasing danger of English disruptive and landing operations against Norway to stop iron ore 
shipments from Sweden; - the Russian attempts to develop Bulgaria as a security zone and to establish a 
bridgehead; - the increasing threat to the oil supply line on the Danube from the Russian Danube flotilla 
stationed at Ismail; - the extraordinary threat to the bombing of Ploesti by the British, created by the 
transfer of long-range aircraft to Greece; - the British attempts to win Turkey for an alliance against 
Germany and increased indications of their cooperation (landing of 300 British planes). 2 The 
consequence was the realization that Hitler's intention to keep the Baltic Sea area (Finland) and the 
Balkans free of war could no longer be realized. The danger to the nickel ore supplies from Petsamo, the 
iron ore supplies from Kiruna, and the oil supplies from Ploesti, which were urgently needed to 
continue the war against England, had increased immensely, especially since the Soviet Union was also 
able to block the rubber coming from the Far East by rail because of the British naval blockade. 
Although the Supreme Allied War Council's objective of encircling Germany and establishing a 
northern and southern front was known from the La Charite file findings and the photographed files of 
the Russian courier, the particular danger was that only limited Wehrmacht forces were available in 
both Scandinavia and the Balkans. I1V.7 The Summary of the Reconnaissance Results; Reconnaissance 
Period November 1940 to February 1941 The Reconnaissance of the Red Army Land Forces 1. The 
Reconnaissance of the Total Strength of the Red Army Divisions In all the reconnaissance documents of 
the Foreign Armies East since the information of 09 September 1940, the total strength of the Red 
Army was found to be constant at 200 divisions. Only the reconnaissance information of 13 February 
1941 reported a slight increase in numbers to 200.5 Calculation Divisions. The Red Army structure of 
150 rifle and 32 cavalry divisions and 6 mechanized corps with 36-37 mot.mech. brigades, as shown in 
the following table rv.123, was also reported as hardly changed. This also corresponds to Major General 
Mareks' finding, which he had already reported in his draft orientation of 05 August 1940 (Document 
III.70): "Russia at present possesses 151 Inf-D., 32 K.D., 30 mot.mech. brigades. In the opinion of the 
12th Dept. this number will not be able to increase substantially by the spring. " And indeed, so it was. A 
comparison of the strength reconnoitered by the Wehrmacht in this period, autumn/winter 1940/1941, 
with the actual number of Red Army units according to Russian documents, including a number of new 
units in formation, is given in the following chart FV.124 and the text portions that follow. As is readily 


apparent, of the 264 Red Army computational divisions actually in existence as well as in formation, 
only 200.5 were reconnoitered, and the developing danger in the east, while recognized, was still 
considerably underestimated. Reconnaissance of Rifle Troops Although the Wehrmacht had 
reconnoitered a high number of 150 divisions of rifle troops, the real Red Army inventory in the 
fall/winter of 1940/1941 was 181 rifle and mountain rifle divisions (excluding the eight, and later nine, 
motorized rifle divisions of the Mechanized Corps). Of these 181 divisions, 113 had been replenished to 
more than 12,000 soldiers since July 1940. The bulk of these divisions, which were replenished close to 
the war, were stationed in the western border military districts of the Soviet Union; in the Far Eastern 
Front, only 15 divisions were replenished close to the war. The reconnaissance information did not 
include an assessment of the personnel replenishment status of the rifle troops, but the Wehrmacht 
leadership was aware of Lossberg's findings in his Operational Study East of 15 September 1940, "The 
war army, however, is probably already in existence within its framework". The Red Army's armored 
and mechanized troops 154 were judged to be capable and numerically very strong, and the 
restructuring of troops 

to mechanized corps with operational purposes that were strong in combat and capable of 
breakthroughs. However, only six Mechanized Corps were identified in the total Red Army strength, 
although on Stalin's personal instructions the Red Army had begun to raise eight Mechanized Corps and 
two independent armored divisions (Table IV.125) in late May 1940, the staffing and equipping of 
which was considered complete in early October 1940 despite a number of tanks still missing. And again 
on Stalin's personal instructions of 05 October 1940, another Mechanized Corps, the 9th, was 
established in the Kiev Special Military District, but it was not to be operational until the spring of 1941. 
However, as evidenced by Annex 8 to Kinzel's manual (Document IV25) on the USSR's wartime 
armed forces, dated 01 January 1941, the structure of a Mechanized Corps was assumed to consist of 
two armored and one motorized rifle brigade (in reality, each Mechanized Corps had two armored and 
one motorized rifle division in its inventory), and thus the striking power of these corps was substantially 
underestimated. But it is precisely in the mechanized corps' ability to break through a strong defense 
that one can see an indication of the Red Army's offensive concept. That these corps were not planned 
to accompany the rifle units but to break through can be seen from the formation of armored brigades in 
the rifle corps, which had the task of escorting the attacking rifle units. The formulation in Kinzel's 
manual " ff) The large troop formations (rifle corps and rifle divisions) have gained considerably in 
combat value through the organic allocation of armored combat vehicles." proves that the Wehrmacht's 
reconnaissance had recognized this development despite a certain underestimation of the combat power 
of the Mechanized Corps. According to the Wehrmacht's reconnaissance information, the locations of 
the Mechanized Corps of the frontier military districts had not yet been reconnoitered in February 1941, 
even by the Horchtruppen Ost. According to the report of the Horchtruppen (Document IV.68) of 31 
January 1941, only 14 armored brigades were identified, which in no way reflected the real state of the 
massing of the Mechanized Corps in the border military districts. The reasons may be found in the 
absolute radio silence ordered during the maneuvers of the Red Army Mechanized Corps. Although the 
danger posed by the Red Army's tank weaponry was well recognized, the enormous number of Red 
Army tanks present in February 1941 had not yet been cleared up. While Halder noted in the war diary 
of 03 February 1941 that the Red Army's tank numbers were "...very large (up to 10,000against 3 vz 
thousand German Pz.Kampfwagen," the total Red Army inventory as of 01 January 1941 was already 
21,747 tanks. In comparison with German armored divisions, however, Halder noted a "superiority of 
the PzDiv. in tanks, riflemen u. Art.".157 Cavalry The cavalry divisions were assigned a high combat 
value in the reconnaissance documents of the Wehrmacht and these were estimated quantitatively 
unchanged at 32 divisions (Table IV. 123), although the Horchtruppen Ost in its summary report of 31 


January 1941 had reported only 12 reconnoitered cavalry divisions. In fact, only 20 cavalry divisions 
remained in the fall/winter of 1940/1941, about 7 of them in the western border military districts. The 
systematic reduction in the number of cavalry divisions, which had already begun with the "Perspective 
Plan of the Development and Reorganization of the Red Army in 1938-1942," was aimed at 
comprehensive modernization (conversion to motorization and mechanization) and substantially raised 
the combat value of the Red Army by restructuring them into armored and motorized rifle divisions. 
Although the operational-strategic war game of 08-11 January 1941 still assumed the deployment of a 
cavalry mechanized army (KMA), the cavalry played an increasingly minor role in the operational 
planning of the Red Army General Staff. Thus, by 22 June 1941, there were only 13 cavalry divisions 
left in the Red Army's total inventory. The chemical troops The expectation of the use of chemical 
weapons by the Red Army is reflected in all reconnaissance reports, from the reports of the commander 
of the fog troops (Document IV .4) to the information given to the troops, for example, for the units of 
the 4th Army with the status of reconnaissance on 15 February 1941 (Document IV.101). 2. 
reconnaissance of the massing in the European part of the Soviet Union and in the border military 
districts As the following diagram IV.127 proves, the accumulation of the main forces of the Red Army 
in the European part of the Soviet Union and their growth since September 1940 was reconnoitered by 
the Foreign Armies East. After all, with a total of 200.5 computational divisions of the Red Army 
determined by the Wehrmacht as of February 15, 1941, 81 °/o of the formations were found to be 
concentrated in the European part of the USSR. With regard to the accumulation of enormous forces of 
the Red Army in the border military districts to East Prussia and the Generalgouvernement, there were 
no illusions in the Oberkom mandos of the Wehrmacht and the Army. Already in the Handbook on the 
Red Army of 01 January 1941 (Document IV25) the deployment of the mass of its forces near the 
border is stated. However, through the Hearing Forces East, on January 31, 1941, only 58 rifle divisions 
(excluding motorized) were reported in the border military districts (Document IV.68). However, as 
evidenced by the dates of their last determination, this information was generally out of date. The 
finding of concentration of forces in the border military districts also applies to the Red Army's 
armored/mechanized forces. Thus, of nine Red Army Mechanized Corps now deployed, eight 
Mechanized Corps were located in the European part of the Soviet Union, 7 of them in the border 
military districts, ic., where their deployment was planned. In this way, the deployment could be 
carried out under cover and transport space could be saved in the already strained prewar period. 
According to the manual of 01 January 1941 (Document IV25, p. 62/63), this intention was also 
recognized. 160 According to Russian documents, as of 20 February 1941, 9,440 Panzer 16 were already 
concentrated in the European section. Although a buildup of higher tactical formations (divisions) did 
not take place in the fall/winterl940/1941, with the exception of the 9th Mechanized Corps, work was 
incessantly done to perfect the offensive readiness of the Red Army. Thus, after Stalin's approval of 
October 14, 1940, the covered westward shift of the Red Army was continued by the formation of 8 
corps artillery regiments, 13 artillery regiments of the Supreme Command Reserve, 20 motorized 
machine-gun artillery brigades, and 20 independent tank brigades (one tank brigade for each rifle corps). 
Of the 40 brigades, 33 were deployed in the European part of the Soviet Union. :_ So let us note: there 
was no dissolution of the dangerous concentration of Red Army formations in the autumn/winter of 
1940/1941, but a reconnoitered increase in the number of divisions in the European part of the Soviet 
Union and also in the border military districts. 3. the reconnaissance of the operational 
intentions/beginning of the concentration of the Red Army's formations in the new main directions 
west and southwest Since the long-lasting western campaign hoped for by Stalin ended very quickly and 
the expected landing of the Wehrmacht in England also did not materialize, thus the 1t. The East 
Prussia campaign, which was planned in the operation plan of August 19, 1940, could not be carried 


out, Stalin changed his strategy on October 5, 1940, and determined the direction southwest (the Kiev 
Special Military District) as the new main direction for his offensive plans. The direction northwest (the 
Baltic Special Military District) was to be prepared for strategic defense. The proof that the Wehrmacht 
had recognized this development is the covertly started increased concentration of the Red Army's 
formations in the southwest direction and the reduction of the formations in the northwest direction 
noted in the Wehrmacht's reconnaissance documents. Since, according to the reconnaissance documents, 
there had been no substantial increase in the number of Red Army divisions since September 1940, the 
strong reinforcement of formations in the Western and especially in the Kiev Special Military District 
reported in the reconnaissance information of January 1941, with a simultaneous reduction of 
formations in the rear military districts (Odessa, Ural, and Volga Military Districts), could be explained 
only by a redeployment of existing formations, i.e., a changed operational concept. The following Table 
IV.129 shows the reconnoitered new concentration of Red Army formations in the period from 
October 1940 to February 1941. The shift of troops in the southwestern direction, already apparent in 
the reconnaissance information of 09 September 1940 (Document IIL79), was thus confirmed in the 
reports of 15 January 1941 (Document IV.49 ) and January/February 1941 (Document IV.87) and, 
especially after the reconnaissance information of 28 February 1941 (Document IV.101), should have 
been interpreted in the High Commands of the Wehrmacht and the Army as proof that these were not 
temporary relocations, but that a new direction of concentration of Red Army forces was emerging here. 
As Table IV.129 proves, this new main strategic direction was 

of the Red Army was confirmed by the latest reconnaissance information as early as January 1941. 4. 
reconnaissance of the directions planned for defense Not only the newly reconnoitered massing of 43.5 
Red Army formations in the Kiev Special Military District on February 28, 1941 (Cf. above: Table 
IV.129 ), where, according to the operational plans, an attack was to be made, but also the reconnoitered 
increased construction of field fortifications as well as the expansion of defensive installations in the 
Baltic Special Military District and in Bessarabia vis-a-vis Romania (Document IV.49) proved that a 
defense, as determined by Stalin, was probably planned in these directions. The concentration, known to 
us today, of 50% of the financial resources planned for total defense expansion in the Western Frontier 
Military Districts 64 on the Baltic Special Military District is subsequent evidence that in the northwest 
an operational defensive was planned, while in the southwest offensive action by the Red Army could be 
expected because of the accumulation of formations in the Kiev Special Military District. The Foreign 
Armies East, as evidenced by the above-mentioned documents, had uncovered these telltale signs of the 
Red Army's operational planning. There is no contradiction of this statement with the information 
provided by the commander de: Luftwaffe at AOK 4 in the area of responsibility of the 4th Army up to 
a depth of 5-7 km established field fortifications (documents IV.34-48), since these were only border 
security installations of the border troops. 5. reconnaissance of the increase of a peripheral double threat 
in Scandinavia and in the Balkans by England and the Soviet Union Although Stalin's demands 
concerning Finland were drastically underlined by Molotov during the Berlin talks, the increase of the 
danger of flanking actions of the Red Army in Scandinavia was also sufficiently proved by German 
reconnaissance (Documents III.106, Table II.101), by the reports of Military Attaché Késtring, Colonel 
General von Falkenhorst and reports of the Finnish intelligence service. Likewise, many reports from the 
Foreign Armies East (Document IV21), from attache circles of the embassies (Document IV.121), from 
the Abteilung Ausland/Abwehr, the large number of quotations from the war diaries, and all directives 
and orders issued by Hitler and the High Commands of the Wehrmacht and the Army prove that 
Stalin's expansive aims and covert actions in the Balkans had been uncovered. Of particular importance 
were the repeated findings that deepened the suspicion of a future collusion of the Soviet Union with 
England, including the joint actions of the two intelligence services (Document IV. 110) or the air 


threat to the petroleum area in Romania carried out by the Red Army and British air forces (Documents 
IV.120,122), which could well give the impression of collusion. The influence of the process of 
comprehensive modernization of the Red Army on the increase of the combat value of the army, 
initiated especially by Stalin in evaluation of the Russo-Finnish War, was underestimated in the 
reconnaissance information of the Foreign Armies East. The extreme increase in the number of troops 
began only in enforcement of Mobilization Plan 41 of February 12, 1941, which had been worked on 
since the fall of 1940. The reconnaissance of the air forces of the Red Army The results of the 
reconnaissance of the air forces of the Red Army in this period from November 1940 to February 1941, 
compared with the information given in Russian documents, can be assessed as follows: 1. The 
reconnaissance of the leadership, subordination and structure of the air forces General Konrad's 
statement ,,a) Russian Air Force not an independent Wehrmacht part (organization)" is correct. Unlike 
the Wehrmacht, the front-line and army air forces were subordinate to the respective commanders of 
the fronts and armies. The Fembombenfliegerkrafte, after the reorganization into 
Fernbombenfliegerkorps (long-distance bombing corps) for the conduct of strategic strikes in the depths 
of enemy territory, which was decreed on 05 November 1940, were consolidated under a central 
command and placed under the newly created Fembombenfliegerkrafte administration, but remained 
economically under the commanders-in-chief of the military districts. 165 The naval aviation forces 
were not part of the Red Army, but were subordinated to the People's Commissar of the Naval Fleet, 
and the aviation forces covering the political and economic centers of the country's air defense. In fact, 
according to Russian documents, the decision of the Council of People's Commissars of July 25, 1940, 
ordered the restructuring of the Red Army aviation forces, consisting of 38 aviation divisions (26 mixed, 
7 long-range bomber, and 5 fighter) with 163 aviation squadrons . These restructurings of the existing 
squadrons were to be accomplished by 01 September 1940. 160 By the same document 

it was decided to reorganize 12 more Fliegerdivisions in the inventory of 48 Fliegergeschwadern by 01 
January 1941. With the expected value of 50 air divisions (Document IV.83) in the total inventory of 
Red Army air forces reported by the Foreign Air Forces East, it is proved that there were also findings 
on the reorganization of these 12 air divisions. In the Handbook on the Red Army (Document IV25), 
dated 01 January 1941, there is a remark about this ongoing reorganization: "The division of the air 
force is not fixed at present. Apparently their reorganization according to the German pattern has begun. 
" The Foreign Armies East had thus reconnoitered that work was being done on the organizational 
structure of the air forces of the Red Army, as was evident from the changes constantly reported by the 
listening troops. 2. the reconnaissance of the strength of the air forces Also in this period autumn/winter 
1940/1941 the strength of the air forces of the Red Army since the report of 09 September 1940 was 
indicated in all reconnaissance documents constantly with 12,000-14,000 airplanes, however the 
considerable increase of on the average 256 airplanes/month (since 01 June 1940) was not determined 
and/or not considered. The manual on the Red Army (Document IV25) even reports an aircraft 
production of 400-500 aircraft/month. Thus, the real inventory of combat aircraft of the Red Army Air 
Forces, which according to Russian data was 15,679 as of 01 June 1940, may have increased to more 
than 17,727 aircraft by the end of January 1941. But this number was not yet enough for Stalin, so on 05 
October 1940 it was determined: Quote IV.1 30 " Taking into account the superiority of the probable 
enemy in aviation forces, it is inevitable to increase the combat aviation forces to20,000 aircraft, to form 
for this purpose in 1941 an additional 100 aviation squadrons, of which 60 °/o bomber and 40% fighter 
squadrons with the use of all in the West. "167 This further increase in the number of aircraft, which of 
course could not yet take effect in the winter of 1940/1941, was apparently not cleared up. 
Nevertheless, the Horchtruppen Ost regularly reported new squadrons that had appeared. The Fremden 
Luftwaffen Ost (Document IV.83) cleared up a total inventory of about 10,500 aircraft. The 


identification of the threat posed by the long-range bomber forces of the Red Army, especially their 
1,500-km radius of action, was noted in every piece of information since July 1940 and was of 
extraordinary concern to the German political and military leadership. That these worries were justified 
can be seen from the Russian documents we know today. 3. reconnaissance of the concentration of air 
forces in the border military districts The large number of documents provided by reconnaissance, such 
as the orientation booklet of the Foreign Air Forces East on the air forces of the Red Army (document 
IV.83 ) as well as the detailed reports of the commander of the listening troops (Documents IV.69, 71- 
75) show that as early as December 1940/January 1941 the Wehrmacht had recognized the early 
deployment of air forces in the border military districts, as shown in Chart IV.131 below. As the 
reconnaissance documents prove, the dangerous concentration of divisions of long-range bombing 
forces, grouped in the 1.4 Fembombenfliegerkorps, whose deployment was planned in the northwest, 
west, and southwest directions, was also recognized. Only the 22nd, 40th, and 42nd Long Range 
Bombing Divisions were still assigned to the border military districts with respect to their subordination, 
since the reassignment of the Fembombenfliegerdi Visions under the respective Fembombenfliegerkorps, 
created on 05 November 1940, had not yet been fully elucidated and was probably not yet discernible. 
An examination of the flying divisions named by numbers in the frontier military districts on the basis of 
Russian documents revealed a 1|OO°/oge correspondence. The reconnaissance data reported in the 
Orientation Booklet of the Foreign Air Forces East of 01 February 1941 (as of 01 January 1941) were 
thus characterized by a high degree of accuracy. The reconnaissance documents of the Foreign Air 
Forces East and the commander of the listening troops of January 1941 prove that the grouping of the 
Red Army air forces of offensive character in the border military districts was created early still in 1940. 
The occupation of the airfields in the border military districts with a considerable part of the air forces 
of the western military districts 

took place immediately after the expansion of the parts of Poland, the Baltic States and Bessarabia. 
Proof is Tiinoschenko's notification, approved by Stalin on 04 July 1940, to concentrate 95 air squadrons 
in the border military districts. The relevant directives for the forward deployment of these 95 air 
squadrons were issued by Tymoshenko on 06 July 1940." The new radio networks (Document IV.104) 
with additional sub-radio stations established by the Eastern Hearing Forces among the airborne forces 
testify to the continuous perfection of the command structures in the airborne divisions caused by the 
gradual advance of the airborne squadrons. The reconnaissance documents of the Horchtruppen and the 
Fremden Luftwaffen Ost as of 01 January 1941 also refute the assertion of established historiography 
that the Wehrmacht's advance, which did not begin until the end of February 1941, forced the Soviet 
Union to take appropriate defensive countermeasures. 4 The reconnaissance of airfields The report "Out 
of the large number of 1,100 airfields of all types, only about 160 airfields are fully usable for tactical 
purposes. "(Document IV.25) does not state to which area (European part of the USSR or border 
military districts) it refers. Therefore, it cannot be contradicted. Due to the fact that the demarcation 
line had been advanced about 250-300 km to the west, there were only 95 permanent airfields and 382 
operational airfields in the new border military districts formed in July 1940. The immediately initiated 
construction of new airfields in the immediate vicinity of the border created the further conditions for 
the gradual advancement of the air squadrons. With a structure of 3 to 5 air squadrons per division, ice., 
from 84 to 140 air squadrons, the number of available airfields was still sufficient for the massing of air 
forces recognized in the winter of 1940/1941, but no longer for their concentration in preparation for an 
offensive. Since the planning of the General Staff of the Red Army envisaged the deployment of 166 air 
squadrons in the western theater of war, at least 498 operational airfields were required. Today it is 
known that in the fall of 1940 it was decided to substantially increase the number of airfields of the Red 
Army Air Forces in the five frontier military districts and to establish one operational and two 


operational airfields per air squadron. In the five border military districts alone, 278,171 airfields (135 in 
the first quarter of 1941 and another 143 by the middle of 1941) were to be newly built near the 
demarcation line, thus increasing the total number to 755 1.2 airfields. of only 160 usable airfields did 
not quite correspond to reality. Evidence includes the number of aircraft destroyed by the Luftwaffe at 
airfields (66 airfields on June 22, 1941 alone), which must therefore have been usable even if they did 
not fully reflect the high level of German airpower. Thus, many airfields located near the border were 
judged by the Fremden Luftwaffen Ost as 2nd or 3rd order airfields (Document IV.84) as not or not 
sufficiently secured. Since the rear security was also restructured, the number of existing aeronautical 
battalions was not sufficient for the operational airfields. The insufficient number of airfields is also the 
cause of many duplications of airfields with the beginning of the advancement of air squadrons from the 
depth of the country. According to Stalin's decision of July 4, 1940, 95 squadrons (about 5,700 aircraft) 
were to be deployed in the western border military districts in the summer/autumn of 1940. A 
comparison of the number of forward-deployed squadrons of the Red Army Air Forces with the report 
of the Horchtruppen Ost of 31 January 1941 and the Fremden Luftwaffen Ost is shown in the 
following TabeUe IV.132 Despite certain differences in reconnaissance results, nevertheless, the large 
number of Red Army air squadrons in the Western Special Military District and the Kiev Special 
Military District already shows a discernible massing, indicating the beginning of the enforcement of 
Stalin's directive of 05 October 1940 to concentrate the main forces of the Red Army in the 
southwestern direction (the Kiev Special Military District) as the direction of the main effort.176 In 
reporting the number of fighter aircraft expected north and south of the Pripjet (Quote IV.115), 
General Konrad came very close to the Red Army aviation forces actually stationed in the above- 
mentioned areas until about the beginning of the war, as the following comparison (Table TV.133) 
shows. The comparison of the figures given in Table IV.133 proves that General Konrad had 
approximated the strength of the air forces expected in the event of an advance strike by the 
Wehrmacht, even though he used the phrase "We assume ...". Since the Foreign Air Forces East had 
reported a total inventory of 10,500 fighter planes of the Red Army Air Forces as of 01 February 1941 
(Document IV.83) and 12,000 to 14,000 planes were always assumed, it must have been clear that the 
reported figures could only be correct if the Wehrmacht would forestall the Red Army and succeed in 
surprising the first strike. 6. the determination of operational readiness and tactical-technical data of 
aircraft technology A comparison of the tactical-technical data of a few types of 

aircraft (Table IV.134) seems necessary in view of the reports of Generals Konrad and Jeschonnek " 
reconnaissance planes obsolete", "battle planes in the masses unfashionable", fighter planes ... Inferior to 
the German fighter" are necessary. Although only a few contrasted aircraft types can be compared here, 
it is nevertheless recognizable that the considerable inferiority of the Soviet air forces in "material and 
equipment" mentioned by General Jeschonnek did not exist, at least with respect to important tactical- 
technical data. Modern fighter types, such as the MiG-3, which is said to have been superior to the Me- 
109, were not yet in mass use. However, 3,600 aircraft of this type were to be produced in 1941. The 
coefficient of technical readiness of the Red Army's aircraft technology was underestimated. According 
to the report of General Konrad (cf: above), only 60% of the Red Army fighters were assumed to be 
operational under summer conditions. In real terms, 7,142 aircraft were operational in June 1941 out of 
an inventory of 8,342 aircraft1 £of the air forces of the five frontier military districts. This represented a 
percentage of 86%. 7. reconnaissance of the ground organization of the air forces The ground 
organization of the air forces of the Red Army was described in the manual of 01 January 1941 as 
"\.backward and imperfect in every respect." It went on to say, "Out of the large number of 1,100 
airfields, only about 160 are fully usable for tactical purposes." (1t. General Konrad " 1,100 airfields, of 
which 200 are serviceable" (quote rv.i 15). In view of the extraordinarily short deadlines for the 


establishment of this large number of airfields, major problems must naturally be expected in the ground 
organization as well, as German reconnaissance had correctly recognized and reported by General 
Jeschonnek on February 27, 1941, with the assessment that the "ground organization of the Russians not 
separate from operational formations." The fact that the Soviet side was also aware of these facts can be 
inferred from the Directive No. org./3/107236 of December 3, 1940, on the formation of independent 
airfield technical companies and Directive No. 368-167ss "On the Reorganization of the Red Army 
Aviation Forces" of February 25, 1941, issued by the CC of the CP(B) and the People's Commissar for 
Defense of the USSR with the aim of improving rear security in the areas of basing of the aviation 
forces. According to this directive, the rear security of the squadrons was detached from the 
subordination of the squadrons in the interest of increasing the maneuvering capabilities of the aviation 
forces. The date of implementation of this directive was ordered to be 01 July 1941. 18 And still the Red 
Army had half a year. The presentation of Annex 8 (Document IV.84) of the Foreign Air Forces East on 
the expanded ground organization of the air forces, which proves the massing of the airfields of the air 
forces near the border, must have had a frightening effect. It expressly confirms the statement already 
made by Lieutenant Colonel von Lossberg in the Operations Study East on September 15, 1940 
(Document III.83): "According to the available news, the particularly strongly developed ground 
organization of the Russian air force forward of the Dnieper ...". This was also the view of Field Marshal 
Kesselring, subsequently recorded in 1953: "The airborne ground organization established in the area 
near the border and its occupancy, on the other hand, had a decidedly offensive character; it thus also 
unmasked Russian army intentions. " 8 8. Findings on Transport Aircraft and Parachute Troops General 
Konrad's formulation "Transport Aircraft and Parachute Troops Kiev" is correctly elucidated, but meets 
only part of the truth. Only the 204th Airborne Brigade was stationed in the Kiev Special Military 
District, while in February 1941 the Red Army had six airborne brigades in its inventory, two of them 
in the Far Eastern Front. The reorganization of the six airborne brigades still in existence in February 
1941 into five airborne corps (15 airborne brigades in the total inventory) 

was not carried out until the decision of 23 April 1941. 183 Since a large number of enlightened data on 
Red Army air forces were available, Hitler's consternation over the "News of the Russian Air Force". 
17 February 1941.), which he had apparently received chronologically before Halder, as well as Halder's 
attempts to obtain a more detailed overview of the development of the Russian air forces thereafter, is 
more than justified. Even if, in view of the real development of the Russian air forces known to us today 
on the basis of Russian documents, not all reports in the fall of 1940/winter of 1941 reflected the real 
threatening state. Conclusions from Chapter IV; Reconnaissance Period November 1940 to February 
1941 1. The Status of Red Army Reconnaissance In view of the fact that reconnaissance activity in the 
East had not yet fully developed, since the deployment of even the reconnaissance units of the armies 
(except Army Group B) had not begun until the end of February 1941, and taking into account the 
enormous difficulties in reconnoitering the strength and actions of the Red Army caused by the absolute 
isolation of the Soviet Union, the present reconnaissance results prove to be sufficiently accurate. It must 
be emphasized that, despite the fact that the Wehrmacht still lacked concentrated reconnaissance in the 
eastern direction and before the beginning of the Wehrmacht's deployment, the Red Army's potential 
threat was already fully recognized in this period November 1940 to February 1941. The abundance of 
available documents, only some of which could be reproduced here and in excerpts, proves that 
sufficient reconnaissance information was available for the decision to prepare a military strike in 
advance as a necessary precautionary measure, depending on the further development of the situation, 
and that this information was known to Hitler as well as to the high commands of the Wehrmacht and 
the Wehrmacht components. While established historiography suggests to us an always peaceable Soviet 
Union, German reconnaissance nevertheless reported a number of phenomena that aroused Halder's 


fears. Thus, on 01 February 1941, Halder recorded in the war diary: ,f) Preventive attack Russians? 2nd 
Geb.Div. "reindeer". Automatically release! Hitler. "(d) Army does not consider 4 Divn. sufficientfor 
coastal defense (Spitsbergen! Russians and English.)" and on 02 February 1941 "Concern about Russian 
attack". Referring to tank numbers: "After all, surprises not excluded." Zusanunenfassend here again the 
available reconnaissance results about the Red Army: O It was elucidated that the Red Army was in a 
partially mobilized state and already in the war structure (documents III.83, 1V25). While according to 
the information about the Red Army, the peacetime strength was supposed to be 2 mill. soldiers, now a 
strength of about 4 mill, was already established (document IV.25). According to the reconnaissance 
information of February 28, 1941 (document rv.ioi), it was also reported that "strong parts of the Red 
Army ina mobile stateare near the border." 0 The systematic increase in the massing of Red Army units 
in the border military districts was reconnoitered. Thus, the 4th Army reported an increase in the 
number of divisions in the three frontier military districts (Baltic, Western, and Kiev Special Military 
Districts) facing East Prussia and the Generalgouvernement to 97.5 divisions (Document IV.101). Since 
the 4th Army's reconnaissance information of February 28, 1941 (as of February 15, 1941) was of 
considerable accuracy, there should have been no doubt about this information. O The operational 
intentions of the Red Army had become apparent to the experienced general staffs in the high 
commands of the Wehrmacht and the Wehrmacht components on comparative examination of the 
information on the Red Army reconnoitered in the period autumn 1940/winter 1941. Thus, first of all, 
the increasing concentration in the Kiev Special Military District, which grew to 43.5 divisions 
(Document FV.101, Table IV.103.), with the simultaneous withdrawal of a number of divisions from 
the Baltic Special Military District and the noted strengthening of the pioneering expansion of the 
positional system opposite East Prussia and in the south against Romania (Documents IV.49, IV.94), 
which allowed the assumption that in the northern section could be defended and in the southern 
section the skin strike. The accumulation of Red Army formations in the bridgeheads of Bialystok and 
Lviv, reported as early as January/February 1941 by Fremden Heere Ost (Documents IV25 Annex 7, 
IV.98.), also suggested an intention to attack. The reconnaissance of the formation of mechanized corps 
(Document IV25 and other documents.) was a clear indication of the Red Army's preparation for a 
breakthrough through a strong defense, even if the exact structure could not yet be determined and thus 
its combat power was underestimated. O Of extraordinary importance for the high commands of the 
Wehrmacht and the Wehrmacht components, but also for Hitler, were the radio situation reports of the 
commander of the listening troops East, submitted in the months of January and February 1941 The 
following interception results, evaluated by the radio situation evaluators, prove the worsening situation 
in the East: - the constant detection of newly appeared formations and units in the border military 
districts, as well as the uninterrupted reconnaissance of the new formation of units (All documents of 
the commander of the listening troops.); - newly appeared radio networks with many sub-radio stations, 
such as in the Odessa military district (Document IV.53 ), which testified to the perfection of the 
command and control organization, 

as well as the established consolidation of the army command and control networks of the 5th, 6th, and 
12th Armies in the Kiev Special Military District (radio situation report 10.02.41.); - the reconnaissance 
of the triggering of a higher readiness level for the Black Sea Fleet (document IV.89 and other 
messages.), for participating border detachments and parts of the air forces of the Odessa Military 
District (Document IV.89, Annex 1.) on 05 February 1941, which was obviously connected with the 
actions of the Wehrmacht in the Balkans; - the reconnaissance of the advance of divisions of the 9th 
Mechanized Corps, newly established by order of Stalin (Document IV. 105,107); - the alarming 
detection of a multi-channel intelligence axis Lviv-Sambor (28 km to the border) (Document IV.106), 
as it would be needed for intelligence security in preparation for offensive actions, and others. O The air 


threat to German centers from Red Army air forces, especially the superior 1,500 km radius of action of 
Fembomber air forces, was reported in every reconnaissance briefing (Document III.79 onward). The 
statement of the Russian westward deployment of air forces, the number of 4,000 to 5,000 fighter planes 
of the Red Army, etc. (Citations IV. 115,116), which must have caused Hitler extraordinary concern, 
the massing of the ground organization of the Russian air forces near the border (Document IV.84) 
proved the offensive intentions of the Soviet Union. Decisive for this concern should have been the map 
of the distribution of air divisions in the western border military districts of the Soviet Union 
(Document IV.69) submitted by the Hearing Forces East on 31 January 1941 as of 01 January 1941, near 
the demarcation line, as well as the documents of the Foreign Air Forces East (as of 01 February 1941). 
The further forward deployment of squadrons in the immediate vicinity of the border (Document 
IV.71-75) could also be intercepted. From February 13, 1941, a substantial increase in air force radio 
operations in the Baltic, Western, and Kiev Special Military Districts, as well as in the Odessa Military 
District (Document IV. 104), was reconnoitered. O The correspondence of the reconnaissance reports of 
Red Army military activity against Finland (Documents III.44,79) and in the Balkans (Documents 
III.79, [V.98) with the political demands presented by Molotov on November 12-13, 1940 (Citations 
IV2) proved that Stalin was willing to enforce his demands by military means. Not only was the 
growing danger of Germany's peripheral encirclement in Scandinavia and the Balkans indicated, but also 
a very serious threat to the supplies of Petsamo and Ploesti, which were vital to the war against England. 
In addition, the danger of a possible merger of the Soviet Union with England was noted (Document of 
Defense [V1 10 and many quotations.). About this enlightened development of the situation 
Generalfeldmarschall Keitel expressed: quote VI.135 " ... Halder probably reported that 150 divisions of 
the Soviet Union had marched up to the demarcation line border. Then aerial photographs were 
available of a large number of airfields, in short, there was a degree of readiness on the Soviet Russian 
side which could lead to military action at any time. "184 Thus, it was clear in the high commands of 
the Wehrmacht and the Army that Stalin, with the massed Red Army, had at his disposal an instrument 
immediately ready for war to enforce his political will, which he seemed willing to use. 2 Hitler's 
decision-making; the conditional decision to carry out Barbarossa of 18 December 1940 Already Stalin's 
westward geostrategic goals (Cf. III. Chapter.), evidenced by the westward expansion of the Soviet 
Union in June 1940 (Baltic States, Bessarabia, Northern Bukovina), especially the occupation and 
immediate Sovietization of 

Lithuania and northern Bukovina, which forced Hider's acceptance, had created distrust of the Russian 
leadership. Last but not least, the formulations "England's continental defeat of Russia," "Russian 
problem i>: attacking," etc., were already an expression of recognized threats from the Russian 
leadership. were expressions of recognized threats from the East. 185 If Stalin had pursued a reliable 
policy of partnership, these fears would not have existed. Stalin's further presumptuous political- 
territorial demands made in extortionate form, especially in Scandinavia and the Balkans, represented by 
Molotov in Berlin on November 12/13, 1940, and culminating in the undisguised explicitness of 
Molotov's letter of November 25, 1940, had to be interpreted as proof of the Russians’ further 
"_.advance" and of the threat to the securing of armaments raw materials from Petsamo (nickel) and 
Ploesti (petroleum). Thus the still existing hope of Hitler and von Ribbentrop for the accession of the 
USSR to the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo axis or to the contemplated Continental Pact was shattered and led 
to the breaking off of the thread of negotiations between Berlin and Moscow. Stalin's political 
announcements and aggressive military measures in preparation in Scandinavia (Finland) and the 
Balkans (Bulgaria), which were understood as strategic steps toward the peripheral encirclement of 
Germany, the recognized frontal threat from the East (... strong massing after the Russian-German 
border of interests...") as well as the recognized potential possibilities of air threat from the Red Army air 


forces, forced the decision to set preparations in motion and, " ...if political situation requires it, to take 
on Russia. "The magnitude of the reconnoitered massing of the Red Army's warlike formations near the 
border, the air threat, which was in the process of constant further expansion, and so on. (Cf. above.) 
was recognized as sufficient proof that Stalin was not interested in building up a threat scenery that 
could be taken seriously, but that he was willing to use his military power to enforce his political and 
territorial demands. Nevertheless, Hitler's Directive No. 21 of 18 December 1940 (Document IV23) 
was only a conditional decision for an advance strike against the Soviet Union, the execution of which 
would depend on further political and military developments. They were preparatory measures, as in 
Directive No. 21: "The German Wehrmacht must be prepared, even before the end of the war against 
England, to strike down Soviet Russia in a rapid campaign (Fall Barbarossa). "The German Wehrmacht 
must be prepared to defeat Soviet Russia in a rapid campaign even before the end of the war against 
England (Barbarossa case)" was clearly stated in the German Army's deployment order of 31 January 
1941 (Document IV.77)." was clearly stated. According to the diction of this directive, Hitler thus had 
the hope that the relationship with the Soviet Union could still be repaired. This statement was also 
confirmed by Halder during his consultation with the chiefs of the army groups and armies on 13/14 
December 1940 with the following remark (Quote IV.14): "We do not seek the conflict with Russia, 
but from spring 1941 we must be ready for this task as well." As Halder further explained, Russia was 
one possibility among many (e.g., "Sea Lion, Gibraltar, Rest of France, Bulgaria"). The "Political 
uncertainty (was the author) still possible for a long time, therefore mobile." Although there should 
have been no doubt in Hitler's mind about Stalin's political-territorial intentions as presented by 
Molotov in November 1940, and reconnaissance had provided clear evidence of the Red Army's being 
made available to enforce these demands militarily, nevertheless the hesitant wording in his Instruction 
No. 21 (Pt. IV) shows "... that these are precautionary measures, fiir the event that Russia should change 
her previous attitude against us. " (Document IV23) remnants of his hope for an improvement in 
relations with the Soviet Union. Let us take the formulations contained in these basic documents as 
evidence that Hitler had not yet made an unalterable decision in December 1940. The directives merely 
set in motion the preparation of Barbarossa, not its execution. 3 The escalation in January/February 
1941 determined by reconnaissance; Hitler's rethinking after a new assessment of the situation If one 
follows Hitler's documents and consultations with the military in January/February 1941, an increasing 
decisiveness of his will to have to take preventive measures against the drastically worsening threat from 
the East can be detected. The reasons for this were the increasing number of reconnaissance reports 
received in January/February 1941 about Red Army activities in the border military districts as well as 
in Scandinavia and the Balkans, further information from attaché circles and from abroad/defenses, 
which made clear the military-political situation that was becoming more dangerous for the German 
Reich. Both the growing massing of Red Army units in the European part of the Soviet Union and on 
the borders with East Prussia and the Generalgouvernement (Document IV.94, Charts IV.124, 127, 
128.), new reports on the strength of the Panzerwaffe (Cf. Halder's note of 03 February 1941.), the 
reports on the Red Army's air forces, which Hitler himself said caused concern (Cf. KTB Halder, Radio 
Situation Reports of 31 January 1941, Annex 16, Documents IV.62-68. .), reports of parts of the Red 
Army ina mobile condition near the border, the increasing escalation of Stalin's attempts to penetrate 
Scandinavia and the Balkans, where Germany's greatest armaments interests lay, and his rummaging 
against Germany, which was judged to be a particularly hostile act on Stalin's part, as well as the 
increasing danger, evidenced by many reports, of a possible alliance of the Soviet Union with its main 
enemy, England, which had opened another front in the Balkans (Cf: Document IV.120,121 .), also the 
report of the Horchtruppen 


Ost of 07 February 1941 about the triggering of a higher level of combat readiness of the Black Sea 
Fleet as well as of some air squadrons of the Odessa Military District (Document IV.89) led to a 
solidification of his opinion about the necessity of an anticipatory strike by the Wehrmacht. His 
assumption of an increasing danger of the main enemy, England, joining forces with the Soviet Union 
was strongly confirmed by a meeting of British Foreign Secretary Eden with Soviet Ambassador 
Vinogradov in Ankara on 28 February 1941. 186 Hitler's development of thought, insofar as it can be 
understood at all on the basis of his statements, escalated step by step from his expression of intent on 
July 31, 1940, through the conditional decision to prepare for a campaign in Directive No. 21 of 
December 18, 1940, which was subject to a "change in the political attitude of the SU," to the 
increasingly firm will in the months of January/February 1941 for an anticipatory strike against the 
Soviet Union. Always, however, a whole bundle of motives was causal, which had its starting point in 
the expansive demands of Stalin and the developing threat in the East by the Red Army. Thus, Hitler's 
conditional decision to strike an anticipatory blow against the Soviet Union grew into an unconditional 
one. This is also indicated by the actions of the Wehrmacht, the start of planning at the level of army 
groups and armies, and the beginning of the deployment of the first divisions to East Prussia and the 
Generalgouvernement in late February 1941. Nevertheless, it could be disputed whether this was 
already Hitler's well-known "unalterable" decision. Halder, in his booklet "Hitler als Feldherr," opined 
that Hitler probably did not make this final decision until April 1941, after the conclusion of the Balkan 
campaign. 18/ All documents mentioned so far in this study up to the month of February 1941 and the 
evaluated war diaries of the High Commands of the Wehrmacht, the Army and the Naval Warfare 
Command do not show the slightest hint that Hitler at the time of his decision-making wanted to 
acquire living space in the East following his thesis from "Mein Kampf" and to wage a race-ideological 
war of extermination against the Soviet Union with this goal, but were based exclusively on military- 
political considerations. Nevertheless, this is unanimously and permanently asserted by the established 
historiography, which completely disregards Stalin's policy toward Germany, which was directed 
toward aggressive expansion to the west and military threat, and the massing of the Red Army in the 
border military districts, in its justification of the causes of the Wehrmacht's attack in advance. These 
assertions of the established historiography are thus degraded to a myth stripped of all facts, to an 
ideological fighting term. The absurdity of the claims of the established historiography is also proven by 
a whole series of tasks given to the Wehrmacht, the realization of which would far exceed its 
capabilities. There were fires in all corners of Europe. There must have been extraordinary military- 
political reasons for Hitler's decision to take the risk of preparing a military strike against the Soviet 
Union. 

against the Soviet Union. Since the purpose of this study is not to give a comprehensive account of the 
history of World War II, this reference to other orders to the Wehrmacht, which cannot be disregarded 
in the assessment of the overall situation, may suffice. However, these projects also prove that Hitler had 
placed the emphasis of further warfare on all fronts on the fight against the main enemy, England. 
Instruction No. 18 of November 12, 1940 (Document III.117) can be cited as proof. 4 The deployment 
of the Wehrmacht began in February 1941 The established historiography always claims that the 
deployment of the Wehrmacht for the conduct of the racial-ideological war for the acquisition of living 
space in the East, which had allegedly been planned since "Mein Kampf", began immediately after the 
Western campaign. In Chapter III, however, it could be proved that the transfer of the 18th Army (15 
divisions) to East Prussia and the Generalgouvernement (documents IIL27-29), ordered after the end of 
the French campaign, served a very modest restoration of security in the East in view of an 
overwhelming force ratio of the thinned-out Wehrmacht units securing the eastern border (7 divisions, 
no armored divisions, no bomber forces) against the Soviet side (102 divisions in the five border military 


districts). And the transfer of Army Group B was ordered by the OKH on 06 September 1940 
(Document III.75) in response to a growing threat situation from the Soviet Union to further increase 
security in the east. Contrary to the assertions of established historiography, the Wehrmacht's 
deployment for a preemptive strike against the Red Army began on 20 February 1941 on the basis of 
Directive No. 21 Fall Barbarossa of 18 December 1940 (Document IV23) and in implementation of the 
Wehrmacht High Command's Auftnarschanweisung Barbarossa of 31 January 1941 (Document IV.77). 
On 26 February 1941, the war diary of the OK W recorded: "For "Barbarossa" the first transport 
movements have been initiated. "188 The march of the Wehrmacht against the Soviet Union was 
carried out in five squadrons (VgL V. chapter) and in the first squadron 8 infantry divisions were moved 
to the east. Whereas up to that time mainly studies had been made, reconnaissance data, albeit on a 
modest scale, had been collected, preparatory measures for the restructuring of the army and armament 
measures in industry had been initiated, and some war games had been conducted, intensive planning 
activity at the level of army groups and armies began in February 1941, as evidenced by Halder's 
records, after the issuance of the deployment order Barbarossa (Cf. the documents February 1941.). 
According to the published documents of the Foreign Armies East, a regular and intensive 
reconnaissance activity of the actions of the Red Army by the Wehrmacht, which served to secure the 
deployment of the army, can be proved only from February 1941 with the regular issue of situation 
reports from March 1941. Obviously, it was only after the issuance of Instruction No. 21 Fall Barbarossa 
and the Aufrnarschanweisung Barbarossa of 31 January 1941 that the eyes of the Wehrmacht's 
reconnaissance organs were turned more sharply to the east. Even if it is not possible to speak of a quasi- 
spontaneous deployment of the Wehrmacht as a reaction to a sudden event, possibly to an ongoing 
attack by the Red Army, the enlightened and systematically growing threat situation from the East (see 
IV. Chapter), which made an imminent attack by the Red Army to enforce Stalin's geostrategic goals 
seem probable, was no longer acceptable to Hitler and Germany's military leadership and formed the 
cause for the beginning of the deployment, which at this point, however, according to the documents, 
was considered only a precautionary measure. But this was to change in the coming months, as will be 
proven in the following V. Chapter. V. Chapter The Reconnaissance of the Red Army's Offensive 
Preparations; Enemy Reconnaissance to Ensure the Preventive Deployment of the Wehrmacht; Stalin's 
Calculations; March to June 22, 1941 V.1. Russian Preparations for the Offensive into Germany 1 The 
Situation of the Red Army in February/March 1941 The formation of the determination made by 
Stalin on 05 October 1940 to establish 20 armored brigades, 20 machine-gun artillery brigades, and a 
mechanized corps (of the 9th MechK.) was still in progress. Since it was determined that these 
deployments would be carried out initially without increasing the Red Army's manpower and since the 
deployments were made in the western border military districts, extensive movements of troops were 
required. In accordance with Stalin's directive, the 20 machine-gun artillery brigades were to be used to 
cover the borders during the period of concentration of Red Army units in the west. Mobilization Plan 
41 Since the existing strength ratio of the Red Army to the Wehrmacht, which had been released after 
the French campaign, did not permit the implementation of the operational plan of September 18, 1940, 
Mobilization Plan 41 was adopted on February 12, 1941, which provided for the extreme enlargement 
of the Red Army to initially 314 divisions (including, among others, 198 rifle, 60 tank, 30 motorized 
rifle divisions) and of the air forces to 79 aviation divisions with 343 aviation squadrons. Comparing the 
first draft of the mobilization plan with the plan confirmed on February 12, 1941, the decisive increase 
in the number of divisions from 206 to an initial 314 (by 52%), the reorganization of 28 rifle, 42 
armored, 30 motorized divisions, and of 29 aviation divisions, as well as of 9 wartime front-line and 27 
army field commands, is noteworthy. These deployments had to begin immediately and were to be 
carried out primarily in the western border military districts, involving extensive postponements, 


transports, and of conscripts. According to this plan, the wartime strength of the Red Army was to 
increase from 6,503,000 (1940) to 8,682,827 (1941) army personnel. The Operational Plan of 11 March 
1941 Since 1t. Mobilization Plan 41 provided for a substantial increase in the number of Red Army 
divisions (Cf: above.), a new operational plan was required to ensure the expedient employment of these 
formidable forces. The operational plan, confirmed on March 11, 1941, envisaged the deployment of 
261 divisions on the Western theater of war from the partially yet to be formed formations. According 
to the idea of actions, it was planned to deploy the main forces south of the Pripjet and with a blow of 
the right wing of the southwestern front in cooperation with the western front to destroy the parts of 
the 

Wehrmacht east of the Vistula and depending on the development of the situation further to develop 
the attack in the direction of Berlin, Vienna or Gdansk. The northwestern front was to bind the enemy's 
forces by a strategic defense in the Memel-Ostrolenka section and the left wing of the southwestern 
front along the border with Hungary and Romania. The Operational Plan of 15 May 1941 (earliest) 
This operational plan was Stalin's response to Hitler's letter of 14 May 1941, in which Hitler announced 
the withdrawal of Wehrmacht units for the landing in England. A subsequent war game of the Kiev 
Special Military District (Southwest Front: with parts of the Western Special Military District (Western 
Front) on May 20-24, 1941 (Cf. May 1941 and Documents V.102-104.) proves, the implementation of 
the operational plan of March 11, 1941 with hasty precisions after the operational plan of May 15, 1941 
(earliest) was rehearsed. The decision to carry out the offensive to Germany of June 11, 1941 On June 
11, 1941, a preliminary order was issued to prepare offensive actions to Germany, and on June 13, 1941, 
after a force calculation by Watutin, some precisions were determined (CfJune 1941.). V.2. March 1941 
The emergence of a dangerous situation in the East; the situation reports and considerations available in 
the Army High Command; the preparation of prevention by the Wehrmacht According to Halder's war 
diary, the assessment of the situation in Scandinavia and the Balkans, but above all in the East, and the 
handling of detailed questions of the Eastern campaign now became a daily part of the planning in the 
Army High Command. On 07 March 1941 Halder heard the situation reports of Chief Quartermaster 
IV and the Chief of Foreign Armies East and noted that "Russia is now showing clearer pictures of its 
force structure. "2 Chief L reported on 08 March 1941: "A survey of enemy forces showing a strong 
massing on the Russian western frontier." And in addition to this overview, he reported a force 
comparison of the German and Russian armies and air fleets. 3 Halder's conversational note of 08 March 
1941 during/after one of Heusinger's reports, however, does arouse attention. Halder noted: quote VI ' 
"3rd Russian deployment in front and in depth. 4th requirement of Luftwaffe for destruction and 
disruption. " 4 Since no other context seems constructible, one must assume that Halder was already 
considering preemptive strikes by the Luftwaffe at this point to destroy or disrupt the Russian 
"deployment in front and in depth." Since points 1. to 3. of this diary record refer to the Eastern 
campaign, this above-mentioned assignment of point 4 to the established deployment of the Red Army 
is, in the opinion of the author 

unambiguous. The statement in Halder's morning briefing of 11 March 1941, "Alleged Russian 
movement from Moscow Military District to Smolensk and Minsk, "5 confirms the increasing 
explosiveness of developments in the east and the fact that the Army High Command was fully 
informed of these dangerous developments. On March 12, 1941, the following report was made in the 
High Command of the Wehrmacht on the strength of the Red Army: "Russia: 121 Schiitz.-, 25 Kav.-, 
32 mech. or Kpfw.Brig. opposite Germany and Finland established 84 Schtitz.and 8 mech. or Kpfw.Brig. 
And on March 14, 1941, Halder, in a meeting with the Oberquartiermeister IV and the division chiefs, 
recorded: quote V2 "Russia allegedly mobilization of 4 vintages (will be only additions, for the 
specialists are already in service). On close in the Baltic provinces toward the border. Alleged marches 


from Moscow via Minsk toward the border." 7 The reports submitted in January/February 1941 by the 
Foreign Armies East, the situation reports of the listening troops East and reports received from the 
reconnaissance organs of Army Group B fully justified such assessments. The findings of Halder in his 
war diary and the notes in the war diary of the Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht alone prove that 
the Wehrmacht leadership was fully informed about the explosive developments in the East. In the first 
half of March 1941 further reports were submitted by the commander of the listening troops East (VgL 
above.), from which the following could be gathered: Land forces of the Red Army In a conversation 
conducted on March 03 with Moscow and overheard by the listening service, it was reported about the 
formation of new units in the border troops. The fact that these new formations affected not only the 
border troops but the entire Red Army strength is proved by the annex to the radio situation report of 
09 March 1941 (Document V.4), which shows a high number of newly established formations, 
especially in the Kiev Special Military District. Also those units assigned only to certain areas but not to 
locations should have given cause for concern, since they could have been mobile units on the march. 
Also the formations determined in the Baltic Special Military District could be reported by repeated 
localizations as in the majority correctly cleared up. The 135th Rifle Division reconnoitered in the Kiev 
Special Military District belonged to the 27th Rifle Corps, which was also correctly ascertained, while 
the 131st Motorized Rifle Division belonged to the 9th Mechanized Corps. The 44th Rifle Division was 
a mountain rifle division. The 7th, 14th and 35th Rifle Corps of the Odessa Military District could be 
repeatedly clearly established also with regard to their locations (Cf. Document V.3.). Air Forces of the 
Red Army Also the already reconnoitered air force units could all be confirmed by repeated 
interceptions and the majority of them could also be correctly assigned to the associated air divisions. On 
06 March 1941, in the Odessa Military District, the 232nd High Speed Bombardment Wing and the 
210th Close Air Bombardment Wing of the 45th Mixed Air Division and the 211th Close Air 
Bombardment Wing of the 20th Mixed Air Division were heard for the first time. The 67th Flying 
Squadron identified at Bolgrad was a fighter squadron of the 21st Mixed Flying Division. Situation 
report 396/41 of the listening troops of March 13, 1941, reported an exceptionally interesting 
intelligence exercise of the air forces of the Kiev Special Military District conducted on February 04/05, 
1941, which could not only be ascertained but regularly accompanied. Both the exercise area Ovruch- 
Kiev-Shashkov-Berdichev-Shitomir (frontier at a depth of about 330 km), the exercise purpose and 
course, and the achieved results could be determined. The use of fast bomber and dive bomber 
squadrons was a novelty. The tasks "destruction of the enemy" and "pursuit of the enemy to complete 
destruction" were practiced in accordance with the Field Service Regulations." On 09 and 10 March 
alone, the following air divisions of the Red Army Air Forces could be intercepted and thus confirmed 
by the Eastern listening troops: It must be emphasized that all air divisions intercepted on 09 and 10 
March were correctly assigned to military districts. However, some corrections concerning the difficult- 
to-reconnoiter character and subordination of the divisions must be noted: Leningrad Military District: 
the 5th Flying Division was not a mixed but a fighter division; Western Special Military District: the 
43rd Flying Division was not a mixed but a fighter division; the 42nd Flying Division was a fighter 
division. Fernbombenfliegerdivision was not part of the military district but of the 3rd 
Fembombenfliegerkorps, but remained economically with the military district for the time being; Kiev 
Special Military District: the 14th Fliegerdivision was not a fighter but a mixed Fliegerdivision. The 
radio situation report issued on March 25 added the 3rd Fighter Division in the Leningrad Military 
District and the 17th Mixed Fighter Division in the Kiev Special Military District to the air divisions 
listed in Table V.3. All the notifications corresponded to the deployment of the Red Army aviation 
divisions in the frontier military districts already reported on January 31, 1941 (Document FV.69), and 
thus could be considered as confirmed several times... As can be seen from the following report of the 


commander of the listening troops of March 13, 1941 (documents V.5.1 u. 2.), entire exercises of the air 
forces of the Red Army, in this case of the Kiev Special Military District, were overheard and recorded. 
In this way it was possible to determine essential operational principles of the Russian air forces and 
about the reporting grid used. The use of fast bomber and dive bomber units was newly established. 
Equally novel was the observed organization of an air division in the inventory of six squadrons. 


March 1941 Transition of the Wehrmacht to Regular "Enemy Intelligence" with the Beginning of Its 
Deployment With the beginning of the Wehrmacht's deployment in the east in February 1941, the 
Foreign Armies East began to report regularly on the enemy situation, as evidenced by these Situation 
Reports Nos. 1 through 5. The situation reports testify to the increasing quality and depth of the enemy 
intelligence activity of the Foreign Armies East and demonstrate the dangerous escalation of the Red 
Army buildup in the border military districts, although not all facts reported and conclusions drawn 
concerning the enemy situation corresponded to the real developing situation. Let us consider below 
some of the statements made in Situation Report No. 1 of the Foreign Armies East, submitted in the 
month of March, and compare them with the information contained in the Russian documents. March 
10, 1941 Correction of the reconnaissance information of February 13, 1941 Situation Report No. 1 
shows an escalating development on the Russian side. 1 That the Red Army was in a partially mobile 
condition had been known since von Lossberg's 

study. Since the buildup and replenishment of personnel took place primarily in the western border 
military districts, extensive movements of troops were necessary. However, the formation of the 
determination made by Stalin on 05 October 1940 to establish 20 armored brigades, 20 machine-gun 
artillery brigades to be used to cover the borders during the period of concentration of Red Army 
formations in the west, and the 9th Mechanized Corps was still in progress. The formation of the 28 rifle 
divisions and other units to be newly formed under 1t. Mobilization Plan 41 of 12 February 1941, as 
well as of field command bodies, also began in March 1941 and was to be accomplished in the shortest 
possible time. In addition, the call-up of reservists began in March 1941 with the aim of replenishing the 


remaining 3,000- and 6,000-soldier cadre divisions hitherto in existence to at least 12,000 soldiers, thus 
ensuring a near-war replenishment of the rifle troops. The Fremden Heere Ost had thus correctly 
reconnoitered these movements, even if their purpose (replenishment to wartime strength or new 
formation of divisions?) could not yet be clearly determined. The Russian documents prove that both 
were true. 2 Also Kinzel's conclusion " ... The closing of Russian troops to the border is a defensive 
measure and serves only to reinforce border security." must be judged as correctly recognized at this 
time. Since a reconnaissance depth of up to approx. 250 km was mentioned in the following, it can only 
have been a matter of closing up the units of the I. operative squadrons of the covering armies, which 
were actually responsible for covering the further advance of the shock armies, i.e. an initially purely 
defensive task. 3. Since it was also established that test air alerts and blackout exercises were carried out 
with the population in larger cities, that war psychosis was growing and that officer families were being 
evacuated, it is at least proven that the Soviet Union was preparing for a military confrontation with 
Germany and that this was known to the High Commands of the Wehrmacht and the Army. Evidence 
is provided by the editing of Situation Report No. 1 by an entry in the war diary of the OK W of March 
15, 1941, "Russians to close in on German border. Defensive measure. "13 4. However, Kinzel's 
justification for these enlightened measures of the Red Army, the cause being the recognizable 
strengthening of the Wehrmacht's forces in the east, must be questioned. The Wehrmacht buildup 
began with the 1st Squadron on 20 February until 15 March 1941 with the arrival of un 5th dachtigen 8 
infantry divisions, while during the same period 15 divisions of the Wehrmacht were moved to the 
west. From October 1940 until that time, only 34 divisions had been stationed in the east, but 7 of these 
divisions were placed under the 12th Army and withdrawn for use in the Balkans. Mid-March 1941 the 
operational planning documents of the army and tank groups As the above-mentioned documents V.8 
and 9 prove, the planning work at the level of the army and tank groups was carried out after the receipt 
of the deployment order of 31 January 1941 until about mid-March 1941, corrections until about mid- 
April 1941. 1. The deployment order "Barbarossa" of Panzer Group 3 of 12 March 1941 (document 
V.9) contains the following remarkable formulation: " 1.) Intention at large: In the event that Russia 
should change her previous attitude against Germany, all preparations are to be made as a precautionary 
measure which will make it possible to forestall Soviet Russia and to strike down her forces in a rapid 
campaign before it is possible for them to move out into the vastness of Russian space. " An explanation 
that this sentence was simply taken from Hitler's Directive No. 21 of 18 December 1940 or from the 
deployment order falls short in several respects. Hitler's restrictive condition, expressed in this first part 
of the sentence, of making the attack on the Soviet Union dependent on the further development of the 
attitude toward Germany, which was still to be found in Instruction No. 21, had already been 
abandoned by Hitler in view of the information received in January/February 1941 about the 
threatening developments in the East and had probably changed his decision into an unconditional one. 
This is evidenced by the beginning of the Wehrmacht's deployment and and its continuation, as well as 
Hitler's expositions during many meetings with the Wehrmacht leadership. On the other hand, the 
formulation "to forestall Soviet Russia" reflects that the danger of an attack by the Soviet Union was 
recognized in the leaderships of the army and tank groups and that the necessity of a rapid campaign was 
derived from it. 2 The enemy situation mentioned in the deployment order of Panzer Group 3 as well as 
in the enemy intelligence sheet (Annex 2) can be summarized as follows: The high massing of the 
Russian land forces along the German-Russian demarcation line, the high danger of air strikes on the 
attacking own troops resulting from the concentration of the air forces of the Red Army near the 
border, the strengthening of the field fortifications at the old and the new national border in places, the 
possibility of the use of chemical warfare agents by the enemy, the fact that in March 1941 it was still 
necessary for strong forces of the Red Army to remain in the Far East and on the border with Finland 


were recognized and these findings were taken as a basis for the planning of the own actions. 4. 4 Thus, 
the example of Panzer Group 3 proves that, on the basis of the reconnaissance documents analyzed so 
far, the army and tank groups were fully informed about the developing enemy situation and the 
resulting danger from the east. Proof is also the reference to the manual of 01 January 1941 (Document 
IV 25). 5. also noteworthy is, among other things, the following formulation in Annex 2: 6. quote V.l17. 
" Uber operative intentions of the Russian leadership reconnaissance information is not available The 
instantaneous distribution of forces makes it likely that the Russian between the border and the 
Dnieper-Diina line will pose for battle. " 8. This announcement in Feinnachrichtenblatt 1 of 12 March 
1941 also corresponds to the situation ascertained at that time, since the II and III Strategic Squadrons of 
the Red Army had not yet been deployed and the strategic redeployment of strong forces from the Far 
East was not yet foreseeable. 9. 31 March 1941 10. reconnaissance of the USSR's fortifications and 
defenses 11. obeying the need to provide reconnaissance data on the Soviet Union's land fortifications, 
Fremden Heere Ost prepared extensive information material for the troops, divided into three parts, as 
of 15 March 1941 12. part I: textual and tactical data. 13. part III: fortification maps of the USSR and 
individual descriptions of the installations. 14. part III: technical details with pictorial supplement. 15. an 
overall list of the reconnoitered installations is given in the following extract from 16. part LS. 5: 17. 
However, the materials available to Fremden Heeren Ost for evaluation were very few. 18. agent 
intelligence, statements of refugees, resettlers and defectors could be obtained exclusively about the 
security and defense installations on the new border from 1940. Since the Russians, according to the 
information, would camouflage their installations excellently, precise news was rare. The information 
about the former Polish installations on the old border with the Soviet Union was taken from Polish 
prey material, was considered incomplete and partly older (mostly from 1935 to 1938) and was not 
confirmed. 20 Most of the information about the so-called Stalin Line was taken from Polish general 
staff material, which was not very exhaustive. More recent information on the defensive line from the 
Gulf of Finland to the Black Sea was almost completely lacking. 17 1. The reconnoitered security and 
defense installations on the demarcation line with East Prussia and the General Government, Molotov 
Line 21. It was noted that the Russians were working on the development of a zone of fortifications all 
along their new frontier. However, as shown in the following pages, these were generally only field 
fortifications, since, concluded Fremden Heere Ost, the Russian apparatus was too cumbersome, the 
transport of building materials would have to be over 

The Russian equipment was too cumbersome, the construction materials had to be transported over 
long distances, and there had been only a short period of time since 1940. It is obvious that the 
reconnoitered installations near the border, such as the trench system shown in Fig. 1, correspond to the 
results of the photo reconnaissance carried out by the Luftwaffe commanders at the Army High 
Commands of Army Group B to a depth of 5-7 km (cf. IV. Chapter.). 23) More than 300 T-18 and T- 
26 tanks and T-8 tank turrets were handed over to the Red Army engineer administration, especially for 
the purpose of expanding the defense in the northwest direction in accordance with Stalin's above- 
mentioned directive, and were to be dug into the fortified areas, a fact which was thus cleared up by the 
Foreign Armies East. 24 In the High Command of the Army, it should have been disturbing to have 
found tank emplacements so far ahead, as shown in the drawing Fig. 4 and Fig. 5. 2. reconnaissance of 
the new construction of a deeply echeloned defense system in the Baltic Special Military District 25. in 
the Baltic Special Military District, intensive construction work was likewise noted in the Baltic East 
Point Suwalki-Zipfel section along the Palanga-Taurage-Jurbakas-Vilkaviskis-Marijampole-Alystus- 
Orany line. 19 26. However, of particular interest to the Army High Command should have been the 
reconnaissance results on the beginning of the development 


of a staggered defense system in the depths of Lithuania and on the border with Latvia, as the following 
excerpt shows. 27. the following were reconnoitered: 28. O a blocking line from the Latvian-Lithuanian 
border along the east bank of the Venta and Dubysa rivers to Kaunas, the so-called Venta-Dubysa 
position; 29. O a line further east, also starting at the Latvian-Lithuanian border, from Pasvalys via 
Panevezys to Anyksciai, running along the north and east banks of smaller rivers; and 30. O another line 
between Riga and Daugavpils on the east bank of the Daugava (Diina). Reports mention the 
construction of fortifications at Rembate, Krustpils (Kreuzberg), Liwenhof and Daugavpils (Diinaburg), 
the so-called Diina position. 31 This intensified engineer expansion in the northwestern direction was 
based on Stalin's directive of 05 October 1940: "... immediately initiate measures for the engineer 
expansion of the fortifications of the northern and northwestern borders, in order to further free up 
forces for the reinforcement of the main grouping in the southwestern direction through the secure 
fortifications created. "20 32. The distribution of financial resources for the expansion of the fortified 
areas also corresponded to this task. Thus, 50% of the funds were allocated for the Baltic Special Military 
District, and only 9% for the Kiev Special Military District.21 3 The reconnaissance of the formerly 
Polish fortifications on the former Polish-Russian border 33. These formerly Polish, now Russian 
fortifications consisted of one- and two-story battle fortifications of light, but mostly medium, 
construction for machine guns, grenade launchers, paks and artillery, with and without tank domes, 
furthermore of old fortifications dating from before 1914, some of which were modernized. They were 
only single, separated from each other, but nevertheless, as the pictures 3,4,15 and 16 show, heavily 
concreted bunkers and barricades. 34 It has not been established whether these installations were rebuilt 
by Russia with the front to the west, or whether there was any intention to do so. 4. reconnaissance of 
the old Russian defense line on the former Russian-Polish border, Stalin Line 35. construction work on 
the individual fortification sections of this defense line began early (Minsk and Volhynia sections 1931 
to 1934; Podolia section 1931 to 1935; Kiev section 1933). Construction was carried out under strict 
secrecy. 36 Nevertheless, in the Minsk, Polish Volhynia, Volhynia, Podolia, and Kiev sections, 
concreted combat installations of all shapes and sizes could be identified, from large artillery and 
machine gun works to small machine gun embrasures. In general, these were single-story installations, 
but with suitable soil conditions (dry subsoil) in the Minsk, Volhynia and Kiev sections, two-story 
installations were also found. Occasionally, makeshift installations were also reconnoitered. 37. 
installation of armored domes, as in the installations near the border, was not found here and did not 
seem to be planned. As shown in the following pictures 5,6 and 9, great importance was attached to the 
camouflage of the installations. 38. 38 However, reconnaissance revealed that no more investments were 
made in this old line and the installations were not further developed. 39. summary of this manual 40. 
the units of the army and armored groups were provided with very extensive data on the security and 
defense installations of the Soviet Union by this manual. Despite the large amount of information and 
also a number of photographic proofs of these installations, in view of such formulations as: "Location 
inaccurate..., details missing..., presumably two-story..., presumably machine gun embrasure stand...." or 
"type unknown...", the impression of a more spontaneous collection of partly also outdated documents 
about these defense installations, created under time pressure, nevertheless arises. Although the 
associated maps with the entries of the local location of the installations were not released, according to 
today's assessment of the reconnaissance data their importance for the Wehrmacht units seems to have 
been mainly in the tactical area. Nevertheless, operationally significant information could be gleaned. In 
the overall view of all reconnaissance results, however, the experienced operational officers in the Army 
High Command should have noticed that three new lines of defense were being established in succession 
with the front to the southwest in Lithuania and on the north bank of the Diina between Riga and 
Diinaburg, while there were no reports of the new establishment of entire defense lines in deep echelon 


in the southwest direction. In anticipation of the reconnaissance timetable, it should be mentioned here 
that Situation Report No. 3 of the Foreign Armies East of April 28, 1940, noted heavy transports of 
materiel (including tanks and combat equipment) via Kaunas to the west and southwest, which could 
possibly indicate an intensified expansion of the defense lines in the Baltic Special Military District. 44 
As the course of the war showed, the combat value of the defense installations was overestimated by the 
Wehrmacht. As a Wehrmacht engineer lieutenant who was a prisoner of war testified, the defenses on 
the old border, which were feared to be the strongest, were easy to overcome or bypass. 22 45. We 
know today that no attention was paid by the Red Army to the development of the defenses (except in 
the northwestern direction). Evidence of this are such findings as lack of maintenance, overgrown fields 
of fire, insufficient personnel (replenishment with only 10 °/o of the personnel mobilization 
requirement), partial disarmament of the installations, and so on. Thus, as late as June 1941, out of 550 
bunkers of the Western Special Military District, only 193 installations were structurally armed. Thus, it 
is justified to speak of a deliberate omission by the General Staff of the Red Army. To defend in the 
northwest and to open the offensive to Germany in the southwest direction, this was also the plan of 
operations of March 11, 1941. 46 In order to supplement this information, the author recommends that 
a comparison be made with Soviet views on the use of these defensive lines, which were detailed in Part 
I of Study 23. 47. this 40-page information pamphlet, with a general map at a scale of 1:1,000,000, 
contained a number of important data on the roads and bridges of the western part of the Soviet Union. 
48 It was prepared on the basis of various sources, reconnaissance data of the Foreign Armies East, data 
of the Military Attaché Moscow, reports of the Abwehrstelle Wehrkreis XVII, the Soviet Atlas Vol. II, 
1939, etc. 49. 49 The information obtained was of tactical importance. 50 The Minsk-Smolensk- 
Moscow runway, in particular, was rated as very good, although no information could be given about its 
completion. Some roads were reported to be graveled and thus usable, but many were reported to be dirt 
roads without a paved surface that were hardly usable in rainy weather. 51 It was also reported that of 
165 bridges, 48 were railroad bridges and 36 were of wooden construction with a maximum load 
capacity of 5 to 8 tons, not suitable for the combat weight of tanks 25, at most for light armored scout 
cars. 52 These reconnaissance results on the condition of a large part of the bridges prompted Halder, as 
his note of 24 March 1941 ,,e) Bridge columns: March and April 20, from May 8-10 each, with final 
target 460. Question of train means, however, remains completely unresolved. a shows, to initiate 
immediate measures to reinforce the bridge-building columns. 26 53 Halder, according to his war diary, 
seemed quite satisfied with the available results in mid-March. Thus he expressed "New map Russian 
road conditions (satisfactory). " or "New road findings in Russia, which allegedly show better road 
network than previously suspected. "27 54. For Barbarossa, Halder envisioned 4-6 map equipments per 
division. 55. the following Wehrmacht map on a scale of 1,5,000,000 shows 

the European part of the Soviet Union and was obviously intended as an overview map for higher 
staffs. 56 However, this printed copy was not issued until July 1941.57 The Military Geographical 
Assessment of the River Landscape 58. In March 1941, the Military Geographical Assessment of the 
River Landscape of the Western Military Districts of the USSR, prepared by the Inspector of Eastern 
Fortifications, Geology Division (apparently of Army Group B), was submitted to the troops. 59 The 
sketch of the Dnieper river basin alone proves the great importance of the information for the planning 
of the army and tank groups attacking in the eastern direction. The river map included a description of 
the river and a compilation of river crossings (bridges, ferries, fords), i.e. information that was urgently 
needed for planning in the tactical area. 61 It is noteworthy that this information was compiled more 
spontaneously on the basis of emerging urgent needs. There was obviously no long-term reconnaissance 
activity. Reliable sources were available from the period of World War I on Poland, Lithuania and 
western Russia. The fact that there was insufficient depth of reconnaissance can be inferred from the 


remark "the further east, the more meager and less reliable the sources are to be assessed "....63 March 
1941 64 The reconnaissance of the defense economy of the USSR 65 The following overall assessment 
of the defense economic situation of the Soviet Union proves that it was considered by the 
Wehrwirtschafts- und Riistungsamt der Wehrmacht exclusively from the point of view of the 
destruction of the defense economic potential of the USSR/Red Army and not for its exploitation. 
According to the content of the above maps, the assessment was made from the point of view of the 
remaining 

share of the armament economic potential of the Soviet Union depending on the advance of the 
Wehrmacht (lines A-D), i.e. after taking away parts of its territory. 67 The following Table V.20, taken 
from Map V.17, shows in figures the decrease in the capacities of the armament industry, taking into 
account the retention of 30% of the iron ore base. 1 It must be emphasized that the above information 
by the Wehrwirtschafts- und Riistungsamt des Oberkommandos der Wehrmacht, judged by its 
content, was given exclusively from the point of view of the reduction of the military-economic 
possibilities of the Soviet Union in dependence on the advance of the Wehrmacht, but not from the 
point of view of the exploitation of the raw material sources and armament capacities occupied in the 
course of the campaign in the interest of the Wehrmacht. 68 Of course, the exploitation of raw 
materials and armament production was equally of extraordinary importance from the geostrategic 
point of view of the further conduct of the war and the continuation of the struggle against England. 2 
The account also shows that complete destruction of the Soviet Union's armaments potential in the 
depth of the country is not possible even if the yellow line is reached. However, with a successful 
advance of the Wehrmacht and reaching this line (D), as shown in Table V.20, the Soviet Union should 
have only 15-37% of armaments production left. However, it is questionable whether, with only 30% 
remaining capacity of the Soviet Union's iron ore base (Map V.18), its full use exclusively for 
armaments projects could be possible. Moreover, it had to be assumed that many of the subassembly and 
component productions required for the production of large-scale equipment (tanks, airplanes, etc.) 
(e.g.: optical and precision mechanical equipment, which was produced almost exclusively in Leningrad 
and Moscow) could hardly be located in the Urals in a duplicating manner. Nevertheless, as had been 
demanded by Hitler for some time, such an L was to be achieved that would enable the long-distance 
bomber forces of the Luftwaffe to reach the greater Urals area by raids as well. However, the 
construction of the established armaments production area on the Urals was not an evacuation measure 
by the Soviet Union, but a long-term decentralization of armaments production with the aim of 
depriving it of its ability to survive a military confrontation. 70. 15 March 1941 71. combat of 
paratroopers by Army Group B 72. expression of the recognized threat from the Red Army is also the 
bete? Oberkommando der Wehrmacht tiber die Bekimpfung von Fallschirmjigern Bereich der 
Heeresgruppe B vom 15. Marz 1941 73. This insight is also not new. After all, von Lossberg had already 
warned of the dangers posed by the Red Army paratroopers in his operational study of 15 September 
1940 (Document III.83). BIf an attack is also made to the earth, the use of the relatively strong and 
supposedly good Russian parachute troops is obvious. "At the very least, however, this directive shows a 
certain expectation on the part of the Army High Command of sudden strikes on defense installations 
and proves that the potential danger posed by the Red Army had been recognized. 75 The decision "On 
New Formations in the Red Army Inventory" to reorganize the airborne troops into five airborne corps 
(in the inventory 15 paratroopers7airborne brigades, four of which were in the western border military 
districts) was taken on 23 April 1941.32 76 March 1941 Drafting of Fictitious Documents for "Sea 
Lion" in the High Command of the Wehrmacht 77 The following draft documents for the "Sea Lion" 
enterprise were prepared in March 1941 (at the earliest) in the High Command of the Wehrmacht and 
constituted the step-by-step implementation of the Directive for Deception of the Enemy of the High 


Command of the Wehrmacht (Document IV. 108) of 15 February 1941.78. These deception measures 
of the Wehrmacht found their complement in misinformation of Russian reconnaissance of 11 March 
1941, submitted to Stalin by the Chief of Administration Reconnaissance, Lieutenant General Golikov. 
Tables V.23.1 and V23.2 below show the alleged distribution of Wehrmacht divisions and Luftwaffe 
aircraft according to Russian reconnaissance data. 79 As is readily apparent, Soviet reconnaissance by 01 
March 1941 noted no reinforcement of German forces on the demarcation line with the Soviet Union, 
but a reduction of 11 divisions with no change in aircraft. 80 On 20 March 1941 Golikov even reported 
the following consideration as a conclusion from the assessment of the situation of the Wehrmacht: 81 " 
Rumors and documents that speak about the inevitability of war (Germany's the author) in the spring of 
this year, are inevitably to be judged as disinformation, starting from the English or, it may be, from the 
German reconnaissance. "33 3 82. And on May 31, 1941, Golikov reported in connection with the 
reconnoitered transfer of German troops from the port of Stettin to Norway, these were ".... in 
perspective (to the author's) realization of the main operation against the English islands, "envisaged. 33 
4 83 March 1941 84. continuation of photo reconnaissance 85. as evidenced by the following letter from 
the 17th Army High Command, lack of or obsolete aerial photography hindered the urgently needed 
start of the planning process in the east. The above-mentioned documents are examples of a lively 
correspondence of the armies of Army Group B with the Foreign Armies East to request aerial 
photographs of the western territory of the Soviet Union. 87. Especially the documents submitted in 
March 1941, e.g. the information material on the security and defense installations of the Soviet Union 
prepared by the Foreign Armies East (Document V.12), still prove a serious lack of up-to-date detailed 
information by referring to older data. The 17th Army ordered aerial photographs of the border strip 
and the areas up to a depth of about 100 km. 88 Since even the units that had been in the east since 
September 1940 did not request aerial photographs of the Soviet Union for their planning process until 
March 1941, there is evidence that there was no long-term planning of this campaign and no early 
organized reconnaissance. 89. The Operations Department of the Army High Command also 
complained about the insufficient provision of aerial photographs, especially around the Suwalki Strip, 
at its meeting on March 21, 1941 (Document V.41). 90 As can be seen from Halder's note 
"Rowehlfliegtfiir Richthofen/List," Halder personally organized the deployment of the Rowehl special 
reconnaissance squadron. 34 91. 34 91. He had thus determined that Rowehl would fly for 
Generalfeldmarschall List, the commander-in-chief of the 12th Army, and General von Richthofen, 
commander of the VIII. 92. In mid-March 1941, command and control radio networks were 
increasingly formed on the Russian side, as the above document V26 of the Eastern eavesdropping 
troops proves, with main and often up to 20 secondary radio stations, which made it possible to draw 
conclusions about structures and subordination relationships of the Red Army armies and units massed 
in the border military districts. It could be seen that due to new formations and forward deployments of 
units as well as the further concentration of units in the direction of the Lviv frontal balcony, but also in 
the direction of that of Bialystok, the command and control system and accordingly the 
communications links, in this case the radio networks, had to be made more precise. 

had to be made more precise. 93 All the previous situation reports of the listening troops prove that this 
process was correctly recognized. 94 As an example, consider the command and control network of the 
Western Special Military District according to a listening message of 21 March 1941 (Document V.27). 
95. clearly visible is the command radio network of the Western Special Military District from Minsk, 
the seat of command of the military district, to the locations Grodno (3rd Army), Bialystok (10th 
Army) and Kobryn (4th Army), as well as the radio links of the interaction of the armies Grodno- 
BialystokKobryn. 96. alarming should have been in any case the radio situation report of the listening 
troops of March 22, 1941 (document V.28 ), in which it was reported that individual radio stations were 


on the move. 97 Thus, on March 19, 1941, the Baranowicze radio station (200 km east of Bialystok) 
received orders to move west to the small town of Khoroshch (10 km west of Bialystok) and a 
previously unlocated radio station, from Bialystok to Bogdanki (20 km south of Bialystok). 98 On 
March 22, 1941, the listening troops reported a high activity of ground-to-board connections of a 
control station with 29 sub-radio stations, which were undoubtedly aircraft guided by radio, detected in 
the Baltic Special Military District on March 19. Let us take this report as evidence that the equipment 
of troops with radios was being vigorously pursued. 99 The movements of radio stations of the 
command radio network in the Baltic Special Military District from Mitau (Jelgava) to Schaulen 
(Siauliai) and Akmene, which continued to be reported on 28 March, indicate an advance of command 
stations or units of the 8th Army. 100 On March 29, the new radio line from the military district in 
Riga to the new location of the 8th Army was established. The listening troops also listened to Russian 
radio broadcasts, such as Moscow Radio, which on March 28, 1941, reported on a Red Army 
paratrooper combat exercise beginning on March 29 in the Moscow area and including the local 
population. 102 March 17, 1941 103 Hitler's assessment of the situation and discussion with the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army 104 Although on March 16, 1941, the 2. Aufmarschstaffel of the 
Wehrmacht had begun in the eastern direction with 

a total of 18 infantry divisions, Halder, according to all reconnaissance reports available to him, 
considered the massing of Red Army troops in the western military districts of the Soviet Union to be so 
dangerous that he considered the question of an advance strike by the Red Army to be worthy of 
consideration, and this in the month of March 1941. 105. quote V.29 106. 9. question of Russian 
preemptive action FinlandRomania 107. at sea in the air 108. 38 109. that these fears of Halder were not 
unfounded is proved by Situation Report No. 2 submitted on 20 March 1941 (Document V.31) and its 
treatment in a consultation of the Operations Division in the Army High Command (Document V.41, 
Pt. II.) of 21 March 1941. 110 In going over Halder's notes in preparation for the meeting with Hitler 
on 17 March 1941, one must get the impression that the further preparation of Barbarossa was regarded 
as one problem among many. 111 The large number of forces deployed in other theaters of war and the 
tug-of-war over the distribution of forces that were urgently needed in all theaters of war prove that, as 
the overall reconnaissance results show, there must have been extraordinary reasons for nevertheless 
making a decision for a military attack on the Soviet Union. 112 This is shown by Halder's formulation 
that "taking away forces without harming Barbarossa is not possible. "39 113. He recorded in the war 
diary concerning the forces on the enemy side: "100 Inf-Div., 25 Kav. Div., 30 mot., 155 Div." 40 114. 
When he contrasted this strength of the enemy side with 155 divisions with the 134 divisions of the 
Wehrmacht, he meant the strength of the Wehrmacht to be expected at the time of the beginning of 
the war. By "30 mot. "he probably also meant 30 mot. mech. brigades. 115 However, according to the 
4th Army's report (Document IV.101) on the enemy side of 28 February 1941 (as of 15 February), 162 
computational divisions had already been reconnoitered in the European part of the Soviet Union. For 
the concrete situation in mid-March 1941 looked quite different. These 155 divisions of the Red Army 
in the western military districts of the Soviet Union, mentioned by Halder, were opposed by only 35 
divisions 41 of the Wehrmacht in East Prussia and the Generalgouvernement with the completion of 
the 1st deployment squadron (8 Inf:Div. by 15 March 1941). 117 On March 17, 1941, Hitler also 
commented on perspective questions of state policy and ideology. In this regard, he stated: 118. 
quotation V.30 119. "Rear areas: No trouble in northern Russia, which Finland is taking over. Baltic 
states will be taken over by us with their administration. Ruthenians will welcome us Frank). Ukraine 
questionable. Don Cossacks questionable. We must create Stalin-free republics. 120. intelligence set by 
Stalin must be destroyed. The leadership machinery of the Russian Empire must be smashed. The use of 
brutal force is necessary in the Great Russian Empire. Weltanschauung ties do not yet hold the Russian 


people together tightly enough. It will tear apart with the elimination of the functionaries. Caucasia 
shall be handed over to Turkey later, but shall be exploited by us." 121.20 March 1941 Situation 
Report No. 2 of the Foreign Armies East 122. situation report No. 2, which immediately followed the 
situation report No.l, confirmed the further massing of the Red Army in the border military districts of 
the Soviet Union. 123. in the Proskurov area. 124. confirmation is missing.' 125. 4.) according to 
unconfirmed Bachrichtun ha t eich Karschall Timo- achenko on 15.3. for meetings at the staff of the 
Bee.Baltic hil.district. On March 14 and 15, the troops of the Baltic region were briefed, and the 
political leaders openly stated that the war against Germany would take place. The div. groups in the 
Baltic, the strength of which has not been fully established, but which are estimated at a total of 4-5 div. 
and 5 motor-mech. brigades, may be regarded as 13 securing forces closing on the Venta, Dubyssa, 
Bjérnen line, the strength of which, however, is still unknown. 129. Zinze1 130. P.d.R. 131. -- ** / 
GitujJtaar.A i.G. 132. Some statements of the Situation Report No. 2 will be examined below: I. Based 
on the operational plan of the General Staff of the Red Army of March 11, 1940, a directive to the 
Western Special Military District defined the task of its right wing, as well as its right neighbor, the 
Northwest Front as we know today from documents, as follows: 133. citation V.32 134. "...to bind the 
forces of the enemy in the section Memel-Ostrolenk by permanent defense. II Right Northwest Front 
(Staff Panewesh) has the task of covering the Riga and Kovno-Vilensk directions by stubborn defense. 
His left-flanking 1st Army defends the front Jurburg, Neman River (Kaunas Staff)..." 135. 44 136. 
Since it cannot be assumed that Stalin's determinations of 05 October 1940 to plan a defensive in the 
north and to concentrate offensive forces in the Kiev Special Military District were already known to 
the Wehrmacht leadership, the advance of Red Army forces to the vicinity of the border with East 
Prussia (eastward Krottingen, Tauroggen, Wirballen, and Kalwarja), as reported in Situation Report 
No. 2, should nevertheless have aroused serious attention. 137 Kinzel's conclusion that the nightly rail 
transports (10-12 transport trains) and advancing division groups in the Baltic were to serve to secure 
following forces, ie., to fulfill a defensive task, should thus have been assessed as initially correct. In the 
assessment of the considerable forces newly appearing in the section Grodno to Wlodawa as well as in 
the greater area of Lemberg-Czemowitz-Proskurow (today Khmelnytskyi) (Cf. 2. and 3. of the 
situation report.) Kinzel holds back. But also here, we write only March 1941, it was a question of a 
slow and covered buildup of units of the I. operative squadron of the covering armies, possibly also of 
new buildups, in the direction of the border with the aim of securing the subsequent deployment of the 
shock armies. 138 The reports of the Listening Forces East of 17 March 1941 (Document V.26) on the 
newly established radio networks and lines are proof of this finding of the Foreign Armies East. 139 The 
distance of the established stronger mot. mech. group in the Proskurow area last decade of March was 
still about 300-320 km to the border of the Generalgouvernement . Since the mechanized corps of the 
Kiev Special Military District (4th, 8th, 15th, 16th and 22nd MechK.) were only 70 to max. 150 km 
from the border, they could only have been newly forward deployed formations from the depths of the 
country, as was correctly reported. 3) Kinzel's information about the teachings of Riga units that war 
would break out against Germany should have had an alarming effect on the Army High Command. 
All Red Army agitation and propaganda talked about a military confrontation with Germany. "The war 
will come!" was the slogan. Military preparations were also barely concealed. However, even higher 
commanders of the Red Army were not yet aware of what kind of war was coming. 141. the reactions 
of the Wehrmacht against the peripheral double threat in Scandinavia 142. A report received by the 
OKW on 03 March 1941 that "3 English destroyers are reported to have dropped people in the Lofoten 
Islands" confirmed all fears about security in the entire Scandinavian area and the need for coastal 
defense of Norway.45 143. As Halder wrote, the English raid on the port of Svolvaer, Norway, on 04 
March 1941 caused great excitement in the OKH. 144 In the reports of the High Command of the 


Wehrmacht of 05 March 1941, the German public was informed of this British hand coup against the 
unfortified island in the archipelago of northern Norway, in which some German and Norwegian 
fishermen were taken prisoner. 46 145. As the following documents show, the High Command of the 
Wehrmacht felt compelled to take immediate energetic action. Since the main forces for Barbarossa had 
already been made available, reinforcement of the defense of Norway with combat technology and 
personnel was only possible to a limited extent and was concentrated on the most important sections and 
islands. 146. as the Commander-in-Chief of the Navy wrote, the Commander-in-Chief of the Air 
Force. in addition to the measures mentioned in the document, was to provide mixed air units for 
southern, central(Drontheim), and northern Norway (Bardofosz) on Hitler's instructions. And he 
further recorded: 147. quote V.34 148. "Most important is the securing of Narvik, which is in progress 
(30.5 cm battery; 21 cm mortars; Army 28 cm railroad battery build-up time; torpedo batteries). 149th 
Ob.d.M. points out the need to occupy Murmansk and Polyarnoye in the event of "Barbarossa " from 
land and, if possible, from the air, so that Englishmen do not establish themselves there. "On 18 March 
1941, the Chief of the Wehrmacht Joint Staff informed Chief L of the decisions made by Hitler in the 
Reich Chancellery on 17 March 1941. 152 Probably already under the aspect of the then absolutely to 
be expected joining of the Soviet Union with England in the case of the execution of Barbarossa, Hitler 
stated on 17 March 1941: "The English will make diversionary attacks. Norway sensitive: fjords, roads. " 
49 and considered the securing of Norway insufficient. 153 Citation V.35 154."To be provided for: a) 
an advance from the polar area on Petsamo and Murmansk; b) an advance from central Finland against 
the Murkmansk Railway and Kandalaksha Bay or in a more southeast direction. This operation would 
depend essentially on whether Sweden would permit the use of its railroad for the transit of German 
troops. " 155. 50 156. The northern enterprise was to be given the code name "Running Bull" and the 
southern one, the 199th Division to be transported through Sweden, was 

to be given the name "Silver Fox." 157 Despite the planning for the actions of the Wehrmacht units 
stationed in Norway within the framework of Barbarossa (citation V.34), which had begun in the 
meantime, the High Command of the Wehrmacht, in view of this dangerously developing situation, 
was forced to issue a combat order for the defense of Norway (citation V.36) on 26 March 1941, 
according to which the condition of "imminent danger" was further maintained. 158 Citation V.36 159 
"After the Svolvaer operation, the attempt of English hand strikes against the Norwegian coast is to be 
expected also in the future. 160 "The tying up of strong German forces on other fronts may, moreover, 
give the British the incentive, supported by the superior fleet, to set up larger landing operations against 
Norway. The condition of "imminent danger"... is thus given for the time being." 161.51 162. The 
double threat on Germany's northern flank was evidenced by the raid on Svolvaer and Stalin's constant 
aggressive demands on Finland, combined with the deployment of considerable parts of the Red Army 
on the border TO Finland (Cf., inter alia, excerpts from the KTB of the OK W, 16-21 February 1941)). 
163 This situation, which was coming to a head in Scandinavia, naturally reinforced the suspicion of a 
Russian alliance with England even before the beginning of Barbarossa. 164 Thus, in a conversation 
with General Paulus on 20 March 1941, Halder recorded: 165. citation V.37 166. , "c) Considerations of 
the possibilities of warfare in the area of North Norway ([interplay] England-Russia)." 167.52 168. the 
peripheral threat in the Balkans 169. 02 March 1941 saw the invasion of Bulgaria by the 12th Army 
under Field Marshal List, about which a communication was sent to the Russian government on 03 
March as a confidence-building measure. 170 Alarming news about the actions of the English in the 
Balkans reached the Army High Command in the 1st decade of March 1941. 171. citation V38 172. 
"Enemy news from Turkey states that England, in addition to air support for Greece, is preparing 
support by 2-3 divisions, which are ready on islands between Lemnos and Crete, to be brought to 
Greece via Volos, but in case of need will also be supplied to Turkey. "173 In addition, 7,000 British 


(airmen) and another 5,000 (to protect the airports) are to be in the Athens area. 174. especially in view 
of Germany's political successes in the Balkans in Romania, Hungary, and Bulgaria (Document V.39), 
England pursued its goal of 175. military results in the southeast all the more tenaciously. This brought 
the danger of a multi-front war for Germany closer. 176 As Colonel General Halder noted in his notes 
of March 16, 1941j4 on the presentation to Hitler on March 17, 1941, he certainly expected Russian 
preemptive action against Romania, either by sea or air (quotation Y29). 177 As early as 17 March 1941, 
Halder had to state: "Greece: English troops 18,000-20,000 men (except air force). 178 After the 
accession of Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria, Yugoslavia joined the Three-Power Pact on March 25, 
1941. Just two days later, Serbian officers, supported by American, British, and Russian intelligence, 
overthrew the pro-German government and created a pro-Russian regime under King Peter II. 179. In 
the face of this new danger, Hitler decided to occupy Yugoslavia as well while carrying out the 
"Marita" enterprise (campaign against Greece). 180. even if the contents of the following 
communication for the troops No. 85 (document V.39 ) of March 1941, issued by the High Command 
of the Wehrmacht, seems somewhat glossed over, it nevertheless makes clear England's goal of opening 
a southern front from the Balkan countries and together with them to oppose 181. But it was not only 
the many actions of the British in the Balkans (landing of about 18,000-20,000 men in Greece, 
establishment of air bases on Greek territory, delivery of aircraft and equipment to Turkey, support for 
the coup in Yugoslavia, and so on. ), which showed the opening of a front in the struggle against 
Germany, but also the attempt of the Soviet Union to gain increasing influence in the Balkans (growing 
threat to the oil region of Ploesti by amassing troops on the Pruth, occupation of islands in the Danube 
delta and stationing of a Danube flotilla in Ismail with the possibility of disrupting German oil 
transports up the Danube, the threat of occupation of southern Bukovina as well, the declaration of 
Bulgaria as a Russian sphere of influence) created an extraordinarily dangerous situation in the Balkans, 
Germany's southeastern flank, because of the danger of the two coming together. 182 It was naturally 
expected that with the beginning of "Barbarossa" the oil area of Ploesti would be attacked directly by 
England and the Soviet Union together. The defense of Ploesti against surprise strikes was regulated by 
the following order of the High Command of the Wehrmacht of 26 March 1941 (Document V.40). 183 
Marz iyi 184. briefing of the Army Operations Department 185. reconnaissance results presented in 
March 1941 made it urgent to react to current developments in the east and to correct the detailed plans 
for the deployment of divisions for Barbarossa, as was done on 21 March 1941 by the Operations 
Department according to the following document V.41. 186 The connection between the 
reconnaissance results in Situation Report No. 2 of 20 March 1941 (Document V.31 ) and the reports of 
the listening troops of 17 March 1941 (Document V26), which reported a stronger accumulation of Red 
Army formations in the southwestern direction, to the determinations, advised by the Operations 
Division, to concentrate the 17th Army more and to give the 11th Army, acting from Romania, a 
defensive task, combined with occasional advance and retreat, also due to the necessity of the 12th 
Army's deployment against Greece. 187 The dangerous situation developing as a result of the 
continuation of the Red Army's advance was also discussed. As stated in the above document V.41, Pt 
III by the Operations Department of the Army High Command (" ...very thin border security. No 
orders for command and control of large-scale combat. Hardly any air defense. Everything illuminated. 
Deepest peace. Polish hatred. ..."), there was a whole series of other unfavorable conditions which would 
have further increased the danger in the event of a possible Red Army attack. 188 On March 22, 1941, 
in a consultation between Halder and Heusinger, the question of a Red Army attack took on renewed 
weight. Halder recorded in the war diary: 189. quoting V.42 190. "The question of securing 

in the east against a Russian prevenire comes to the fore . We shall not, however, be tempted to take 
hasty measures. I do not believe in a Russian initiative." 191.58 192. and on March 25, 1941: 193. 


atatV.43 194. "b) Comparison of Russian and German forces in readiness. We face the Russian 
extraordinarily weak until 20.4 Then the divisions arrive in such numbers that there is no longer any 
danger. Our supply base is threatened, of course. I believe, however, that we must nevertheless refrain 
from any conspicuous forward compression." 195. 59 196. This situation in the East, which was once 
again fire-threatening for Germany, ascertained by the reconnaissance organs of the Wehrmacht, and 
which gave rise to serious fears of an attack by the Red Army, as a whole number of documents 
(Document V.41) and the above-mentioned quotations V.42,43 developed in March 1941. 197. end of 
March 198. second time window for Stalin's offensive to Germany 199. the following sketch V.44 
proves that thanks to the available reconnaissance data and knowing the situation of own troops, the 
Wehrmacht had become aware of the size of this: dangerous situation. In fact, a short window of 
opportunity opened up for Stalin, which, as in the summer of 1940, would have offered him the 
possibility of successfully launching a military strike against Germany on the basis of his absolute 
superiority of forces, which would have secured him at least considerable initial successes. 201. despite 
the expiration of the 1st deployment squadron of the Wehrmacht (until 15 March 1941 8 divisions to 
the east) and in the course of the 2nd squadron (16 March to 07 April 1941 (as of 31 March 1941 
approx. 9 divisions to the east), the balance of forces in the east had by no means changed in favor of the 
Wehrmacht in March 1941 vis-a-vis the Red Army due to the withdrawal of 7 divisions of Army 
Group B and their subordination to the 12th Army planned for the Balkan campaign, as the following 
sketch V.44 proves. 202. sketch V.44 203 Actual number of divisions of the By the German 
reconnaissance ge Wehrmacht in East Prussia and in the reported number of divisions of the 
Generalgouvernement at the end of March 1941 Red Army in the western 204. border military districts 
of the Soviet Union February/March 1941 205. And at the end of March 1941, ie., in the course of the 
2nd deployment, after deduction of the 7 divisions surrendered for the Balkan campaign, only about 42 
divisions were still stationed in the east despite the deployment that had begun. 206 Even the total Red 
Army strength of 200.5 computational divisions (Document IV94) and the air force strength of 50 
aviation divisions and 10,500 aircraft (Document IV.83), as determined by the reconnaissance 
documents, had a far from reassuring effect on the high commands of the Wehrmacht. 207 That Stalin 
had recognized this situation can be inferred from a whole series of messages from his spies and 
reconnaissance officers to the Administration of Reconnaissance of the Red Army, a few of which are 
included in the following quotations V.45. 208 Citation V.45 209. "According to my investigations and 
the information provided by the Yugoslav and Turkish military attaches, there are German troops 

in Romania and Bulgaria as of March 14, numbering 550,000, of which about 300,000 are in Bulgaria. 
A total of 26-30 divisions have been transferred, 15 of them to Bulgaria. "62 210. "Recently German 
infantry units which participated in the fight against France have been transferred in large numbers to 
Romania, including confiscated motor vehicles. "6c " Lieutenant Colonel Baril assumes that there are 15 
German diviions in Bulgaria, including 3 armored divisions. The Turkish military attaché in France 
confirms this information. "64 211. Although a further dispersal of the Wehrmacht by tying up 
considerable Wehrmacht units in the Balkans for a longer period was apparent to Stalin, he was again 
unable to take advantage of this window of opportunity, which was favorable to his planned offensive, 
because the mobilization plan adopted on 12 February 1941, which provided for an extreme 
enlargement of the Red Army in the shortest possible time, involved redeployments, reformations, and 
reorganizations on an enormous scale. 212 These quite justified fears expressed in March 1941 in the 
Army High Command also show, however, on the German side wat not become known, that the Red 
Army in enforcement of Mobilization Plan 41 of 12 February 1941 (Cf. above. ) had just begun the 
extreme enlargement of the army to a total of 314 divisions (from 23 April 1941 lowered to 303 
divisions) and 343 air squadrons, in order to establish the necessary superiority for an attack on Germany 


by about I decade July 1941 213. Thus also proves Situation Report No. 1 (Document V.7 ) of 15 
March 1941 that the reconnoitered movements of the Red Army could not be clearly assigned as to 
whether they were replenishments to wartime strength or the redeployment of formations. 214 
However, despite a number of enlightened indications of concern, Halder did not seem to believe at this 
time that the Red Army could succeed in outflanking the Wehrmacht (quote V.42). 215 On 29 March 
1941, after receiving a report from Finland, Kinzel reported to Halder: 216. citation V.46 217. ,,a) 
European Russia 15 divisions more than previously given [than assumed by German side]. b) Russian Pz. 
corps Pskov to 2 Pz. div.: 2 regiments Pz, 1 Rgt. Schiitzenpp. (c) Parachute troops: 10 Brig. 4 3 Btln." 
218. 65 219. Let us therefore examine the accuracy of this report: 220. Regarding a) By the 4th Army of 
Army Group B (Document V.102), 121 rifle and 25 cavalry divisions and 32 mot. mech. brigades 
(corresponding to 162 computational divisions) were reported in European Russia on 28 February 1941 
(as of 15 February 1941). Taking into account the 15 divisions reported by the Finns, the reconnaissance 
gives 177 computational divisions in the European part of the Soviet Union. 222. according to Russian 
documents now known, 156 divisions were stationed in the European part of the Soviet Union by mid- 
March 1941 and 170 divisions 66 by mid-April as a result of redeployments and reformations. Although 
the figures do not agree completely, they show an approximate order of magnitude. 223 Re b) The 
formation of an armored corps (the 1st) at Pskov was correctly identified. This corps, called the 
Mechanized Corps in Russian, had 2 armored and 1 rifle divisions in its inventory and was already the 
most powerful mechanized corps in the Red Army at that time, with 902 tanks, on 01 October 1940. 
224. c) In March 1941, the Red Army had 6 airborne brigades of 1,520 soldiers each. By decree of 23 
April 1941, the rapid establishment of 5 airborne corps of 3 LLBr. each, in force 8,020 soldiers, was 
made on the basis of the existing 6 brigades, 4 of which were airborne corps in the western frontier 
military districts. The 5 LLK were to be formed by 01 June 1941. Thus, on 29 March 1941, only the 
existing 6 LLBr. could be correctly reported by the Finns. 225 The editor of the War Diary added the 
following note to this report by Kinzel: 226 "(1) The best information on the Soviet Union was received 
by the Dept. Foreign Armies East from Finland and Turkey. "67 227 With respect to the Red Army 
forces facing Finland and developments in the Balkans, this can hardly be contradicted. In the eastern 
direction, on the other hand, the High Command had sufficiently accurate information on the massing 
of the Red Army, as evidenced by the documents of the Fremden Heere Ost, the Horchtruppen, etc. 
228. Overall, the reports show the increasing potential of the Red Army and thus the escalating danger 
from the east. 229 In view of the reconnaissance of an intensive preparation of the Red Army for 
chemical warfare (documents IV.4, V.81, etc.), the OKH felt compelled to take appropriate 
countermeasures. 230. on 19 March 1941, Halder received the following proposals: 231. citation V.47 
232. "Ochsner: a) Army Group D takes Nebel Regiment D to tank group. b) makeshift vehicles for 
terrain decontamination. Coming into gas protection equipment park. 12 columns for gas protection 
equipment park. Training at replacement detachments. Spreading from truck can be done easily. (c) 
Nebelwerfer 40 starting up slowly. (d) Instruction of gas officers by Ochsner. " 233. 68 234. 
Quartermaster General Wagner reported to Halder on 25 March 1941 the status of preparations for a 
possible gas war. 235. citation V.48 236. "aj lecture on gas munitions equipment: 237. on 1.6. we stand 
with 2 mill. I. FH=1A mill. s.F.H.= shot of the most varied coloring sufficiently ready for gas warfare. 
Necessary only filling, which was ordered. 238. can be loaded in the ammunition depots: 239. before 1.6. 
daily 6 trains. After 1.6. 10 trains daily. To speed up the supply, 3 gas trains will be placed behind each 
army group. The provision of gas trains in the homeland is made dependent on stowage space provided 
by the transport chief. 240. b) Decontamination: 241. Fixed decontamination stations on the border. 19 
troop detoxification Kp. (each army one, Norway one, Romania 2, Reserve Gen.Qu. 7). Assignment to 
armored groups refused. 242. 69 243. Let us note, however, that Hitler personally reserved the decision 


to go over to gas warfare. 244. 30 March 1941 245. meeting of generals at Hitler's 246. on 30 March a 
general meeting was held at Hitler's (participants: higher ar. Barbarossa participating commanders of the 
army, air force, and navy and their chiefs of staff) was held in the Reich Chancellery, in which 

he presented his thoughts on the situation over 21/? hours he presented his reflections on the situation. 
247 He repeated his thoughts, already stated several times, that England is pinning her hopes on Russia. 
He said that top performance by the USSR and the USA could not be expected for another 4 years and 
that the USA also had a transportation problem. 248 His explanations of the reasons why this war 
against the Soviet Union had become necessary are not to be found in any of the transcripts of this 
consultation of March 30, 1941. 249 Halder only recorded from Hitler's speech: " Justification of the 
necessity to clear up the Russian situation. " 70 250. However, one finds the following quotation about 
the development of the Red Army, from which can be taken only the threatening development of a 
respectable Russian tank force and the estimate of a very large air force. Accordingly, the probably most 
important task was also "Wehrmachtzerschlagen (meant is the Red Army of the author) " (quote V.49). 
251 quotation V.49 252. "Our tasks towards Russia: smash Wehrmacht, dissolve state. 253. statements 
on the Russian tankwajfe (respectable). 4.7 cm, a good heavy type,mass old *. Numerically, the Russian 
is the strongest in the world. However, he has only a small number of giant tanks with long 10 cm K 
(Riesenkolosse, 42-451). 254th * [by] OQu IV [to be verified]. 255. air force very large in number, but 
many old types; only small number modern types..." 256. 71 257. reconnaissance data presented in 
January-March 1941 provided evidence of this necessity for the destruction of the Red Army. However, 
in the war diary of the High Command of the Wehrmacht there is no record of other reasons. 258. And 
Greiner states, "After he had stated in great detail his reasons for going to war against the Soviet Union, 
he pointed out....""72 259. Fabry, too, is unable to give a citation of the reasons but merely states that he 
had given the same reasons as on 09 January, 03 February, so also on 30 March 1941, in order then to set 
forth his personal considerations. 73 260. In the course of the consultation with the commanders-in- 
chief of the army and tank groups and army high commands on March 30, 1941, at which the 
Barbarossa campaign was discussed in detail, Hitler is also said to have commented on the ideological 
content and character of the forthcoming struggle against the Soviet Union. 261 While surprisingly the 
war diary of the High Command of the Wehrmacht reported about it only with three lines, but about 
the dinner with Hitler one and a half pages, the following quotation can be found in Halder's war diary: 
262. quotation V.50 263. "Fight of two world views against each other. Scathing verdict on Bolshevism, 
equals antisocial criminality. Communism tremendous danger for the future. We must move away from 
the standpoint of soldierly comradeship. The communist is not a comrade before and not a comrade 
after. It is a struggle for annihilation. If we do not see it that way, we will defeat the enemy, but in 30 
years we will be facing the communist enemy again. We are not waging war to preserve the enemy. 265. 
future image of the state: northern Russia belongs to Finland. Protectorates: Baltic countries, Ukraine, 
Belarus. 266. struggle against Russia: destruction of the Bolshevik commissars and the communist 
intelligentsia. The new states must be socialist states, but without their own intelligentsia. A new 
intelligentsia must be prevented from forming. A primitive socialist intelligentsia 

will suffice here. The struggle must be waged against the poison of decomposition. This is not a 
question of courts-martial. The leaders of the troops must know what is at stake. They must lead the 
fight. The troops must defend themselves with the means with which they are attacked. Commissars 
and GPU people are criminals and must be treated as such. 268 Therefore, the troops need not come 
from the hand of the leaders. The leader must give his orders in accordance with the feeling of the 
troops. - The struggle will be very different from the struggle in the West. In the East, harshness is mild 
for the future. The leaders must demand from themselves the sacrifice to overcome their misgivings. - 
ObdH command." 270.74 271. Let us note, however, that these deeply ideological and unworthy of a 


soldier statements of Hitler occurred only when the time of a final decision for this war against the 
Soviet Union was imminent. Therefore, they could not have been the cause of this war but a 
consequence of Hitler's decision to go to war, which had to be taken due to Stalin's policy and the 
threatening massing of the Red Army. 272 Gabriel Gorodetsky also stated: "At the same time, however, 
it must be remembered that ideological creeds only became openly apparent when the decision in favor 
of Barbarossa had already been made. 273 Reservations resulting from the antagonistic opposition 
between the ideologies of national and international socialism broke out again. These were probably to 
be used, as is not unusual in a war, to generate hatred of the enemy. 274. summary march 1941 1. new 
results of reconnaissance in the eastern direction in march 1941 275. let us summarize what information 
was available in the Wehrmacht about detected actions of the Red Army in the month of march 1941, 
taking into account the information and figures already established in the previous reconnaissance 
periods. 276 OThe report contained in Situation Report No. 1 (Document V.7) of 15 March 1941 that 
the Red Army was in a state of partial mobilization had been known for some time. 277 What was new, 
however, was the alarming information about the conscription of four reserve year groups. This report 
of further enlistments, however, pointed to measures for further wartime replenishment of the Red 
Army divisions already in place or, alternatively, already to the implementation of a covered 
mobilization. 278 O There were also reports of the implementation of test air alerts and blackout 
exercises in the larger cities, the evacuation of officers' families to the rear, and the increase in war 
psychosis among the population, as well as the implementation of instructions to the troops that war 
with the Germans was coming. 279. O In Situation Report No. 2 (Document V.31) of March 20, 1941, 
more detailed information was already given about the continuing westward movements of the Red 
Army, the closing of division groups to the front, the appearance of new formations not yet 
reconnoitered, and the reconnaissance of the concentration of a stronger mot. mech. group in the 
Lemberg Balkon (LembergCzernowitzProskurow area), which could be addressed as a grouping 
destined for the deep breakthrough. This increasing concentration of 43.5 computational divisions 
(Table IV.103) had already been reported by the 4th Army. Confirmation of new radio axes in this area 
was provided by the listening troops (Document IV26). 280. O Overall, a Red Army strength of 200.5 
calculation divisions and the continuation of the massing of the Russian war army ina strength of 
established 120.5 calculation divisions (sketch V.44) in "Western Russia", i.e., in the western border 
military districts of the USSR, were reconnoitered. 281. O The movements of radio networks and radio 
stations in the direction of the border, detected by the listening troops, as noted in the Baltic Special 
Military District (Document V28), but also in the other military districts, confirmed the continuation of 
the massing of Red Army formations in the border military districts, as well as their advance in the 
direction of the border. 282 Also, a whole series of newly appeared radio networks and posts (Document 
V. 4) could be correctly interpreted tactically and spatially (Document V.26 u. following documents.). 
According to the enemy situation reported by the 4th Army on February 28, 1941 (as of February 15), 
162 computational divisions of the Red Army were now massed in the European part of the Soviet 
Union (Document rv.87 u. Sketch V.44.), while Halder still noted 155 divisions on March 16. 284. The 
massing of air divisions in the border military districts reported by the listening troops on January 31, 
1941, with about 9,600-11,200 aircraft (document rv.68-75.) could be interpreted as an increase in the 
air threat to central Germany by the gradual assignment of squadrons. 285. the brisk exercise activity of 
the Red Army, e.g., of air force squadrons (documents v.5.1 u.5.2.) noted by the eavesdroppers or the 
listening in of such instructions, as to the border troops of March 15, 1941: "The chief of the border 
troops liked the beginning of the border protection. The chief of the border troops has ordered the start 
of border protection. The start is to be reported.", completed the reconnaissance of the situation 
developing in the east. 286. O To this must be added the peripheral threat scenarios in Scandinavia, such 


as the concentration of Red Army troops on the border with Finland, which could possibly be made 
available for waging the so-called "Continuation War," and Mannerheim's information of 08 February 
1941 about the danger of the removal of Petsamo, which would threaten Wehrmacht supply lines in 
northern Norway, et al. The same dangerous developments could be seen in the information given by 
Mannerheim on 8 February 1941 about the danger of taking away Petsamo, which would threaten the 
Wehrmacht's supply lines in northern Norway, including the considerable forces of the USSR's 
Northern Fleet, and in the action taken by England against Norway (the landing of English troops at 
Svolvaer on 4 March 1941). 287 The same dangerous developments appeared in the Balkans, such as the 
concentration of strong units of the 

Red Army in the Kiev Special Military District, the transfer of the Black Sea Fleet and parts of the air 
forces of the Odessa Military District to heightened combat readiness, which had to be evaluated as a 
threat to Ploesti and as measures to enforce Molotov's demand that Bulgaria be used as a Russian sphere 
of influence, the landing of English troops in Greece and the increasing air threat to Ploesti also from 
English air forces, etc., which could likewise lead to joint action by the Soviet Union with England. 
Based on the reconnaissance data provided in January/February 1941 by the Foreign Armies East and by 
the listening service, ever "clearer pictures" (Halder on 7 March) of the Russian force structure and its 
"deployment in the front and in the depths" (Halder on 8 March) emerged in the OKH in March 1941. 
289 The statements made by Halder in the war diary "Russian movement from the military district of 
Moscow to Smolensk and Minsk" (on 11 March) and "Russia allegedly mobilizing 4year-olds" (on 14 
March), the consultation in the Army Operations Department on 21 March 1941 (document V.41), and 
even Halder's recorded thoughts (quotations V.42 and 43) prove that this threatening development was 
recognized and considerations about preventive measures were made. These even included the rapid 
deployment of the Luftwaffe in view of the reconnaissance of the further increasing march of the Red 
Army, as the quotation V1 in Halder's war diary of 08 March 1941 proves. 290. O The reconnaissance 
of the Red Army was immediately intensified as of March 1941 291. Thus, with Situation Report No. 1 
of the Foreign Armies East, which was initially issued only as a matter for the chief, the immediate 
transition to organized enemy reconnaissance was initiated as of 15 March 1941 (Document V.7), and as 
of 20 March 1941 it was planned to issue the radio situation reports daily in view of the great 
importance of these reconnaissance results (Radio Situation Report of 20 March 1941.). This also 
included the urgent processing of air picture requests of the troops over the western territories of the 
Soviet Union (documents V. 24 u. 25.), even though Halder 292. had initially decided to secure the 
Greek campaign: "Rowehl fliesfor Richthofen/List. "293. O Nevertheless, the Wehrmacht deployment 
that had begun about 20 February 1941 was not accelerated but continued according to plan. 294. The 
reconnaissance data reported in March 1941 should have left no doubt as to the necessity of a more rapid 
march of the Wehrmacht against the Soviet Union. 295. However, despite the worrisome developments 
in the east noted by the Army Operations Department on 21 March 1941 (Document V.41) and 
Kinzel's report to Halder on 29 March 1941 (Citation V.46) that Finnish reconnaissance information 
indicated that the number of Russian divisions in the east was 15 divisions higher than previously 
thought, Halder did not believe that a frontal attack by the Red Army was imminent, even though he 
expected strikes in Scandinavia and the Balkans (Citation V29). 296 O Despite a large number of 
alarming reports on March 16, 1941, the plan chart of the Wehrmacht's deployment was not accelerated 
with the 2nd deployment squadron but continued to be implemented according to plan. 76 297th O 
The beginning of an intensive planning period at the army/tank group and army levels. 298. Although 
there are documents and indications confirming initial planning as early as the end of February 1941, the 
provision of the planning documents on the land fortifications of the USSR, the infrastructure (roads 
and bridges), the military-geographical description of the river network 


(river map), and the military economy of the Soviet Union, which were necessary for planning the 
actions of the troops, did not take place until March 1941, with only a few copies (documents V.12- 
V.19.). And in March 1941 the basic planning of the army and tank groups (documents V.8 u. V.9) was 
also ordered, even if there were subsequent corrections and clarifications. 299 However, much of the 
information compiled in the planning bases was taken from publicly available documents, was in part 
outdated, and gave the impression of a spontaneous collection. Topographical maps were not available in 
sufficient quantity and not yet at the scales required for accurate fire control and were likewise often out 
of date. 300. v.3. april 1941301. the reconnaissance of an increasing danger in the east; 302. the limited 
possibilities of Wehrmacht action 303. april 1941 304. the diplomatic actions of the soviet union and the 
war preparation period of the red army 305. in april 1941, the soviet union launched suspicious 
diplomatic activities, which were followed with suspicion by the Wehrmacht, as evidenced by the 
following political information from army group B. 306 / / 307 While the Soviet Union's declaration of 
neutrality with Turkey and the nonaggression treaty with Yugoslavia of April 6, 1941, served primarily 
the purpose of securing further positions in the Balkans and removing these countries from German 
influence, the conclusion of the neutrality pact with Japan of April 13, 1941, was clearly directed against 
Germany. 308.The Red Army General Staff's operational plan of 11 March 1941 still assumed war in 
both the West and the East, i.e., a possible two-front war, so that 37 divisions (29 rifle, 7 armored, and 1 
cavalry) were to remain on the Far Eastern front, including the 5th Mechanized Corps, with 1045 tanks 
the strongest mechanized corps in the Red Army. A considerable striking force that might be lacking in 
the Western effort. 309 Thus, a neutrality pact had to be concluded with Japan. Stalin carried out this 
plan on April 13, 1941. Certainly, all readers are familiar with Stalin's demagogic behavior at the 
farewell to Matsuoka at the Moscow railroad station, including his words to the German military 
attaché. 310 In the above-mentioned political information of the Army Group B the following 
assessment of this event was spread: 311. This neutrality pact was ratified by the Japanese Emperor on 
April 25, 1941. 312. just one day later, on 26 April 1941, the preliminary orders were issued to carry out 
the strategic regrouping of the 16th Army of the Transbaikal Military District (5th Mechanized Corps, 
in the inventory the 13th and 17th Armored and 109th Motorized Divisions, the command of the 32nd 
Rifle Corps, the 46th Infantry Division, and the 46th Rifle Division). Rifle Corps, the 46th Rifle 
Division, and the 57th Armored and 82nd Motorized Rifle Divisions from Mongolia) and to prepare a 
rifle corps with a total of more than 1,400 tanks and two airborne brigades of the Far Eastern Front. 78 
313. this connection was confirmed by the official historiography as follows: 314. "The conclusion of the 
neutrality pact with Japan in April 1941 provided the opportunity to move some formations from the 
interior to the western border of the USSR." 315 The beginning of the transfers was staggered in late 
April/early May 1941 in two stages, first to the Siberian Military District. In this way, the further 
approach route was to be shortened, the availability of troops increased, and unrest caused by the 
appearance of Siberian troops in the border military districts of the USSR avoided. 316. 316 This was 
also confirmed by Marshal of the Soviet Union Sakharov: "In the second half of April, the covered 
transport of troops from the inner military districts to the border military districts will begin. " 80 317. 
Two divisions of the 31st Rifle Corps of the Far Eastern Front remained in the east because, as Khorkov 
writes, Japanese reconnaissance would have immediately detected their departure. 318 Despite the 
whereabouts of these divisions, the beginning of the redeployments was immediately reconnoitered and 
publicized worldwide by the newspaper "Domei Zusin." This publication was denied by a TASS 
statement of 09 May 1941, prepared by Stalin himself. Thus, the German reconnaissance should not 
have missed these events. 319 These diplomatic activities of Stalin must be seen in the overall view as an 
attempt to free the back of the Soviet Union and as a prerequisite for the further concentration of Red 
Army units in the western border military districts. 320 With the immediately begun realization of the 


mobilization plan MP 41 of 12 February 1941, the Soviet Union had entered the war preparation 
period. All measures for the enormous enlargement of the Red Army according to Tables IV.92 and 
IV.93 were continued with determination with the aim of being ready for the offensive into Germany 
approximately in the period 01 to 10 July 1941. 321. with the decision of 23 April 1941, the covered 
westward shift of the Red Army in new formations and reorganizations was continued, and the 
structural perfection of the Red Army oriented to the offensive objectives of the General Staff's 
operational plan of 11 March 1941 began. The formation of 10 antitank artillery brigades, the 
development of the existing airborne brigades into the next higher structure, five airborne corps, three 
airborne brigades each in the inventory, and the formation of 10 mountain rifle divisions, which were to 
be prepared for combat operations under low mountain conditions, began with the utmost haste. 81 323. 
The new formations were carried out primarily in the form of the covered westward shift in the western 
military districts, ie., where their deployment was planned, while the disbanding of the divisions 
required for this purpose took place in the inner military districts. 

took place. 324 Intensive training and inspection activities began in the newly formed units and 
formations for the final establishment of combat capability and verification of the coherence of the 
actions of the new formations. 325. the redeployment of officers! schools from the border military 
districts, e.g., from Lviv, Mogilev, and Chernikov, began as early as April/May 1941, according to a 
directive of the People's Commissar for Defense dated April 29, 1941.83 326. April 1941 327. The 
reflection of the reconnaissance results in Halder's considerations and the planning of the Wehrmacht 
328. Despite the accomplishment of a number of other tasks, such as by the beginning of the Balkan 
campaign on 06 April 1941, the developments in the East were not lost sight of. 329 With the following 
directive of 03 April 1941, Keitel laid down specifications for Barbarossa made necessary by the Balkan 
campaign. 


